ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th January 2020 held at

Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker

Cllrs Present: 
Cllr J Gargiulo, Cllr S Palmer; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Cole; Cllr P Clubbe; 



Cllr I Walford; Cllr S Evans; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr I Ward; Cllr B Williams; 


Cllr K Egerton
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

767
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the first Meeting of 2020 opening proceedings at 7:51pm  
768
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public 

Two members of the public attended the Meeting.  A presentation was given on behalf of Criftins Parish Hall to support their request for funding application for £17,556.42 for new front and inner doors to provide disabled access and to refurbish the front of the Hall.  A major grant has been given by the Princes Fund and it is hoped that £5k will be raised by the Hall towards the project by March.  
769
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr Dyke which were duly accepted by the Council.  Cllr Gargiulo was absent. 
770
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

Due to their positions as Trustees for Criftins Parish Hall, Cllrs Baker, Ward, Egerton and  Davenport declared interests in the grant funding request discussion.
771  
Community Policing: To receive North Shropshire Newsletter and PCC Newsletter
PC Crump attended the Meeting. He reported malicious communications crimes and thefts of scrap metal in Dudleston Heath.  The Safer Roads Partnership team will be installing monitoring equipment into Welsh Frankton.  If the results are above average, a speed camera van will be deployed.  Councillors thanked PC Crump for attending. 

772
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th December 2019 - To approve the minutes;

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Palmer, all agreed . The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 
773
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th December 2019 - requiring members’ further attention.
No matters were raised. 
774
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Cole reported all to be in good order.  Emergency contact signs are being ordered.
775
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
Representatives on the Cemetery Working Group gave a report.  The Group has ample reserves.  The Clerk gave an update on the suggested figure put forward from the Town Council for the Parish’s contribution for the next financial year.  The Councillors felt that this should have been put to the CWG for discussion/approval first. They requested that figures are discussed at the next meeting with the Town Clerk being asked to attend. The Councillors expressed the view that in light of the reserves being held no contribution is necessary.  

776
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Cllr Williams reported that Adult and child social care now takes up between 46 and 62% of Shropshire Council’s annual net spend, leaving only 38% for all other costs.  3 years ago they had 56% to cover all other spend.  Cllr Davenport reported that he is still hopeful of obtaining more funding from central Government to aid road repairs/upgrades.  Shropshire has 1500km of roads and 31k grids still to clean out.  The Clerk was asked to invite the new Highway’s Officer for the area to attend a meeting.  
777

Planning 
 To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 09/12/19
Cllr Walford proposed accepting the Minutes of the last Committee Meeting, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 


778
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston

Items to report for attention: 

Drain outside Llanfelin House is still blocked: Clerk to report for action; Potholes from Dudleston Hall junction to Hindford.  Pothole also in Chapel Lane at the junction with the B5068, 50m from the junction on the lhs.  
(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
The reported hedge issue near the School has yet to be resolved. Some light trimming has been undertaken which is wholly inadequate.  Clerk to write again to request substantial cutting back is undertaken.
Street lighting along the main road will have to be upgraded by Shropshire Council within the 30mph zone with repeater signs.  

More hedge cutting is required at another location. Clerk to write.
(c)
Welsh Frankton
Councillors discussed the lighting in Welsh Frankton. Some lights appear to have been upgraded which were not in the lighting scheme.  Clerk to query.  


(d)
Lee

Nothing to report

(e) Tetchill




Flooding still in place at Coachman’s Bridge.  Grid needs cleaning again.
(f)
General issues
No items raised. 

779
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk circulated updated cash book, receipts and payments summary and bank reconciliation spreadsheets for information. The bank reconciliation was checked against the bank statements for accuracy and signed off as correct.  The Clerk confirmed that she has completed the Declaration of Compliance for the Pensions Regulator.
(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
The Clerk circulated summaries of payments due for approval to the Councillors. Cllr Walford proposed them for payment, to include the salary and pension payments, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed.  Resolved. The cheques were signed in accordance with the mandate.  

(c)
Precept/Budget – to enable Councillors to finalise the budget for 2020-21 and agree the precept requirement 
The Clerk circulated an updated budget proposal spreadsheet.  Councillors agreed to increase the cemetery maintenance grants to £750 each from £500 as proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed.  Councillors agreed, that due to the current uncertainty as to whether a payment for the Ellesmere Town Cemetery will be required next year, to leave an amount allocated within the budget for the payment.  Councillors otherwise agreed the budget as proposed and agreed to request a precept giving a 0% increase of £36,848, proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed. 

