ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held at 

Ellesmere Town Hall on 14th June 2021 

Chairman:
Cllr B Cole
Cllrs Present:
Cllr G Dyke; Cllr Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr R Swanson; Cllr J Baker; 


Cllr P Clubbe; Cllr I Ward; Cllr S Evans; Cllr S Davenport
Clerk

Mrs Joyce
Unitary Cllrs:
Cllr B Williams (The Meres:  Tetchill & Welsh Frankton Ward)



Cllr S Davenport (St Martins: Dudleston & Dudleston Heath Wards)

1006
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session


Cllr Cole welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:28pm.  Four members of the public attended the Meeting.  Two representatives from the Cricket Club circulated some information relating to their project to find an alternative ground. The reported that numbers are currently at c150 members with the youth element of the Club growing, now being at around 65.  They are working with the ECB and are developing a ladies’ club which currently has around 30 members.  Guides, Scouts and a dog show also use their current site.   The site has major drainage issues – it is the site of an old pond and peat bed.  Lots of games are lost due to flooding.  They have undertaken a sustainable feasibility study.  It would cost c£250k to drain and level the site including £80k of top soil.  A new site has been found comprising 4.5 acres.  The Club would need to apply for change of use from agricultural and have a pavilion built. The scheme is backed by the Shropshire Cricket Board.  The representatives confirmed that their aim is to create a useful resource for the local community as well as for sport.  The club is active in the local school with coaching.  The Club will need to apply for planning permission prior to purchasing the land. Ellesmere Town Council is supportive but is unable to assist with financing the scheme.  

1007
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Cllr Ward sent his apologies which were duly accepted by the Council.

1008
Co-option of Councillor 
Cllr Davenport proposed the co-option of Mrs Sharon Jackson to represent Dudleston Heath Ward, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Jackson duly signed the acceptance of office form as required. 

1009
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

None.

1010
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th May 2021 - To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Dyke proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

1011
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

Cllr Cole reported that he has been in touch with TWM regarding vehicle activated signs (VAS).  Councillors were reminded that all Schools in Shropshire will have 20mph outside them within the next couple of years.  Cllr Cole shared information with Councillors about the different models and specifications available.  It was agreed that signs would be beneficial in multiple locations in the Parish.  The Clerk advised that the Police & Crime Commissioner’s office is giving grants for road safety schemes and VAS qualify.  Councillors discussed purchasing up to 7 signs at c£2444.00 per unit.  Data recording is an option.  To take forward to July’s meeting. 

1012
Cllr/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

The Clerk reported that the hedge reported as being in need of cutting in Dudleston Heath belongs to Connexus.  She has requested that it is attended to.

Cllr Baker reported from the last Cemetery Working Group meeting.  There have been drainage issues at the Lodge as a result of a collapsed drain. This is being investigated by an independent inspector as Severn Trent has denied responsibility. The annual cemetery walk will happen in July. Plans to maintain the old workhouse cemetery are still to be progressed. Cllrs Dyke, Davenport, Swanston and Cole will liaise to establish possible locations.  Advisory signs with adjustable messages to be looked into. Cllr Cole to report in July.

1013
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - inspection reports
The Clerk reported that the annual inspection will take place this month. Cllr Cole to inspect it this week. 

1014
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Wards Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Wards are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.

Cllr Williams reported a new administration is in place following the elections. A new Leader has been appointed, Lezley Picton.  All existing policies are under review.  Pothole repairs are being accelerated. Cllr Steve Charmley is the new portfolio holder for Highways, having taken over from Cllr Davenport. 

1015
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 10th May 2021
Cllr Evans proposed accepting the minutes, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

1016
Street lighting 
The Clerk reported that she is still trying to obtain a formal quote from Eon for the removal of some street lights.
1017
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


The following reports of matters requiring attention were received: Dudleston Heath 30mph sign is flashing continuously. Sign indicating a bend is still down at Shellbrook Hill. A resident’s emailed concerns were discussed regarding Rednall Lane junction. A Highways engineer has attended. All matters to be taken forward.  

b
Dudleston


Cllr Evans reported that drainage issues have now been resolved – a willow tree’s roots were causing the problem.  

The Greyhound pub has requested a defibrillator and for SLOW road markings to be put onto the road.  Cllr Egerton proposed that ERPC purchases a defibrillator for installation at the Greyhound, seconded by Cllr Evans. This will be included on the agenda for July with a quote and formal ratification. 



c
 Tetchill
The problem hedge has now been cut back and a letter of apology received from the resident. The noticeboard in Tetchill requires attention.  Cllr Dyke will look to install a new back onto it. Cllr Swanston to sand and oil/varnish.

A gateway has been installed on a culvert without permission.  To include on the next agenda.

The Clerk confirmed that 2 water leaks have been reported to Severn Trent. 

d
Lee




Nothing to report. 

e
Welsh Frankton

No report.

f)
General issues 
None raised. 
1018
The Gravel Hole – an update on progress 
The Clerk referred to an email received following a request for information from the 1952 minutes from the Archives. The Minutes appear to indicate that the land was transferred to the District Council. The Clerk will follow this up with Shropshire Council.  Land registry searches undertaken did not indicate ownership.
1019
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting info; Community reassurance updates; Policing updates;  
Medical practice in St Martins is closing. Cllr Davenport is following this up. The Clerk was asked to register an objection with the Head of Public Heath at Shropshire Council.  

1020
Housekeeping 

No matters were raised. 


1021
Highways 

(a)
 To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern

Cllr Dyke proposed accepting a quote given by Groundforce for sign cleaning through Tetchill, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo. All agreed. Clerk to progress.  

The Clerk reported that she has been communicating with the  Dog Warden for recommendations for anti dog fouling signage.  The templates promised have not as yet been received.

1022
Community Policing
No report.

1023
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed that they had received the emailed spreadsheets. Cllr Evans proposed approving the bank reconciliation is correct and in line with the bank statements, seconded by Cllr Clubbe. All agreed. Resolved. 





(b)
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Egerton proposed approving the invoices for payment, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved.

(c)
To accept receipt of the Internal Auditor’s report and any findings (LGA 1972 s94)
The Clerk reported that she has an outstanding query.  The approval of the accounts and completion of the AGAR will need to be taken forward to an Extraordinary meeting. It was agreed to convene a meeting on 21st June 2021.

(b) To approve the year end accounts for 2020-21
To take forward to July’s meeting.

(c) Completion and approval of the Annual Governance Statement
To take forward to July’s meeting.

(d) Completion and approval of the Annual Accounting Statement for 2020-21
To take forward to July’s meeting

(e) To approve the AGAR for submission to the External Auditor (LGA 1972 s168)
To take forward to July’s meeting

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/05/21
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/06/21
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£70.86
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/06/21
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£134.98
	2247
	LGA 1972 s112

	7/8/19
	Shropshire Council
	Supply
	£1269.40
	2248
	PCA 1957 ss33&7: HA 1980 s301; OSA 1906 s10

	17/12/19\
	ETC 
	Room Hire
	£30.00
	2249
	LGA 1972 s111

	14/06/21
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit fee
	£340.65
	2250
	LGA 1972 s94

	14/06/21
	Employee
	Expenses
	£70.22
	2251
	LGA 1972 s111


(f)  To confirm dates for the period of the exercise of public rights 
To take forward to July’s meeting



1024
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
- Staff salary adjustment – to be discussed at the Extraordinary meeting.


1025
Parish Matters/Items for the July Agenda
Items as recorded.  
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:02pm.


