
Chairman:
Cllr S Evans
Councillors:
Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr T Richardson



Cllr J Baker; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr I Ward
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

Unitary Cllrs:
Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 12th December 2022 at

Criftins Parish Hall

1
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session to include: 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the last Meeting of 2022 declaring the Meeting open at 8:04  pm.  No members of the public attended the Meeting.  

2
Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update

The Clerk confirmed that there is currently one vacancy.  This is being advertised via the website and social media. 

3
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr J Gargiulo.

4
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations were received.  

5
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th November 2022- To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  They were proposed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

6
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

None

7
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes not otherwise on the agenda. 
No matters were raised. 

8
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.

It was reported that Shropshire Council’s balanced budget will be presented to the full council.  Cllr Davenport stated that he thinks more effort should be made to lobby central Government for more funding. Issues with street lighting are not being fixed. There are supply shortages hampering the upgrades to LEDs.  Some control boxes are lined with asbestos which is also holding up the upgrade programmes as it has to be removed. 120 male refugees moved into the area last week into the Lord Moreton.  The building was being sold to CERCO.  It has been acknowledged that this is the wrong place as there are no local amenities and the site is opposite a girls’ school.  Cllr Davenport was thanked for robustly challenging this decision. 

9
Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14th November 2022
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the approved minutes. Cllr Ward proposed accepting them, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 

10
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns 
Clerk gave an update – she has reported the failure to undertake the work to the Chief Executive’s office. Shropshire Council has been prompted to do the 30mph LED upgrade work done. 

11
Playground – update/reports/quote for path relaying

Cllr Dyke presented three quotes to re-lay slabs by the Hill Park playground. A quote from the grounds maintenance contractor has been discounted due to a conflict of interests.  Cllr Egerton proposed accepting a quote for £1300 on the basis that the slabs are replaced like for like if they do not come up cleanly.  Action: Cllr Dyke to clarify the details and accept the quote providing the details are in line with the Council’s expectations and job specification. 
12
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Nothing to report.

b
Dudleston


It was reported that a pothole on the B5046 going into St Martins has reopened – Cllr Davenport will inspect it. 
Arthens Lane: a pothole has reappeared.  

Raw sewage has eroded the end of the lane on the B5069 near the New Cottage and the Greyhound – it is now coming out on the corner.  Highways to inspect. 


c
 Tetchill
The Clerk was asked to contact Severn Trent to complain about the quality of water which tastes and smells very chlorinated.
Cllr Swanston reported that her contact in Highways has informed her that the VAS posts will be ordered.  She noted that she has been told at least 5 times previously that they have been ordered already.  An urgent request has been put in for the road markings to be re-done.  The old bus stop sign will come out.  Three posts will go in in January.  She has requested signs to warn of the bend near Winston farm. The Parish Council may need to help finance the signage. Cllr Davenport stated that he wants more powers to be given locally ie to Parish and Town Councils to do signage etc.  Quotes will be provided by Highways. 
Referencing previously raised drainage issues in Tetchill and Tetchill brook, Cllr Swanston has put together a history of the issues which will be forwarded to the Councillors.  She will be undertaking a site visit with a Shropshire Council drainage engineer and the Environment Agency on Wednesday  – the will be looking at Tetchill through to Tetchill Brook. Tetchll Brook was lowered some years ago in order to improve the drainage in Criftins.  

d
Lee




A blocked drain was reported at the junction of Red Bridge Hordley - Tetchill – the gully needs emptying.

e
Welsh Frankton 

Cllr Richardson reported that the road at St Martins is still running with water - one side of road is alright but the other side needs attention. He has been speaking to to Highways and has been told that Kier is handling it although no time frames for a resolution have been given.

f
General issues 
Nothing reported. 
g
Community policing


The Clerk reported that the speed watch campaign is progressing – volunteers have been provided with forms to complete in order to join. 

h
Footpaths - Nothing to report. 

i
Bus stops

Cllr Egerton met with a representative from Arriva and Andy Evans from Shropshire Council.  The bus stop provision in Dudleston Heath was inspected. Cllr Egerton has made requests for changes so that safer waiting places are made for bus users.  Overgrown hedges were identified as issue.  There is no longer a bus stop by the shelter – one has been requested for the school children which wait there.  The bus stop servicing the Ellesmere route requires a hard standing pad for users.  They walked to Cleveleys garage where a stop used to be.  It was agreed that this would be a perfectly reasonable location for a stop. In all Cllr Egerton has requested 5 bus stops.  The representatives said that they couldn’t see an issue with the proposals and would put them forward to Highways for approval. Cllr Egerton advised that ERPC may need to put down slabs and stone.  It was agreed that the lighting provision at the bus stops needs sorting as a matter of urgency, along with the lighting upgrade through the village. None of the other 4 bus stops have lighting. This matter is being raised again with the Street Lighting department at Shropshire Council. hughes.

j
Tetchill Brook
Item coovered previously.
13
The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
The Clerk reported that she is waiting for the Archives to send an invoice for the official copies of Minutes for the Solicitor.  

