


[bookmark: _Hlk132625093]Acting Chairman:	Cllr G DykeELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr T Richardson; 	Cllr J Baker; 
			Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 13th March 2023 at
Criftins Parish Hall

41/23	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
Cllr Dyke chaired the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:17pm. Apologies were received from Cllrs Evans and Ward. No members of the public attended the Meeting. 

42/23	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
Councillors agreed the need to keep advertising the vacancies for Dudleston Heath Ward. 

43/23	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
None declared.

44/23	Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th February 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Jackson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

45/23	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

46/23	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No reports were given. The Clerk will forward the minutes of the last NSAC meeting again for interest. 

47/23	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
Cllr Williams reported that the budget has been set 4.99% council tax increase. A 5% increase would require a public referendum.  External consultants (Ernst & Young) have been brought in to start looking at next year’s budget.  He reported that some job cuts may need to be made.  It is currently £50m short of projected funds.   
Cllr Davenport expressed the view that County/Unitary Councils should join together and lobby the Government. 
Councillors discussed the work from home culture which is operating at the Council and whether it is actually cost effective. 
Cllr Davenport met with the Street Lighting department head with Cllr Ward and a plan to upgrade the Dudleston Heath lights has been decided.
Cllrs Davenport and Williams are setting up charitable trust to help the Mere with Cllr Elner from the Town. They aim to raise money to re-invest into the Mereside.  The Town Clerk is to administer the charity. 

48/23	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th February 2022
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the minutes.  Cllr Jackson proposed accepting the approved minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 
49/23	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns; Feedback from Cllr site visit with Eon; Dudleston Heath Shropshire Council 30mph lighting scheme update; Scottish Power cable relocations; Review of inventory and current charges
Cllr Davenport gave overview of his meeting with Street Lighting Team Member under a previous item.
Cllr Ward sent an emailed report of his meeting with Eon, the main points of which were: Discussions based on decisions taken at previous Parish Council Meeting.
· Quotations requested for led replacements for the following lamps;
· Junction of Church Lane and B5068 (Lamp No. 1)
· Adjacent to Bus Stop on B5068 near Church Lane junction (Lamp No. 2) [n.b. included as an option as next to Bus Stop]
· Junction of Grapes Lane and B5068 (Lamp No. 26) [n.b. angle of lamp needs adjusting to avoid stay]
· Nearest Lamp opposite Fox Close (Lamp No. 33)
· Explanation given about the high quotation from Scottish Power – quotes need to be obtained via an automated online system now and SP provides a quote to cover all eventualities, the quote must be accepted before SP will start to discuss actual costs. 
Welsh Frankton car park – The light is not working.  Action: Clerk to report for repair 
Action: B5068 volume and speed check suggested for statistics – Action: Clerk to request proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed.
Review of the current lighting inventory and what the Parish Council is being charged for – proposed by Cllr Dyke, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed.
Action: Clerk to ask Scottish Power if any plans are in place to bury cables underground as proposed by Cllr Dyke, seconded by Cllr Baker.
The cost for disconnecting lights has been quoted at £700 each. Cllr Egerton proposed leaving all dysfunctional lights in place if they are not presenting a health and safety hazard, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed.
A quote has been received following the meeting with Eon for £4303 to upgrade 3 lights to led. Four lights in total need to be quoted for.  Cllr Davenport proposed to commission 3 lights to be upgraded and ask for quote for 4th for pedestrian safety, Cllr Baker seconded the proposal, all agreed. 

50/23	Playground  - To receive Cllr inspection report
Cllr Egerton reported it in good order. The path work will be done once the weather improves.

51/23	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath
Flooding has been occurring across the road by Bank House Farm. This was not a problem before building works.  The drains have been cleared out and it is now clear.
The Welcome to Shropshire sign is still on the ground awaiting replacement.  There is a large amount of litter and fly tipping.   Several signs locally are down with rotten posts (Shellbrook hill, Trench). Overgrown verges reported to Shropshire Council have been reported back  as requiring no further action. Cllr Baker suggested some basic spade work is required to remedy. Cllr Baker to send in photos to forward to Shropshire Council. 
Councillors discussed the bus shelter in Dudleston Heath in which the slabs need relaying. Cllr Egerton reported that the shelter is in a terrible state. Ideally a new bus shelter is required.  – quotes for x 2 new shelters.  Action: the Clerk was asked to source quotes for 2 new shelters, to be paid for with Neighbourhood money.  Councillors noted that signs all over the county are in an appalling state. 
		
b	Dudleston		
As reported above.

