ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th October 2019 held at
Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker
Cllrs Present: 
Cllr P Clubbe, Cllr S Palmer; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Cole; Cllr I 



Walford; Cllr S Evans; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr B Williams; Cllr I Ward
Clerk:

M Joyce 
717
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:37pm welcoming everyone present.

718
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public. 

No members of the public attended the Meeting.

719
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr K Egerton and Cllr J Gargiulo.  

720
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations or requests were received.

721
Community Policing
The Clerk read a report submitted by PC Crump.  Sgt Greenaway has now been promoted to Inspector and a new Sergeant is in place.  Councillors expressed a wish to meet and welcome the new Sergeant.

722
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th September 2019 - To approve the minutes of the last meeting.
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting. Cllr Dyke proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Palmer, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved.

723
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th September 2019 - requiring members’ further attention.
No matters were raised.

724
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Weeds were raised as an issue. The Clerk has requested their removal. Foam and rubber door stops to be applied to the gate post to prevent slamming in response to a concern raised in the annual inspection report. An emergency contacts information sign is to be ordered for the playground.

725
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
Councillors reported from the last CWG Meeting, reporting concern over the lack of input they feel they have into the decision making process of the Group under the new arrangement.  Councillors requested that the Clerk makes enquiries as to the split between Rural and Town internments over the last 10 years.  Councillors agreed to further consider the Rural’s input into the Group at the next Meeting.  

726
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Nothing of note to report.  A new machine is in use by the Highways Dept to tackle pothole repairs. 

727
Planning 
 To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 09/09/19
Cllr Ward proposed receiving the Minutes of the last Meeting, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. All agreed.

728
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston



The Clerk reported a complaint from a resident about refridgerated lorries parking overnight in a layby opposite his house. He queried whether the layby was an official one and whether it could be closed.  Security of his property causing him concern following an attempted break in as he feels this layby could be used for surveillance. The matter has been referred to Highways.  Complaints have been received about the overgrown hedge near Criftins School which continues to cause visibility issues and is a health and safety hazard to pedestrians and traffic.  Clerk to write to request that the hedge be cut.


(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
Parish Council name signs is required for the noticeboard – Cllr Ward to measure.  

(c) Welsh Frankton


Cllr Palmer reported flooding issue continuing in Welsh Frankton to a property. To report again.  Gullies need clearing.

Lighting issue in Welsh Frankton following works by Scottish Power. Eon to attend. 

(d)
Lee

No matters raised.


(e) Tetchill




No matters raised.

(f)
General issues
Councillors agreed to display the poppies around the Parish for Remembrance Sunday.

(g)
Canal tow paths
Cllr Palmer reported from his meeting with the Canal and River Trust.  The path was not levelled following works carried out several years ago.  Clerk to follow up for a remedial plan.




729
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Spreadsheets of the current financial position were circulated for information. Balances were checked against bank statements for accuracy and duly signed off as correct.  

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
The street lighting joint energy bill was held over in anticipation of a site visit with the Street Lighting Dept.   All payments were proposed and seconded by Cllrs Ward and Walford, all agreed. 

(c)
To formally receive and accept the findings of the External Audit report
The External Auditor’s report, certificate and recommendations were noted. Cllr Dyke proposed accepting them, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed.

(d)
Grant funding request – Criftins Table Tennis Club
Cllrs Baker, Ward and Davenport did not participate in the discussion. Councillors considered the request for funding to purchase an equipment shed following the Club’s relocation. Councillors agreed to forward £1000 to the Club once the remainder of the funds (£1288+VAT total) required have been raised and they are in a position to make the purchase. Clerk to inform the Club.

(e)
ICO renewal confirmation – Councillors noted that the annual direct debit payment is due.
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/10/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£104.48
	2160
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/10/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	04/06/19
	Shropshire Council
	Joint energy costs 2nd quarter
	£1269.40


	2161
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	tbc
	ETC
	Room Hire 
	£15.00
	2162
	LGA 1972 s111


730  
Housekeeping

(a) Website 




The Clerk informed Councillors that she has now included the Church newsletter on the website.  Photos requested of the Churches and other local landmarks for inclusion. 

(b)
Training opportunities
SALC courses noted.

(c)
Defibrillators – update


The tree by the Lee kiosk has now been trimmed back.  Equipment in but cabinets have not yet arrived.  Need to establish a location in Tetchill.  

(d)
Remembrance Sunday – laying of wreath

Cllr Ward to lay the wreath.

(e)
Communications Policy, Complaints Procedure, Delegation of authority to the Clerk to handle Complaints: To enable Councillors to discuss/adopt the policy & procedure and to delegate authority to the Clerk as outlined
Cllr Ward proposed the delegation of authority and the adoption of both policies, seconded by Cllr Palmer, all agreed. 

731
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting:
(a)
SALC bulletins etc circulated by email
(b)
CiL Local – expression of interest application forms – to enable Councillors to consider a re-application for funds: Cllr Evans suggested applying for funds to have electric car charging points put into the car parks. Cllr Davenport recommended waiting for uniformity as there are currently 5 different types.  Cllr Walford queried whether mains sewerage for Tetchill could be applied for. To explore the possibility with Shropshire Council. Clerk to forward the original application to Cllr Ward.  Cllr Ward to check plans regarding proposed extension of the footway link by Fox development in Dudleston Heath. 
(c)
BT payphone removal consultation

The Clerk is to submit a request to adopt the Dudleston Heath kiosk as proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Baker.  
Clerk to check Welsh Frankton kiosk status. 
(d)
CiL Local spend query – Response for consideration
Councillors expressed dissatisfaction at the response received regarding how much money from the CiL Local funds held by Shropshire Council has actually been spend in Ellesmere Rural Parish.  Clerk to write again.  
Councillor Palmer confirmed that upgrading street lighting does fall within the CiL Local spend criteria.
(e)
SALC AGM & 70th Birthday
- noted

(f)
Youth support consultation
- noted


(g)
Response from Shropshire Council re ETC boundary review request – noted
(h)
Shropshire Star – article on street lighting – to enable Councillors to discuss

Councillors noted the article and confirmed that they were content with the content.

732
Street lighting upgrade – Update and feedback from site visit with Shropshire Council’s lighting team
Cllrs Davenport and Ward to attend a site visit – to arrange date. Eon has been asked to quote for the removal of the old lighting and that which is not being replaced.  The crossing lighting is to remain in place.  Cllr Ward to look at the CiL EOI.

733
Parish Matters/Items for the November Agenda 
Budgets – the Clerk requested any items for inclusion. 
There being no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8:53 pm. 
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