
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 11TH JULY 2016 AT ELLESMERE TOWN HALL

Present:    
Cllr S Palmer (Chairman)



Cllr Mrs J Gargiulo


Cllr D Bevan



Cllr Mrs K Egerton 



Cllr Mrs R Swanston



Cllr J S Baker



Cllr Mrs P Clubbe



Cllr B Williams



Cllr I Ward



Mrs M Joyce  (Clerk)





There was one member of the public present. 





102
Chairman’s Opening Remarks – The Chair welcomed everyone to the June Meeting and opened the Meeting at 7.24pm.  Councillors noted the resignation of Cllr Weilding which was received after the last Meeting.  Council Members commented on the length of dedicated service and valued input into the Parish Council.  Councillors agreed to write to express thanks.  
103
Public Question Time – No members of the public were in attendance.

104
To receive Apologies   - Apologies received from Cllr C Hesketh.  
105
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - None
106
Update - Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee - Cllr Mrs K Egerton – Nothing to report.
107 
Community Policing – to include: 

a) Local reports – No report received
108
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th June 2016 - To confirm the minutes: Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Swanston proposed that they are a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed and duly signed by the Chair.   Resolved.

109
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th June 2016 - requiring member’s further attention – No matters brought forward.
110
Play area - Dudleston Heath – Clerk to chase repairs and weed removal.
111
Reports from Committees: No committees have met.  
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112
Devolution of Services: Cllr Ward reported the Town Council discussed this matter at their last meeting.  Briefly discussed the possibility of ‘clustering’.  The Neighbourhood Plan is to be taken forward in September.  Meeting on 18th July re local area committee workshops.  Shropshire Council to continue with verge cutting.  No definitive list of which services may be devolved exists.  Clerk requested information in order to apply for a highways maintenance grant.  Town Council has dealt with the taking over of some services including the library, swimming pool and mere.
Request received from Shropshire Council (Steve Charmley) in relation to potential devolution of services and current street lighting/maintenance arrangements – provide; bus shelter ad hoc basis of maintenance x3 shelters: Clerk to respond.
Working group meeting: 21st July 4:30pm at Shirehall; Local Area Ccommittee Meeting scheduled for 18th July in Wem 7:30pm.  

No additional services have been identified.

General verge maintenance – to be covered by the highways grant.
113
Unitary Councillors Question Time
Council overwhelmed with struggle of maintaining its budget. Focus is on dealing with this matter.
114
Co-option of Councillor for Tetchill Ward: 
Councillors noted the application received from Mr G Dyke to join the Council representing the Tetchill Ward.   Councillor Ward proposed co-opting Mr Dyke (who had previously indicated his willingness to be co-opted in his absence), seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed to co-opt Mr G Dyke for the Tetchill Ward. Resolved.
115
Ward Matters


(a)    Dudleston
Road sweeper has been through. Pigeon’s Corner in Dudleston B5068 iron hurdles on corner but grass as high so hurdles obscured – needs to have grass removed.  



(b) Dudleston Heath
Casual vacancy has been advertised and the Clerk has received notification that no election was called for.  Council may now co-opt asap.  Hedge around Old Vicarage still not cut – to chase with highways.
   
(c)    WelshFrankton

VAS still not working: Cllr Palmer reported. Clerk has been in contact to chase the repairs.  Needs to trigger when vehicle between 30 and 40mph sign.


(d)    Tetchill
Street light out past Tetchill brook outside saddle brook cottage – Cllr Swanston to obtain light number and to check if it is still not working as the engineers have attended.  Bottom of Brynallt Lane – water running across the road – big pothole – culvert is blocked and requires attention – road surface broken up. Skeet range application has 46 objections online.  More objections to existing shooting activity noted.  Footpath previously reported is clear – should be 1m wide/1.5 next to hedge.

(e)    Lee 

Nothing to report.  
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115 
Ward matters cont

(f) General issues
Scottish Power – reinforcement of electricity network – overhead cabling from Oswestry to Wem.  Consultation from 29th June to 9th September. Aim to make service more resilient across north Shropshire.  Will aid electricity capacity for new business parks.

Canal and River Trust requested meeting with Town Council (Mayor, deputy Mayor and town clerk) – area of consultation affects rural parish.  Looking at this area for enhancement works for tourist/user experience. Consultation at ellesmere festival.  

(g) Road closures: Noted: Tunnel Bank Ellesmere 27/7/16 3 days; B5068 Dudleston Heath 21/8/16 3 consecutive Sundays; A528 Burlton-Myddle

116
Planning - To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 

13th June 2016 – Received.

117
Accounts

	Cheque No.
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for expenditure
	£
	Power of Expenditure

	S/O
	30/06/16
	Mrs M Joyce
	Salary – June
	688.80
	LGA 1972 s112

	001941
	11/07/16
	Mrs M Joyce
	Expenses - June
	82.02
	LGA 1972 s111

	001942
	30/06/16


	HMRC
	PAYE
	206.00
	LGA 1972 s111

	001943
	30/06/16


	Highline Electrical
	Repairs
	249.00
	Parish Council’s Act 1953 s3

	00194
	11/07/16
	Ellesmere Town Council

	Room hire
	8.50
	LGA 1972 s112


Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure circulated for information.  Bank statements were made available by the Clerk for inspection.  
(a) Cheques for approval and signature: The Clerk presented the invoices requiring payment which were duly approved by the Council for payment.  Cllrs Egerton and Ward duly signed the cheques.  July room hire invoice received for July but June outstanding.  To pay at September meeting.
(b) Other items of expenditure for consideration – no other items brought forward.
(c) Updating of bank signatories mandate – in progress.  Clerk needs authority to move money.  Clerk to query when cemetery monies due to be paid.  New mandate form to be completed and returned to Bank for update.
118 

Correspondence 

Councillors acknowledged receipt of information circulated by email. 
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119
 Reports from Councillors  

(a)
Website –  no update from the Town Council 
(b)
Broadband – Take up of fibre broadband take up around the Parish – Clerk requested current position update from Shropshire Council but Chris Taylor on holiday.  Cabinet installed in Dudleston Heath has got to be moved at Highways insistence.  Councillors discussed lack of broadband provision locally.  Newsletter entry to say that Dudleston Heath and Tetchill have high speed broadband but residents must sign up themselves for the provision with their own provider.  

LED street lighting – Cllr Ward confirmed that all street lighting tender documents need to be checked for soundness prior to sending out.  To progress.
Notice boards estimates now a full quote – works commissioned to be completed before end of July.  The installation of the notice boards will be an additional cost. 
120
Date of Next Meeting

The next Ordinary  Parish Council Meeting to be held immediately after the Planning meeting on Monday 2016 in the Small Committee Room, Ellesmere Town Hall. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:39pm.

Ellesmere Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes


Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 12th September 2016 

Signed     ........................................…………............…….    Chair

Dated 2016
ERPC                                                                                                                           July  2016

