ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:		Cllr S Evans
Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr I Ward; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr G Dyke
			Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr S Penrose
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Williams
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held on 13th November 2023 
At Criftins Parish Hall

173	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:46pm.  Apologies were noted from Cllr Baker.  Apologies were noted from Cllr Ward for the December meeting. One member of the public attended the meeting to discuss flooding issues at Gadlas.

174	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
No applications have been received. An advert will be put into the Church magazine. 

175	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Cllr Ward declared an interest in the grant application form received from the Bowling Club. 

175	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th October 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Ward         proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Swanston , all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

177	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

178	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings have been attended. 

179	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Davenport reported that there have been lots of flooding issues to deal with. Potholes cannot be repaired until the weather improves/dries up.  Cllr Davenport will pay a site visit to Gadlas with the drainage team to inspect the report of foul water in the ditch.  The landowner has installed new ditches which have taken a lot of the water.  Action: Cllr Davenport to forward photos and details to the Clerk.  
Cllr Wililams reported that Shropshire Council has set up a new group to advise people how to apply for Crowd Funding for community projects. Councillors expressed some doubt for the need for such a group and suggested that the old Local Joint Committee used to fulfil this function and provide more assistance to groups helping them with grant funding application completion. This might be more useful that concentrating solely upon Crowd Funding. . The Unitary Councillors were asked to feed their comments back to the Council. 
A progress report was requested on the Consultants which were brought in by Shropshire Council to find £38m of savings at a cost of £3m.  Councillors discussed inflation and its impact on costs.  






180	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 9th October 2023
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Planning Committee meeting.  Cllr Ward proposed accepting the approved minutes, seconded by Clrl Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

181	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns; 
It was reported that the upgraded light on the corner of Grapes Lane is still not working. Action: Clerk to chase Eon.  
The island lights in the centre of the village are not working. Action: Clerk to report to Shropshire Council. 
The Clerk was asked to chase up speed data checks for Dudleston Heath.  

182	Playground  - Inspection report; Fencing quotes for consideration
Cllr Penrose reported that the playground is in good order. Clerk to forward a playground inspection template. 

183	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath	
Cllr Penrose raised Severn Trent issues again.
Verges on the School road were reported as being in poor condition.  The overgrown hedge report made on FixMyStreet has been returned as no action needed.  The three way junction at Top Lanes needs re white lining. Action: Clerkt o report as the give ways are not obvious without the lining. 
Pothole reported new the Old Shop an Brynore junction.  
A suspected blocked gulley was reported in Dudleston Heath under the road causing flooding near Chester Avenue and across the road.  Action: Cllr Ward to send details. 

b	Dudleston		
Repairs have been scheduled for Shellbrook Bridge (Plas Thomas). Engineers have inspected it and works are planned. 
Flooding was reported in Crimpeth Lane. The culvert has been reported for cleaning. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported that the white lining works have been done.  Three out of four speed indicator signs are now installed and working.  It has been suggested that it could go near the canal bridge on the 30mph sign. Waiting to hear back from TWM.  
Cllr Swanston reported that the Environment Agency has been completely useless in resolving the Tetchill Brook issues.  They are supposed to be establishing who owns the land between Ellesmere and Tetchill.  Concerns were raised that the proposed Aldi will add to the run off problems.  A joint meeting between ERPC, ETC, the Barns and cricket pitch may be the way forward.  

d	Lee				
Cllr Dyke requested that the road sweeper be sent through from Ellesmere to Lee. Action: report via FixMyStreet. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Clerk to report the Hall light for repair.  Burst drain outside Malt House: Cllr Davenport to report. 
It was noted that the Village Hall has not used the £2000 grant given to provide conferencing facilities, to include the installation of wifi in the Hall.  To follow up. 

f	General issues 
Cllr Egerton extended an invitation to the Licensing Service for the new Vicar, Rev Gareth Ingham, on 27th November at 7pm.  

g	Community policing		
Nothing to report. Cllr Davenport to request an in person visit. 

h	Footpaths		
It was noted that lots of work has been carried out locally recently.  
The overgrown footway between Ellesmere and Elson has still not been attended to.  

i	Bus stops
No update. Cllr Swanston queried whether the redundant stop in Tetchill could be removed. New residents are unaware there is no service. A laminated sign will be installed to advise residents that there are no buses. Councillor sdiscussed whether the Lakeside community bus could visit Tetchill. 

184	The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
No update on legal process. 
The gate needs repairing – Clerk to inform Cllr Baker.
A tree scheme was noted asking for local areas suitable for tree planting. Cllr Ward to forward details. 

185	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Meeting feedback
The Clerk advise the Council that she is anticipating a request for funds shortly. 	

186	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
Community Tree Scheme; Smithfield Riverside Development; SALC AGM; Health updates
An email regarding the Spunhill crossroads was noted. 
Meeting dates for 2024 were circulated. 

187	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
All working well. 

b	Defibrillators – checks
The Clerk was asked to request some more training sessions in the Sring. 

c	Place Plans 
The updates are not available online as yet. 

d	Meeting dates for 2024
Noted. 

e	Remembrance Sunday – feedback 
Cllr Evans attended the service, which was excellent, and laid the wreath. The parade was cancelled. The School service was also reported as having been very good. 

	
188	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern: Flooding 
Covered.

b	Tetchill VAS installation update
Covered. 

c	Speed checks
Covered. 

d	A528 Traffic Safety
An email from Welshhampton PC was noted. The crossroad upgrade remains the priority of both Councils. 

189	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Richardson, proposed that the reconciliation be approved as accurate, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Penrose, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Grant funding request Criftins Bowling Club
The application was noted.  Councillors discussed grant funding opportunities. The Clerk was asked to respond to the application to confirm that if the Club applies for, and receives £2000, it will provide £1300 towards the new equipment, as proposed by Cllr Jackson, seconded by Cllr Penrose, all agreed. Resolved. 

d	2024-25 Budget for consideration 
The Clerk was asked to prepare a budget with a 2.5% uplift on last year, putting £15k aside for the Gravel Hole. Two new VAS signs should be included in the budget, £20k for street furniture replacement and £10kfor playground equipment replacement.  

e	Internal Audit tender
Cllr Ward proposed re-appointing the Internal Auditor, SDH Accounting,  seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. 

f	NALC Salary Scale Award – to discuss/agree
The new NALC salary scales were noted giving a £1ph pay increase backdated to April. Cllr Ward proposed agreeing the increase, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 



	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/11/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC
£96.73Employee
£169.28

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£338.86
	2468
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/11/23
	RBL
	Wreath
	£50.00
	2469
	Chairman’s Expenses

	07/11/23
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room HIre
	£20.00
	2470
	LGA 1972 s111

	29/09/23
	MedUK Group Ltd
	Defib pads
	£65.94
	2471
	PHA 1936 s234

	17/10/23
	Currys PC World
	Laptop/software/security
	£607.98
£57.58
£665.56
	PAID
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/11/23
	Employee
	Expenses 
	£167.10
	2472
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/11/23
	Employee
	Salary adj backdated to April
	£390.72
	2473
	LGA 1972 s112





 190	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 11th December 2023
There being no further business for discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:26pm. 
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