ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th February 2018 at Ellesmere Town Hall 
Chair:

Cllr S Palmer

Cllrs Present: 
J Baker; K follington; K Egerton; I Ward; I Walford; B Cole; D Bevan; 


P Clubbe; J Garguilo; G Dyke; B Williams

Clerk:

M Joyce


406
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements
Cllr Palmer welcomed everyone to the Meeting and opened proceedings at 7:53pm.

407
Public Question Time 
No members of the public attended the Meeting.
408
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
No apologies were received. Cllr Davenport was absent.

409 Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
No declarations or requests were received.

410
Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee 
No update.

411  
Community Policing – to include: Local reports
The Clerk read an email report received from PC Crump.  Seventeen local incidents had been reported in January, with only one recordable crime.  The other matters were road traffic collisions, anti-social behaviour etc.  Councillors were concerned that thefts from sheds had not been included in the report. 

412
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th January 2018 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. They were proposed to be a true and accurate record by Cllr I Ward, seconded by Cllr J Baker, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.
413
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th January 2018 requiring members’ further attention.

The light which had been reported as not working at the Chestnuts has now been repaired.

414
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Bevan reported that the playground is in good repair although the corners to the bench have yet to be rounded as requested. Clerk to request again. Resolved.

415 Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
The Clerk reported that the Annual Parish Meeting has been booked for 24th April 2018 at 7:30pm at Welsh Frankton Village Hall.  The Internal Auditor has been appointed.  
Cllr Baker reported no further movement with the Joint Burial Committee until April.

416 Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Cllr Wiliams reported a quiet month.  The budget will be considered next month.  The Council tax is increasing 5% next year. 2% has been ring-fenced for adult social care.  £2m received from central Government.  A proposal for charging for green waste disposal is being considered although this has caused fly tipping concerns.  From the recent car parking strategy review, a decision has been taken not to apply car parking charges at Gobowen station. 

417
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston



Cllr Bevan reported rubbish being dumped and set alight in a gateway.  Names and addresses found amongst the rubbish which have been handed to the police.  Cllr Egerton reported that a sofa has been dumped in Bryan Daniel Lane.

Street Dinas has a continuing water leak/flood issue.

All lanes reported as in a poor state. Clerk to report. Resolved

(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
Potholes along Eastwick Lane and on Shellbrook Bridge.  Councillors reported that the verges have been degraded with running water still an issue.

Clerk to ask grounds maintenance contractor to remove bus shelter signage and return to the Signtist for contact number alteration.  To further ask for quote to tidy up the wooden bus shelter, sort out overgrown vegetation and check for drainage issues inside. Resolved.
Clerk to report items, marking water issues as urgent.  Resolved.

(c)
Welsh Frankton


Light on Church car park in need of attention. 

Councillors discussed the CiL Local expression of interest application submitted to Shropshire Council in June 2017 for funds to finance LED street lighting upgrade.  Members expressed frustration and dissatisfaction at the handling of the process and that a decision has still to be made.  Cllr Palmer highlighted that residents had been promised at the last Annual Parish Meeting that works to upgrade the lighting would be completed by the Autumn of last year.  Clerk to write to Cllr P Nutting, Leader of Shropshire Council.  Resolved.

(d)
Tetchill
The Clerk presented quotes for a new dog waste bin for Coachman’s Bridge in Tetchill as comparisons to the quote received from Highways.  After consideration, Councillors agreed to accept the Highways quote if it includes fitting.  Clerk to place the order and query frequency of emptying within the annual fee. Resolved.

(c) Lee




Cllr Dyke reported that the noticeboard is due to be finished shortly.  Concerns were raised over children walking to Ellesmere from the College. The Clerk was asked to write to the College.  



(e)
General Issues
The Clerk reported receipt of emails via the website querying local broadband provision. The Clerk had forwarded these to Ben Walker, Connecting Shropshire who had agreed to contact the resident.  

418
Planning 
a)  Councillors acknowledged receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 15th January 2018. 

419
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure – copies of the bank statements were made available.  The Clerk circulated copies of the cash book, cash summary report, bank reconciliation and cheques requiring approval to the Councillors for information.  

