
ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr R Swanston; 
		Cllr K Egerton; Cllr J Waller-Davies
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr B Evans
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 8th December 2025 At Criftins Parish Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the last Meeting of the Council for 2025, declaring it open at 7:27pm.  The Council held one minute’s silence in memory of its former Unitary Cllr B  Williams, sending sincere condolences to his family.  
One member of the public attended the Meeting who had submitted an application to the Parish Council for co-option. The applicant was given an opportunity to to introduce herself to the Council and give reasons for wishing to join Ellesmere Rural Parish Council. 
There were no apologies or absences.  

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

3	Co-option – to enable Councillors to co-opt new Members to the Parish Council
The Chairman asked the applicant present to leave the Meeting whilst the Councillors considered two applications – one brought forward from November.  
Cllr Ward proposed co-opting Mrs E Peers to represent Dudleston Heath Ward, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Peers signed the declaration of acceptance of office form as required. To register interests with Shropshire Council. 
Cllr Evans proposed not co-opting the second applicant, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to inform the applicant. 

4	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th November 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by  Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

5	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

6	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken 
Nothing to report. 


7	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Evans updated on a new consultation. Councillors discussed Planning matters with Cllr Evans. 



8	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 10th November 2025
Cllr Ward proposed accepting the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved.

9	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
The Councillors did not report any units as being in need of attention. 

10	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection reports
The latest inspection report was noted. The Clerk advised that the monthly inspection fee is to be raised in the New Year to £45 plus VAT. Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, proposed accepting the new charge, all agreed. Resolved. 

11	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Evans was asked to look into the 3 way lights which have been in place in the village for 3. Cllr Ward has not been able to find any record of a permit. 

b	Dudleston		
The Clerk informed Councillors that having secured permission to install an upcoming turning on a bend VAS for Caegoody Lane, the Highways Dept has since withdrawn permission. The Councillors agree that this is very disappointing. Clerk to inform the resident who has campaigned for this road safety measure. 

c	 Tetchill
The Clerk reported that she has liaised with Ellesmere College regarding use of Hi Vis for its road side workers.  
Cllr Swanston reported sign anomalies in Ttchill which she will be reporting. The roads are very muddy and need the road sweeper to attend. A verge has been crushed on one lane as it is single track and vehicles use it to pull aside on.  

d	Lee				
The road sweeper is needed from Lee to Ellesmere.  The gullies need clearing out.  The Clerk confirmed that the Spunhill Crossroads upgrade work is still in the budget for this year (Shropshire Council). The road surface from Lee to Spunhill needs attention. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
It was reported that the roads are all very muddy.  

g	Criftins School 			
The first meeting has been held with the new heads of School having been appointed. Cllr Gargiulo reported that she is the new Chairman of the Governors, with Cllr Waller-Davies being Vice Chairman.  Hopefully, having now secured Academy status the School should be secure for years to come. 

h	Community policing	
Local speed tests have been carried out by the Police. No response from Highways yet to the request to carry out speed data checks through Dudleston Heath. Cllr B Evans to chase. 

i	Footpaths					
No update from the P3 Group. 

12	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs; Community right to bid nomination update
Quotes for tree work still outstanding. The Environment Agency has confirmed that it will no longer be clearing the drain in the middle of the Bog.  The School has appointed a new forest leader and will hopefully use the area for nature studies.  
Cllrs Richardson and Jackson to follow up on the offer of a tree from Ellesmere Cemetery. 

13	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
Noted. 

14	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion: Local nature recovery strategy consultation; Memorandum of Understanding; Neighbourhood matters bulletins; SALC AGM; 
No matters were raised for discussion. 

15	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported that the Facebook page is running well with plenty of new material being posted. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required
Cllr Waller-Davies to become the guardian for the School defib. 

c	Tetchill Brook 
Cllr Swanston reported that she attended the last Hordley PC meeting.  Will look to organise a meeting with Hordley PC and the stakeholders in the new year.  Two Councillors will meet with Cllr Swanston to identify outstanding landowners for the riparian ownership maps to be completed.  
Cllr Swanston left the meeting at 8:38pm.

d	Vacancies – Casual Vacancy
The Clerk advised that she is expecting there to be one/two applicants for January’s meeting. 

16	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No further matters to report. 

b	Road Closure notifications
No new closure notifications. 

c	VAS – Quote for replacement unit; Update on installation 
Covered. Cllr Waller-Davies advised that there had been an accident near Caegoody Lane last week. 

d	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on funding application/update on bus stops 
There has been no progress securing a service. 




e	Spunhill Crossroads – to enable Cllrs to discuss proposed works
Covered under a previous item. 

f	Sign cleaning
The contractor had hoped to complete work prior to Christmas. The Clerk has not received a recent update. 

g	Speed data collection request update – B5068 Criftins
Covered under previous item. 

17	Accounts	
a	Bank Reconciliation for approval
Cllr Ward proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman signed the report. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all invoices/payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
No update from the Dog Warden. 

d	To approve expenditure for a replacement notice board - quote
To take forward. 

f	Banking – update
The new account is up and running. Cllr Evans proposed a test amount be paid in, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. £10 to be paid in. Resolved. 

g	2026-27 budget – drafts for consideration (to inc £5k for future cemetery land purchase, £tbc for memorial testing & £9480 for annual contribution)
The Councillors reviewed the three scenarios prepared by the Clerk for uplifts of 3.5, 5 and 7%.  The Councillors provisionally approved the budget on the basis of a 5% uplift with a precept of £49631.74. This will be reviewed finally in January alongside financial information provided by Shropshire Council. 
Cllr Ward left the meeting at 9pm. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£1268.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/12/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£47.18employer
£62.91employee
£110.09 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	tbc
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2600
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/12/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/12/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	30/11/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2601
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	22/08/25
	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit
	£378.00
	2602
	LGA 1972 s168

	08/12/25
	Employee
	Expenses
	£160.48
	2603
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	
	
	
	
	





18	Items for the next agenda (12th January 2026)
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:02pm.
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