(d)
Grant funding requests – Criftins Parish Hall/Welsh Frankton Hall
Cllrs Baker, Egerton, Davenport and Ward left the room. 

Councillors discussed the funding applications received from both Halls which would be given using money from the Neighbourhood Fund element of CiL money which the Parish Council has received from local development Shropshire Council if approved.  It was agreed that Welsh Frankton Hall represents an important local resource and is an iconic building and that the Council would be keen to support their proposal to replace the roof.  However, it was noted that the official grant funding application form had not been submitted. Clerk to request that the form is completed and submitted along with copies of quotes, any information regarding other funding sources being investigated/applied for, copies of accounts and, if local community engagement has been undertaken, evidence of community support for the scheme. 

The application for Criftins Parish Hall was considered. Councillors noted it was the second application for a grant which would come from the Neighbourhood Fund money.  This application is to provide disabled access and to refurbish the front of the Hall.  The Councillors again requested that copies of quotes be provided, accounts and, if community engagement has been undertaken to gauge local support for the scheme, that this could also be included.  Clerk to check with Shropshire Council that both projects would be eligible for NF grant funding.  To take forward.   Proposed by Cllr Palmer, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed.

The Councillors returned to the Meeting.

(e)
Sign cleaning quote with view to applying for a EMG
Not available. 
(f)
VAS/PCC Fund for safer roads – application to be considered
The Clerk reported that Lee would not be a suitable location for VAS as the national speed limit applies. Cllr Walford to assess Tetchill for suitable locations and a meeting is to be set up with Highways to agree.  
(g)
Adopt a kiosk - £1 nominal fee to be paid to BT – for approval
Cllr Baker proposed adopting the kiosk in Dudleston Heath, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed to purchase said kiosk from BT for £1.

(h)
Cemetery Working Group – 2020-21 financial contribution for discussion

Discussed under a previous item. 


	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£104.48
	2178
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	17/12/19
	ETC
	Room Hire 
	£15.00
	2179
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/12/19
	BT
	Adopt a kiosk scheme
	£1.00
	2180
	Telecomms Act 1984

	09/12/19
	Eon
	Lighting upgrade
	£9582.42
	2181
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	13/01/20
	Employee
	Expenses
	£64.32
	2182
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	13/01/20
	Whitchurch Rural PC
	Contrib to Clerk’s SLCC membersip
	£37.83
	2183
	LGA 1972 s111/2


780  
Housekeeping

(a) Website 

The Clerk was asked to update a few items on the website and to remove a photograph.  




(b) Training opportunities
Circulated to Councillors. 

(c)
Defibrillators – update


781
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting:
The Clerk is still awaiting colour temperature information for the new lighting.

An email has been received regarding the brightness of the new lighting at night and concerns over whether the lights interfere with bird sleeping patterns.  Councillors agreed that the new lights have a more focussed light pool than the previous yellow lights and give off more targeted lighting which is more effective overall.  To have the lighting on at night is a crime deterrent and safer for road use particularly in country lanes.  A shade has been fitted to one light to deflect it from a property.  
(a)
SALC bulletins etc circulated by email inc Shropshire Council consultations; 
(b)
CiL Local – expression of interest application forms – to enable Councillors to consider a re-application for funds; To take forward.
(c)
BT Kiosk adoption – kiosk o/s Old Telephone Exchange DH
Covered under ‘finance’.
(d)
Place plans – to receive updated documents
The Councillors confirmed that they had seen the new version online. They asked for the Business Park section to include a reference to the Rural parish not just the Town.  An update is being undertaken in March.  It was reported that the School catchment area is being looked at.  

(e)
Proposed road closure: Sodylt Bank, Ellesmere, SY12 9EE- This closure is planned on 06.04.2020 on a 3 day duration
Noted. 

(f)
Boundary review – request received from ETC to formally enter discussions
Councillors noted the request however agreed that there is no need to undertake a review at this time.  However, ERPC is very keen to continue to liaise with the Town Council on joint planning issues and to participate in the Vision for Ellesmere talks.  Proposed by Cllr Ward,  seconded by Cllr Walford.  All agreed. Resolved. 



782
Street lighting upgrade – Update regarding street lighting upgrade programme 

 Cllr Davenport confirmed that he was still waiting to hear from Jason Hughes in Street Lighting at Shropshire Council to respond following their site visit to Dudleston Heath to decide a way forward for the lighting along the main highway through the 30mph zone.  The inventory also requires updating following the defunct lighting being removed from the MPAN list and the new LED lights being installed for billing purposes.  

783
Parish Matters/Items for the February Agenda 
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at   21:40 pm.  
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