(b) Invoices for approval and signature as listed: 


	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of expenditure

	-
	VOID
	-
	0.00
	2036
	

	30/01/18
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s salary
	£688.80
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/02/18

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£233.77
	2037
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/18
	Nest
	Clerk’s pension
	£16.09
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	26/01/18
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£1039.74
	2038
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3

Highways Act 1980 s301

	06/02/18
	SCRUA 
	Membership renewal 17/18
	£10.00
	2039
	LGA 1972 s137

	22/01/18
	D Betts
	Bench repairs
	£150
	2040
	Public health Act 1875, s.164

Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10

	22/01/18
	D Betts
	Criftins playground
	£1200
	2041
	Public health Act 1875, s.164

Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10

	03/01/18
	Whitchurch Rural PC
	Clerk’s SLCC Membership – % contribution
	£37.16
	2042
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/02/18
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s expenses
	£34.26
	2043
	LGA 1972 s111


The Clerk reported that an additional request for Membership for 16/17 had also been received from SCRUA , however, having checked the accounts  a payment was made in April 16.  She had sent an email to query this but had received no response.  It was decided to pay only the 17/18 membership.  

The Clerk’s salary was proposed for payment by Cllr Ward seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. All other invoices were proposed for payment by Cllr Follington, seconded by Cllr Dyke. All agreed.  Resolved. 

(c) Clerk’s annual salary review 
The Clerk left the Meeting to enable Councillors to discuss the review.  It was decided to move the salary scale to sp24. In view of the salary scales changing shortly after the Clerk assumed her position, it was agreed to backdate an increase to reflect this for 2016/17.  No review was undertaken in 2017/18.  Councillors agreed to award one sp point increase which is to be backdated.  Clerk to ascertain figures and forward for approval in March.  Salary increase to be implemented in April. Resolved. 

(d) GDPR update – outsourcing quote for data protection and/or payroll services
The Clerk presented quotations received to outsource the GDPR function should this become a requirement for compliance by end of May 2018 as early indications suggested that Clerks may not be able to fulfil this function.  In the interests of best practice a quotation had also been obtained to outsource the payroll function.  Councillors agreed that the GDPR function decision should be held until more information was forthcoming from NALC.  At this time it was decided to keep the Clerk as payroll administrator.  Resolved.  

(e) Bus shelter signage – amendment of contact details
Matter covered under previous item 12(b).  

420  
Correspondence - To consider any correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk: Canal & River Trust Guide to planning for waterways in Neighbourhood Plans; Shropshire Council budget consultation; Road safety update; Silent Soldier Campaign; SALC bulletins; SALC AGM; 
Shropshire Council Traffic Sensitive Review: Cllr Ward requested by email that the Clerk asks Streetworks to provide the location of the Unchanged Roads as they cannot be identified from the Spreadsheet as it is currently provided.  No response has been received to enable progression of a response.
The Clerk reported that findings had been received from the Community Speed Watch team at West Merica Police.  Local data has been collected in Dudleston Heath 30mph zone, which has identified that speeds are in excess of meeting the criteria for community speed watch.  Therefore, patrols will be arranged for speed enforcement vehicles to attend.

421
Highways – to enable Councillors to return a road safety concerns submission
The Councillors discussed priority matters for inclusion and agreed that the Clerk should submit them as follows:
1 Road surface at Pigeon's Corner

2 Safe pedestrian walkway required from Ellesmere College to Ellesmere 

3 Speed concerns - require enhanced traffic calming measures for Dudleston and Frankton, particularly near Criftins School

4 A528 - issue with subsidence at Trench - currently temporary ramp and sings at the bridge to Overton/Wrexham

5 Dangerous access at D Field crossroads and Horseshoe Lane (Dudleston Heath end) as discussed at the site visit

422
Housekeeping –The Clerk confirmed the date of Annual Parish Meeting as 24/04/18 at Welsh Frankton Village Hall.   This has been advertised on the website.  
Annual Joint Dinner – It is the turn of ERPC to host this year’s dinner with the Town Council.  Councillors agreed to hold this at Criftins Hall and provide a buffet. To arrange a Friday in May. 
423
Parish Matters/Items for the March Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward any matters requiring discussion at the next Ordinary Meeting 12th March 2018
- Street lighting upgrade
There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 9:03pm thanking everyone for attending.

Ellesmere Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes


The Minutes of the Meeting of Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 12th  February 2018

Signed     ........................................…………............…….    Chair

Dated 
2018










Next Ordinary Meeting Date of ERPC: 12/03/18
At Ellesmere Town Hall immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


