

Chairman:		Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr J Baker
			Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr J Waller-Davies
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr S Davenport; 
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held on 8th January 2024 
At Criftins Parish Hall


209	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:38pm.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Penrose, Ward and Richardson. Unitary Cllr Williams also sent his apologies. 

210	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
Vacancy filled at December’s meeting.

211	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations  (LGA 1972 s94)]
No requests for declarations were received. 

212	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th December 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Dyke proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

213	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised for discussion. 

214	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings had been attended. 

215	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Davenport updated on Shropshire Council’s budget planning for the next financial year.  The Cabinet will be voting on whether to levy green waste removal charges.  Cllr Davenport expressed the view that Shropshire Council should sell off some assets in order to balance its budget and to ensure the provision of services.  
He confirmed that the lighting through Dudleston Heath should be upgraded by Shropshire Council shortly. 

216	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th December 2023
Cllr Swanston proposed accepting the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

217	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns; 
No further matters to report.


218	Playground  - Inspection report
Cllr Penrose was not present to give a recent inspection report.

219	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Potholes were reported near the School and Chapel Lane. To be reported via FixMyStreet. 

b	Dudleston		
Flooding was reported by the Greyhound.  The ditches have been cleaned out however have refilled.  Blocked drains need clearing out and inspecting once completed.  Councillors were asked to provide maps of problem areas highlighting ditches and drains in need of clearing.  Problems reported at the previous meeting are ongoing and unresolved. The Councillors discussed sending a letter to landowners requesting that they clear out ditches as per their riparian responsibilities. Action: Clerk to draft and distribute. 
Councillors raised concerns about the increasing number of static caravans in place around the parish which have, in some cases, been used in conjunction with development of properties but never removed. Action: Cllr Baker to provide locations. Clerk to report to Planning Enforcement for investigation and to request clarification as to whether the caravans are permitted or not.  

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston raised concerns about parking near the canal whilst side re-enforcement is being undertaken.  Mud is being spread onto the highway from the field due to vehicle movements. Action: Cllr Swanston to raise with the C&R Trust. 

d	Lee				
Cllr Dyke reported a stolen sign. To photograph for reporting purposes. An increasing number of bad potholes from Lee to Colemere were reported. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Cllr Davenport will report flooding issues in Brynalt Lane. A blocked drain is causing flooding issues in Perthy Lane by Top Farm.  Terrible road conditions were reported from Lower Frankton to Welsh Frankton. Action: Cllr Davenport to deal with. 

f	General issues 
No items were raised. 

g	Community policing		
An SNT newsletter has been circulated for information. 

h	Footpaths		
Footpath issue reported: Mile away path on the edge of the Dee on the other side of the Overton Road with the Boat Inn on the opposite bank.  The path needs attention as it is overgrown in places and impassable.  Action: Clerk to report. 

i	Bus stops
No update. 

220	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
There has been no update on the claim. Action: Clerk to check with the Solicitor. 
The path will be mown in the Spring to permit access. 
Clerk to check if the dog warden would empty a dog waste bin if one is provided.  
221	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
None received in the last month.

b	Meeting feedback (if applicable)	
No meeting has been held.

222	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: Buglife; Lord Lieutenant’s newsletter; Boundary review updates; SC budget consultation; NSAC meeting notification; Martyn’s Law; Project Gigabit; 
Cllr Swanston reported that Martyn’s Law is unlikely to affect gatherings of under 500 people and will probably only be applicable for specific events.

223	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported the Facebook page continues to be well received. 

b	Defibrillators – checks and training dates (to be scheduled for March/April)
Councillors were asked to check the expiry date of the pads in the Greyhound defibrillator. 

c	To consider/adopt a biodiversity policy
Cllr Egerton proposed adopting the model policy in principle, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 
		
224	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No matters were raised. 
b	Road Closure:  A495, Perthy junction to Ellesmere 
Start Date: 19th February 2024 End Date: 23rd February 2024 Purpose: Renew road markings
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ211LW-1729307-2
Enforcement pattern for A495 Perthy junction to Ellesmere: Monday - Friday 09:30 - 16:00
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=136917668
Road Closure:  Cae Goody Lane, Ellesmere Start Date: 27th February 2024 End Date: 30th April 2024
Purpose: Road Closure for migrating toads. The road will be closed - access only 19.00 - 07.00 every night
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: Unknown (promoter_works_ref)
Enforcement pattern for Cae Goody Lane, Ellesmere: 19.00 -.07.00 
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=136849611
Noted.  

c	Sign cleaning – to review quote 
Cllr Evans to forward maps to the Clerk in order to obtain quotes for sign cleaning.

d	VAS – to review possible locations for 4th VAS unit
The location proposed by TWM was refused by landowners.  Cllr Swanston to liaise with Highways officer to ask if it can go on the 30mph post. Action: to take forward.
 
225	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Cllr Swanston proposed approving the accounts as accurate, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Evans proposed all payments for approval, seconded by  Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 
c	2024-25 Budget for approval
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the presented budget, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 

d	Precept request – to consider/approve the amount to be requested for2024-25
Cllr Evans proposed requesting a precept of £43,986.85. seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 


e	Bank mandate
The Clerk has requested a new mandate in order to update signatories. The Bank has confirmed that this will be posted out. Action: to sign off at the next meeting. 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£tbc
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£369.51
	2478
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/0124
	HMRC
	Replacement cheque for 2474
	£220.00
	2479
	LGA 1972 s112





 226	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 12th February 2024
With no further matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:41pm. 
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