
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2016 AT ELLESMERE TOWN HALL

Present:    
Cllr S Palmer



Cllr I Ward



Cllr Mrs J Gargiulo


Cllr D Bevan


Cllr Mrs K Egerton 



Cllr J S Baker



Cllr Mrs P Clubbe



Cllr G Dyke


Cllr K Follington




Mrs M Joyce  (Clerk)





One member of the public was present. 





161
Chairman’s Opening Remarks

The Chair opened the Meeting at 7:55pm. Cllr Palmer reported that he had represented the Parish Council at the Remembrance Day Service on Sunday, laying the wreath on behalf of the parish.  

162
Public Question Time - 
No items were brought forward for consideration.
163
To receive Apologies  

Apologies received from Cllr Davenport (Meeting) and Cllr Hesketh which were duly accepted by the Council.   

164
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

165
Update - Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee - Cllr Mrs K Egerton  - Nothing to report.
166  
Community Policing – to include: 

a) Local reports – no police attendance and no report provided.  Cllr Bevan reported a problem with poaching locally.  Cllr Gargiulo reported recent incidences of attempted child abductions.  Cllr Palmer suggested contacting the local inspector to request input from the local force; Councillors expressed concern over lack of connection with the force.  Cllr Ward suggested writing to the Crime Commissioner.  Fly tipping is also proving to be an issue.  Clerk asked to write to the Inspector at Oswestry requesting report.  Inspector Rick Clare.  Copy police and crime commissioner – to express concerns that there is little or no liaison between forces and the Parish Councils who represent residents.  
167
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th October 2016 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr Egerton , all agreed. The Minutes were duly signed by the Chair. 
168
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th October 2016:  
Item 156 B – bin has not been moved – reported by Cllr Ward.  
Style has been put in at  Eastwick Lane – Cllr Ward. Thanks to the Footpath Dept.
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169
Play area - Dudleston Heath  

Splinters have been removed.
170
 Reports from Committees
No Burial Committee meeting held.

171
New Parish Council Website– Discuss content/confirm domain name
Photographs have been received from Councillors.  The Clerk reported that there had been a problem with the registration of the new domain name which had been applied for.  Councillors discussed the alternative options suggested.  Clerk to apply for Ellesmererural-pc.gov.uk – as proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded Cllr Egerton, all agreed.  Resolved.  
172
Neighbourhood Plan – Discuss
Cllr Ward has now been added to town council team to instigate a neighbourhood plan for the town and parish council – to run parallel with SAMDev for both councils.  Review of SAMDev will be undertaken. Plan to work in context.  Dates for Neighbourhood Plan Meeting due from Town Council.  
173
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
cllr Williams had nothing specific to report.
174
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston – nothing to report.  


(b) Dudleston Heath – new notice board to be done in the New Year –the Clerk confirmed that the price quoted includes the posts.  
(c) Welsh Frankton – Cllr Palmer gave update on VAS in Welsh Frankton – The sign is not registering speeds quickly enough; an electronic problem is suspected  as the display is ‘overwriting’.   In addition the pole is not vertical. Cllr Palmer to contact Highways again.  The sign should be triggered when approaching cars are registered are between 40 and 30 signs.  
united reform church opposite St Andrews – light not working – Clerk to chase Highline to fix.  
(d) Tetchill – Cllr Swanston gave report on diversion – requested one way system in advance of works starting.  Peak times are horrendous for the traffic. Diversions are not being followed.  Correspondence received from residents.  The diversion traffic has proven particularly hazardous for pedestrians.  One way system not put in place to allow access to frontages.  Has received a request to submit formal complain to highways due to lack of forward thinking on planning for this.  Councillor Ward made representations from the Town Council to Shropshire Council Highways Dept. Love lane was an exception and had a one way system.  The Parish Council has received complaints from Janet Kelly and Martin Roberts whose comments were noted.  Leak in Watergate Street remains and will require remedials.  Request before diversions proposed in future – Shropshire Council should be asked to come to meetings to discuss the matter and any proposed diversions.  Councillors agreed that the diversion should be approved at a local level prior to its implementation.  Road closure notices are received months in advance.  Signage and detail needs consultation and approval not just proposed routes.  Ellesmere Road to Oswestry road to Tetchill will need cleaning – dangerous due to mud.  Clerk to report to Highways – Severn Trent should be made responsible for cleaning.  Street lights – 3 lights out – Clerk to report.
(e) Tetchil – new notice board – Clerk to submit request permission fora new board to go on verge in Tetchill which is owned by Shropshire council.  
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(f) Lee – Cllr Dyke reported chaos as a result of the diversions – verges destroyed.  Road sweeper will need to attend following works. Spunhill crossroads being used as part of diversion route – Councillors agreed that they have serious concerns about this route being used for diversions.  Members discussed the fact that a 30mph on this section was requested but refused.  Severn Trent could have been required to implement this measure.  The Clerk was asked to report a road surface issue from Lee to Tetchill Lane  where the tarmac has been washed away on the steep bank halfway down– request works to repair. 
(g) General Issues to include:
BT Phone Kiosk Removal Consultation: Frankton –Council members discussed the current levels of usage, which is low in all areas.  Councillors approved the removal of kiosks.  Clerk to respond.
Bus shelter remedial works: a quote has been received from Mr D Betts for consideration: quote received for £150, Councillors agreed to accept the quotation. Clerk to instruct.
(g)
Road closures/works: covered under previous items.  
 
175
Planning - To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 10th October 2016  - Received.
176
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure – Cllr Ward recommended a proposal to authorise the Clerk to transfer money between accounts to ensure sound financial operation, seconded by Cllr Swanston.   Motion approved.  All agreed. Resolved.
(b) Cheques for approval and signature – Cllr Ward proposed paying all items as listed,  seconded by Cllr Clubbe. All agreed. Resolved.
(c) Any other items of expenditure for consideration – quote for bus shelter approved under previous item. Resolved.
(d) Pension scheme for Clerk – Councillors discussed the Parish Council’s responsibility to provide a pension scheme for the Clerk.  Cllr Palmer, seconded by Cllr Ward – proposed the NEST government established pension scheme as being the most suitable. Minimum rate suggested is 2 % combined contribution.  This will need to be reviewed in line with parliamentary recommendations.  Clerk to set up. Resolved.
177  
Correspondence - To consider any correspondence received (E mails forwarded to  Councillors) to include: Shropshire SP Energy Network North Shropshire reinforcement update; Shropshire Council Outdoor Partnerships Open Spaces Review: Dudleston churchyard had been left off the list. – Cllr Ward to complete the consultation.  
SALC AGM; Town & Parish Council Forum; Transparency Fund; Health Shropshire Annual Event; 

178
Reports from Councillors  

(a)
Street Lighting – Progress report from Cllr I Ward regarding proposed tendering for LED replacement lighting: paperwork complete – going out to tendering – list of tendering companies – email to ask for interest – Cllr Ward to draft – Clerk to then circulate by email. Once agreed the Clerk will then distribute the documentation.  Timescale – should go out within next two weeks.  Should have responses back by the next meeting from companies wishing to quote for the work.  Aim to get a contractor in place by February.  
There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:00pm.



Ellesmere Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes


Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 14th November 2016 

Signed     ........................................…………............…….    Chair

Dated 12th December 2016
ERPC                                                                                                                          November 2016

