


Acting Chairman:	Cllr G DykeELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr T Richardson
			Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr J Baker;  
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held on 10th July 2023 at
Criftins Parish Hall

119	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Dyke, chaired the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:17pm. Apologies were received from Cllrs Swanston, Evans and Penrose.  No members of the public attended the Meeting. 

120	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
No applications have been received. One vacancy exists. 

121	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
No interests were declared. 


122	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th June 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Egerton proposed that they be approved as a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

123	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

124	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings have been attended. No reports were given. 

125	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Davenport confirmed that the road behind Dudleston Church will be closed from 17th July.
 
126	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 15th May 2023
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the approved minutes, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

127	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns; Feedback from Cllr site visit with Eon; Dudleston Heath Shropshire Council 30mph lighting scheme update; Scottish Power cable relocations; Review of inventory and current charges
The Clerk confirmed that the 4 lights due to be upgraded in Dudleston Heath will be done later this month. The inventory will be subsequently updated and forwarded to Shropshire Council in respect of the energy agreement. 
The outstanding 30mph repeater signs for Dudleston Heath should have been provided as part of the traffic order made 15-20 yeasr ago – currently it is non compliant/enforceable.  Clerk to remind Highways that the signs should be in place. Two street lights are still in need of upgrading following adoption by Shropshire Council.

128	Playground  - Annual inspection report; Fencing quotes for consideration
Items highlighted in the Annual Inspection report to be taken forward for action. Councillors agreed that the fence and bench should be repainted, Cllr Ward proposed that Cllr Dyke arrange for this to be done, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed.  Other items will be dealt with by the grounds maintenance contractor.  Clerk to request weed spraying to be undertaken prior to the schools closing. 

129	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Gargiulo reported that new hard core has been put down in the layby by Criftins School which is welcomed, however, the potholes are still in evidence.  
Large boulders have been put on the verge outside the entrance to a field outside the village. Clerk to report to Highways to remove. 

b	Dudleston		
Cllr Egerton informed the Council that ERPC’s Jubilee commemorative bench in the churchyard needs tidying up. Cllr Dyke proposed arranging for the handyman to repair, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved.  Cllr Dyke to organise. 

c	 Tetchill
The Clerk gave Cllr Swanston’s update. White lining works have still not be done.  Drainage work undertaken by Shropshire Council appears to be having an effect. Still no update on VAS pole permission from Highways. 

d	Lee				
Cllr Dyke reported that verge cutting is outstanding.  Apparently the cutting programme has been delayed. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Cllr Richardson raised blocked drain issues.  The Lower Frankton sign has not been repaired as yet. Clerk to report again.  

f	General issues 
Councillors discussed vegetation obscuring signage in hedgerows. It falls under the responsibility of landowners to keep signs clear. The Clerk was asked to obtain official clarification and prepare a standard letter to be distributed to landowners. 

g	Community policing		
Updates provided via a policing website.

h	Footpaths		
Nothing to report. 
i	Bus stops
Cllr Egerton gave a report from her site meeting to discuss bus stop provision in Dudleston Heath, current and aspirational.  The suggestions were agreed to however no timescales were provided. To monitor and take forward. 

j	VAS units			
No update. 

130	The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
The application is still pending with the Land Registry. 
Cllr Baker requested that the P3 Group be asked to install a kissing gate as previously discussed and clear the entrance.  Clerk to liaise. 

131	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 
Ellesmere Town Council’s allocation of £5k for land testing was acknowledged. The Rural Council will be required to match the £5k. The Clerk confirmed that there is an amount in earmarked reserves for the CWG so the funds are available. Cllr Ward proposed transferring the amount as and when required, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Meeting feedback	
Cllr Dyke reported that new plots have been identified which has alleviated the immediate space issues. Following a meeting with stakeholders, the regulations have been reviewed and clarified to ensure a robust set of regulations and to remove ambiguity.  A public meeting is likely to be scheduled in the Autumn to update on land availability once testing has been carried out. 

132	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
Neighbourhood matters updates; PCC update; Annual Town & Parish Police survey; Fix my street updates; 
No matters were raised for discussion. 

133	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported all is going well and requested photos for posting. 

b	Defibrillators – inspection reports/to report any concerns or issues
Checks to be reported online. 

c	Place Plan updates 
The Clerk reported that she has uploaded the changes.  The Place Plan Officer has still to make direct contact. 

134	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern 
Covered. 



b	Spunhill crossroads road concerns – to enable Cllrs to discuss
A site meeting is being arranged following receipt of the police report. The Clerk is waiting for dates from Highways. 

Road Closure:  B5069 Overton Road, St Martins Start Date: 21st June 2023End Date: 22nd July 2023
Purpose: SITE N09 Surface Dressing Works to Include:- Dressing Works - 21/06/2023-27/06/2023 Lock Chip Works - 13/07/2023-14/07/2023 (Road Closure) Lining Works - 20/07/2023-22/07/2023 (ROAD CLOSURE) PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE WORKS ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE Please note that the closure for these works will not be in place at the same time as the closures for Sites N07.
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ211SD-N09 Enforcement pattern for B5069 Overton Road, St Martins:
Monday - Saturday 09:30 - 16:00 
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=134577042
Road Closure:  Ellesmere to Lower Hordley Start Date: 14th May 2023 End Date: 13th July 2023
Purpose: Site N20 Surface Dressing Works to Include:- Dressing Works - 14/05/2023-16/05/2023 Lining Works - 23/05/2023 (STOP/GO) Lining Works - 13/07/2023 (Road Closure) PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE WORKS ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ211SD-N20
Enforcement pattern for Ellesmere to Lower Hordley: Monday - Friday 09:30 - 16:00 Saturday 08:00 - 17:00
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=134762142
Road Closure:  Sodylt Bank Junction To Pentre-coed Junction
Start Date: 5th September 2023 (Earlier date agreed 1/8/23) End Date: 7th September 2023
Purpose: Road Closure - New water connection Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water
Works Promoter Ref: LB9225201-000006670120-01
Enforcement pattern for Sodylt Bank Junction To Pentre-coed Junction: All the time
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=134729293
Road Closure - GY002 2101263653A - OLD MARTON CROSSROADS TO PERTHY BRIDGE 07/08/2023 – 09/08/2023 SP Networks
Road Closure Outside The Ash Tree Grange, Sodylt Bank Junction To Pentre-Coed Junction, Dudleston, Ellesmere, Sy12 9ee 01/08/2023
 


135	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the accounts.  Cllr Ward proposed approving the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/07/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC
£96.73Employee
£169.28

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/07/23
	VOID
	
	
	2453
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/07/23
	HMRC
	PAYE Aug
	£333.79
	2454
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/06/23
	Playsafety
	Playground inspection
	£90.00
	2455
	PHA 1875 s164

	
	VOID
	
	
	2456
	

	12/06/23
	Eon
	Repair
	£156.10
	2457
	HA 1980 s301; PCA 1957 s3

	10/07/23
	HMRC
	PAYE July
	£333.79
	2458
	LGA 1972 s112


Cllr Ward proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 

 136	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 
Next meeting date 11th September. Cllr Richardson gave his apologies. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:17pm.