14
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts
 - noted


b
Any other matters/correspondence 

A report from the last meeting was given. The Mayor wants the regulations inspected again in 6 months. The CWG has agreed to carry out a review not earlier than May. This will involve Undertakers, Grounds Maintenance Contractors and the CWG will also take advice from professional bodies.  The Cemetery is very likely to close in within the next 3 years.  Councillors agreed that the Regulations are very clear in terms of what can and cannot be installed into a lawned Cemetery.  The same regulations apply in the parish churchyards and all new graveyards for Health and Safety, access and long-term maintenance.  It would appear that enforcing of some rules has slipped which must be addressed in the New Year.  It was noted that around 20 graves have been self-kerbed.  

The Undertakers should level the graves and turf later.  The creation of mini gardens and the placing of ornaments must be discouraged – only headstones/crosses should be installed to mark graves.  Cllr Ward was invited to attend the next CWG meeting as a guest to provide historical background knowledge.  The Clerk reminded the Council that a new representative should be nominated to join the CWG to replace Cllr Clubbe.  Cllr Egerton proposed Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed.  
The Clerk is to attend a meeting at the Town Hall regarding regulations. 

15
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting minutes; Community reassurance updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence; NALC legal topic notes; 

No matters were raised.
16
Housekeeping 
a
Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
All good. 

b
Boundary review – update
No comments were received. 
c
Policy reviews
To be undertaken in January.

d
Co-option – to acknowledge receipt of co-opt post 14 day notice

The notice advising co-option for the vacancy was noted.   




17
Highways 
a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern eg accidents, road closure, speeding etc -  no matters raised. 
b
VAS units for Tetchill – progress report given under previous item.  Three units will be installed in Tetchill. ERPC purchased 4 units - one will be available for installation in another area.  To take forward to January. 
18
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure 
Cllr Dyke proposed the reconciliation to be accurate, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 
b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Baker, proposed all payments due for approval, all agreed. 

c
Budget for 2023-24
Councillors discussed making provision to supply faster broadband for Criftins Hall and Welsh Frankton Hall.  
The Clerk queried a previous allocation of NF money for the canal renovation project. Councillors agreed that after the boundary review the area will no longer fall within ERPC’s area. bus stops and The bus shelters may need updating  - include a provision for new shelters. 
The Clerk was asked to make provision for the Welsh Frankton footpath update - £5000
Maintenance of the Gravel Hole to be included.  
A provision for sign clearning to be included – The Clerk will enquire about Shropshire Council’s EM Grants. 
30 repeater signs through village – lighting doesn’t correspond to national standards iw se

d
National salary award update – to approve salary adj payment from April 22 – current
Cllr Evans proposed increasing the Clerk’s salary in line with the National Salary Award, backdated to  April, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. 

e
To receive quote from Dave’s Operator Hire for sign cleaning/clearing

Cllr Baker declared interest and left the meeting 
A quote was received for £632.50. Cllr Ward proposed accepting this quote, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Clerk to appoint.
	

	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/22
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1118.96
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/12/22
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£42.71 ERPC

£56.95 Employee

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/21/22
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£774.43
	2407
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/11/22
	Employee
	Expenses
	£97.80
	2413
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/12/22
	SLCC 
	Clerk’s Membership
	£59.20
	2408
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/12/22
	RBL
	Wreath
	£50.00
	2409
	Chairman’s expenses

	07/11/22
	MedUk
	Defib parts
	£105.06
	2410
	PHA 1936 234

	12/12/22
	Employee
	Salary adj payment 
	£tbc
	2411
	LGA 1972 s112

	15/11/22
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£50.00
	2412
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/12/22
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£653.82
	2414
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	
	
	
	
	


 19
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 9th January 2023 at Criftins Parish Hall 

Budget; precept requirement

20
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to discuss correspondence received
No matters to discuss.
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman wished everyone a very Happy Christmas and declared the Meeting closed at 9:16 pm. 
ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL









