


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Chairman:	Cllr T Richardson 
Councillors:	Cllr G Dyke; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; 
		Cllr J Baker, Cllr S Davenport; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr J Waller-Davies
Unitary Cllrs:	Cllr S Davenport; Cllr Williams
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 9th December 2024  At Criftins Parish Hall


1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Vice Chairman chaired the Meeting due to apologies having been received from Cllr Evans.  The Chairman welcomed everyone present and declared the Meeting open at 7:33pm.  Three members of the public attended the Meeting.  A resident raised the need for a traffic calming measure on the B5068 on the approach to Caegoody Lane.  Shropshire Council has so far rejected claims that new signage is required as they is no accident data in this area.  The Parish Council has offered a VAS unit which it previously purchased for another location but was unable to use.  The Clerk is currently trying to set up a site visit between the Council, Shropshire Council and the sign company.  
(Two members of the public left the meeting.)
Another resident raised sewerage capacity in Criftins.  The current system does not appear to be adequate particularly during periods of heavy rainfall. This falls under the remit of Severn Trent and the Environment Agency. Cllr Davenport to request a map of drains in the area from Shropshire Council.  
Concerns about the number of new poles being installed as part of Project Gigabit were raised. Cllr Davenport reported that he has been trying to get a meeting with Airband and Freedom Fibre to encourage joint collaboration on the project along with Cllr Elner from Ellesmere Town Council.  The two companies do not appear to be working together on the project which is resulting in many new poles. Existing ducting and poles do not seem to be being utilised. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

3	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th November 2024 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting. Cllr Waller-Davies proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
Footways from the Church to the Parish Hall and from Elson to the Town boundary in need of clearing – Cllr Dyke reported that quotes are being obtained for clearing the paths. 

5	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
Nothing to report. 

6	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Nothing to report.

7	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th November 2024
Cllr Waller-Davies proposed accepting the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

8	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
No matters were raised for attention. 

9	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion
No matters were raised for attention. 

10	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Baker reported that a lot of rubbish has been dumped in Eastwick Lane. Cllr Gargiulo reported that her lane needs cleaning.  
It was reported that the hedge by Chestnut Avenue needs cutting back as the VAS unit is obscured by vegetation. Action: Clerk to report. 

b	Dudleston		
Bridge repairs previously reported have been scheduled for the beginning of January.  Blocked pipes and flooding issues were reported. Cllr Davenport to take up and visit. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported that the section between the culverted drain and the gulley to the Brook needs clearing out. 

d	Lee				
Cllr Davenport reported visiting Lee during the previous week with a Highways technician to check the flooding. There are no drains in this area – water is coming off the fields.  The grips need spading. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
It was confirmed that landowners are responsible for clearing fallen trees.
The unsung heroes who have been helping out locally were acknowledged and thanked. 

f	Criftins School 			
Cllr Gargiulo reported a delay in the academisation of the School. The hold up appears to be with the Diocese. 

g	Community policing		
No local report received. Policing charter priorities checked recently and re-confirmed. 

h	Footpaths			
Cllr Swanston reported that some signage appears to have disappeared recently.  
Concerns were raised over possible local unauthorised re-routing of a footpath. This will be monitored. 

i	Bus stops		
No update. Clerk to chase Highways for an update to the request to relocate some stops. 


11	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
Cllr Ward proposed the formation of a working group to assess the Gravel Hole and make a plan of works, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to draw up a terms of reference. Working Group to comprise Cllrs Waller-Davies, Egerton, Dyke.

12	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Law Commission consultation report	
Noted. To be approved by the CWG. 

13	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins
NSAC minutes; Launch of NALC website; Email received from Cllr Upton, Oswestry Town Councillor for Maserfield Ward regarding 53 bus route; 
It was noted that Shropshire Council will be picking up the School element of the 53 bus route. 
The Clerk advised that the Internal Auditor has started an interim audit of the accounts. 

14	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
New information has recently been added.  

b	Defibrillators – checks 
MedUK has been asked to carry out the annual checks. Some pads are due to expire soon.  
Cllr Ward proposed purchasing stickers to advertise bleed kits on the defibrillator units, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
Cllr Swanston reported slow progress mainly due to the weather.  Some maps are now completed.  Another meeting for those within the Tetchill Brook area will be convened once the mapping has been finished. 

d	Play equipment inspection policy – to review
To be updated to reflect monthly check arrangements once agreed. 

g	Monthly outdoor play equipment inspections – to consider quotes
Cllrs acknowledged the response from SC to indicate that they cannot undertake fortnightly/monthly checks on behalf of the Council. Accordingly, the Clerk has sourced two further quotes. One was for £70 pm + VAT from Ace Playgrounds for a monthly check, the other £35 + VAT for a monthly check plus full report. The Councillors considered the quotes. Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the quote from Ray Parry Playgrounds at £35 + VAT per check, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

h	Casual Vacancy
The Clerk advised that no returned application forms have been received. 
		
15	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No further matters were raised. 



b	Road Closure notifications
No updates. 

c	Sign cleaning – update
No update. 

d	VAS – to discuss site location for unit
Covered under previous item. 

e	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  to approve costs for continued service
Cllr Davenport presented a quote from Lakeside for £60 per day to continue the bus service. Councillors considered the quote.  A six month trial would cost £1560, three months would cost £720.  Cllr Davenport proposed supporting a three month trial initially, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. Councillors discussed applying for funding to enable the service to continue.  The service will be advertised via social media. 

f	Spunhill Crossroads – update for discussion
The Councillors noted the proposed scheme forwarded by Highways for alterations at this junction. 

16	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Reconciliations/Reports & Statements for approval
The Clerk reported that she will need to send the latest accounts to 1st December and reconciliation for approval at a later date as the statements are not available as yet and she has no online access to the second account. She suggested that the Councillors might wish to consider moving the account to another bank so that she has full access to both accounts for online banking, particularly in light of the forthcoming closure of the Whitchurch branch in May 2025. 
The accounts to the 1st November were presented for approval and confirmation that the reconciliation is correct. Cllr Ward proposed approving the reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
To include re-issue of cheque for £200 to Bethphage chq 2504 which was uncashed and is now stale.  
Cllr Ward proposed all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
The Dog Warden is scheduled to do a site visit. No new bins can be added to the route until the new route optimisation has been completed. 

d	Domain name email addresses – update
The Clerk has applied for Gov.uk email addresses for the Council. She will update on progress in due course. 

e	Budget 2025-26 for consideration
The Clerk requested permission to undertake some training through SALC and the SLCC at a cost of c£150.  Cllr Ward proposed approving the request to use this year’s training budget allocation for the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Richarson, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Councillors considered the proposed budget with a 5% uplift. They requested a 7% uplift version be presented for comparison in January. 



	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/12/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£407.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/12/24
	Bethphage
	Re-issue of chq 2504
	£200.00
	2540
	

	05/12/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/11/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2541
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/12/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£147.97
	2542
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/11/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy costs
	£1,292.51
	DD
	HA 1980 s301; PCA 1957 s3

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



f	Salary increase as per NALC’s pay scales 2024-25 for approval
The Clerk reported that the salary scale has increased by 61p per hour. This should be backdated to April 2024 with Council approval. To take forward to January with an updated contract for approval. 

g	Training – to approve Clerk’s training costs c£150
Covered under item e. 

h	To approve costs for Parish Council event
Not applicable. 

17	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda (13th January 2024)
Budget/precept setting

With no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, wishing them a very Happy Christmas and New Year, declaring the Meeting closed at 9:20pm.
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