ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th April 2019 held at
Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker
Cllrs Present: 
Cllr K Egerton; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr P Clubbe, 



Cllr B Cole; Cllr J Baker; Cllr I Walford, Cllr B Williams
Clerk:

M Joyce 
635
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
Councillors Palmer and Walford sent apologies for the Meeting.  Cllr Egerton proposed Cllr Baker Chaired the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Cllr Baker welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:26pm.  Two members of the public were present. 
636
Public Question Time 

No matters were raised.
637
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Cllr S Palmer and Cllr Walford sent apologies. 
638
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No requests were received. 


639 
Community Policing
Sgt C Greenaway sent apologies. The Clerk reported that she and Sgt Greenaway had scheduled a meeting for Wednesday.  PC Crump had attended the last coffee morning at Criftins Parish Hall.  It was agreed that the speed van’s presence was proving to be effective.  

640
Co-option of Councillors – to consider applications and co-opt new members
Councillors considered an application to join the Council received from Mr Stephen Evans to represent the Dudleston Ward.  Cllr Egerton proposed co-opting Mr Evans to the Council, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed.   Resolved. 

Cllr Evans was welcomed to the Council and duly signed the acceptance of office form as required. To complete the Register of DPI form and return this to Shropshire Council’s Monitoring Officer. 

Councillors noted that a further application has been received for the Dudleston Heath vacancy which will be taken forward to the next Meeting.  

641
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th March 2019 

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Dyke proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton , all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

642
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th March 2019  requiring members’ further attention
No matters were raised.


643
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr B Cole volunteered to undertake the required regular playground safety inspections for the Parish Council.  Clerk to forward some inspection information for reference. Cllr Egerton to liaise with Cllr Cole to carry out initial inspection of recent works and playground condition. 


644
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
Councillors reported from the last Cemetery Working Group.  A new maintenance contractor will be appointed from 1st June.  It was noted that the cash asset split has yet to be received by ERPC.  It has been planned to removed the tarmac’d path in the cemetery and replace it.  

645 Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Cllr Williams gave an overview of the work at Acton Scott Farm and of the recent Crowd Funding appeal which has raised money to replace the Shire horses. 
It was reported that the Highways team is being restructured with 23 new staff.  The Parish Councils will be given their own ‘account handlers’. The road between St Martins and Pentre Morgan is being resurfaced. 

646
Planning 
 To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 11/03/19
Acknowledged. 

647
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston



Cllr Egerton queried the defunct broadband cabinet – the Clerk will make enquiries to Connecting Shropshire to clarify the cabinet’s status.  

Potholes have been marked for repair.  Scheduled road closures were discussed.  Cllr Davenport reported that Highways now have 3 Roadmaster machines to aid repairs – 9 tonnes of filler are being delivered daily.
(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
Water main in Bryn-y-cochin at the top of road by Primrose Hill reported 12 months ago has still to be fixed. To report again.
(e) Welsh Frankton


No matters reported. 
(d)
Tetchill
Cllr Dyke gave a report on the chosen location for the new notice board.  He hopes to have it installed shortly.  Concerns were raised over the condition of the culvert on the straight to Hordley.  Highways have inspected the road and deemed it to be good.  Councillors agreed that there is a risk the culvert may collapse. 
9e)
Lee




No matters were raised. 



648
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk circulated spreadsheets confirming year end figures.  The bank reconciliation was checked against bank statements for accuracy and agreed as accurate. 
(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)


	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	06/04/19
	ETC
	Room Hire 
	£15.00
	2120
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/03/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£733.45
	DD21
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/04/19

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£266.22
	2122
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/04/19
	Nest
	Clerk’s pension
	£tbc
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/03/19
	RBL
	Lamp post poppies
	£150
	2123
	LGA 1972 s137

	02/04/19
	D Betts
	Grounds maintenance
	£1800
	2124
	Public health Act 1875, s.164

Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 &10

	02/04/19
	SALC
	Affiliation
	£822.21
	2125
	LGA 1972 s143



All invoices and payments were proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 
(c)
Standing Order amendment form for completion
To take forward to May’s meeting. 
(d) 
Confirmation of precept and Neighbourhood Fund payments due 26/4/19
The Clerk confirmed that confirmation of this year’s payment has been received from Shropshire Council.
(e)
Defibrillator – to enable Councillors to consider purchase/location
Cllr Dyke reported that he and the Clerk had been looking into installing a defibrillator into the phone kiosk in Lee.  An organisation called Community Heartbeat will arrange the installation and reconnection of the phone line if necessary.  Cllr Dyke will arrange a site visit if necessary with Community Heatbeat.  Quotes to be presented at the next meeting.  The phone kiosk is Listed.  Councillors discussed installing a defibrillator onto a pole in Tetchill.  To take forward.  
(f)
To approve Grants to be given at the Annual Parish Meeting
Councillors declared interests in grants for the Parish Halls (Cllr Ward, Baker, Davenport and Egerton) and Churches (Cllrs Egerton and Clubbe)  and as such did not participate in the voting for those organisations.

Cllr Baker proposed increasing the grants for the PCC’s to £500 each, seconded by Cllr Ward. All agreed.  Cllr Gargiulo, seconded by Cllr Clubbe proposed increasing grant s for the Halls to £500 each, all agreed.  Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo proposed increasing the grants for the Parish Newsletter and Ellesmere Day Centre Clients’ Comfort Fund to £200 each, all agreed. 

The Clerk is to write to the representatives to invite them to attend the Annual Parish Meeting to receive their cheques.  The Meeting was confirmed as the 30th April at 7:30pm at Criftin’s Parish Hall.  


649
Housekeeping

a) Road Closures:  Councillors noted new notices – poor signage was commented upon.
b) Strategic objectives – to enable Councillors to consider developing an objectives 
strategy: 
The Clerk asked if Councillors would like to consider formulating a strategic objectives plan (examples circulated for consideration).  Councillors agreed that a simple plan might be beneficial. Clerk to take forward and re-present.
c) Website – Clerk’s update on domain name issues
The Clerk reported little progress with the domain name issue. She recommended changing companies to have the domain name re-registered. Councillors were content with this approach.  
d)
Place Plan meeting date confirmation 02/05/19 7pm Ellesmere Town Hall – date and time noted.  

650
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting: 

a) SALC bulletins etc circulated by email. Bus consultation noted. 
b) Road Closure: 24/04 To 25/04 2019 Our Ref: 12112464 Directly Opposite Entrance To Hawthorn House, Dudleston Heath, Ellesmere SY12 9LW
c) Road Closure: 08.04.2019 and ending 21.04.2019 on Grapes Lane and Eastwick Lane, Duddleston Heath , from junction B5068 to junction A528. The road closure will be in place between 08.00 to 17.00 each day.
d)
Email received reporting street light out in Welsh Frankton. Clerk to report for repair. 

651
CiL/Street lighting: Update & quotation for reduced energy costs
The Clerk reported that the Hill Park column has yet to be repaired. Waiting for Scottish Power to attend.  

The Clerk has submitted the Expression of Interest form in CiL Local funds to finance the upgrade of the street lighting to be handed over to Shropshire Council to bring it up to their ‘adoptable’ standard.

652
Parish Matters/Items for the May Agenda 
As noted above.

There being no further matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:40pm. 


















Annual Meeting of the Parish Council: 14/05/19
At Ellesmere Town Hall immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