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported that the white lining work is to be done by end of march.  The post for the VAS unit which was knocked over to be re-sunk by end of March. She should receive a quote for the proposed signage to go near Winson Farm by the end of this week. 
There is an overgrown hedge at Oak House Farm at Tetchill Moor – Highways to cut it back and install a gravel escape area on the corner and signage.  
A footpath in Tetchill Moor has been blocked – horse fencing has been put across the path – Cllr Dyke to inspect.  Litter picking is ongoing

d	Lee
Nothing to report. 
				
e	Welsh Frankton 	
It was reported that the car park light needs fixing – Clerk to report
A sign at the end of Lower Frankton lane is down. 
The recent grid clearance in New Marton was noted. 

f	General issues 
Nothing to report 

g	Community policing		
No update has been received. Clerk to chase for a report. 

h	Footpaths – as above 		

i	Bus stops – covered

j	Tetchill Brook	
Cllr Swanston reported from a meeting between herself, Shropshire Council and the Environment Agency. The culverted water course which should take clean water from Tethcill is not getting there and due to a blockage - it is blocked in Tetchilll.  A joint investigation was proposed to put a ‘mole’ through the system to find the problem.  The cost needs to be spread amongst riparian landowners.  Cllr Swanston has requested a quote. A ditch in one area looks blocked possibly as a result of new development.  An ancient pipe takes water from village centre – this has c15ft of soil on top of it. The landowners may not know about the riparian responsibilities.  The ditch further along is dry – either the pipe is blocked or it has been cut off.  Cllr Baker pointed out that Shropshire Council never check drainage concerns out properly during the planning process, or do any follow up checks to ensure that the work has been done properly.  
Action: Clerk to write to Shropshire Council to ask when the work will be done.  Cllr Swanston’s report to be sent to the Clerk and Cllr Williams. Cllr Williams will take this forward with the clerk. Shropshire Council should write to the homeowners to inform them of the problems and proposed solution.   Foul water is coming into a manhole in a garden therefore into the system but not reaching the Brook.  Public protection have not been notified of the foul water going into a surface water sewer.  Problems with drainage is raised by Ellesmere Rural Parish Council at each planning application.  
The Brook seems to be flowing closer to Ellesmere.  The bed of the Brook in Tetchill is higher than nearer the town as it was cleaned out.  The Environment Agency needs to check the levels. Tetchill Brook needs to be cleared out. 
The Officer has spoken to Severn Trent about getting mains sewerage through Tetchill – connections from each house would need to be paid for the homeowners.
Cllr Swanson was thanked for her extensive work.  
		
k 	VAS units		
Covered under previous item. 

52/23	The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
The Clerk gave an update from the Solicitor.  He queried if the Council had knowledge of the existence of a right of way though the Gravel Hole.  Councillors asked if it would be possible to clarify the area over which there is a right of access ie from point x to point y (or gateway to gateway) and if a rectifying clause could be included to make good any damage caused from vehicles.  Councillors reviewed the statement of truth - one correction would be required otherwise Cllr Baker proposed that the Clerk should sign the document, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. A downpayment fee was requested of £678 towards costs. Payment was proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed.  

53/23	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts - noted
b	Meeting feedback – 
Cllr dyke reported back from the CWG interviews – 3 interviewees attended. The appointment has been made and accepted. The applicant will be starting on 27th March.  
	
c	Staffing appointment
Covered.

54/23	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting minutes; Community reassurance updates;  Health bulletins; WARP IT scheme; Alternative fuel payments; Correspondence from Head, Ellesmere College; Local Policing Charter
Ellesmere college – Both entrances – Tetchill entrance in particular.  
The Clerk asked for the three top local concerns for inclusion in the Local Policing Charter: Councillors confirmed them to be: Lack of police presence; non attendance at meetings; agricultural theft; speeding.

55/23	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson gave a report on the Facebook page confirming the type of material uploaded including meeting dates/venues and pictures of local scenes with the aim of keeping people’s attention. It is an informative page only. To include links to the Parish Council website. 

b	Policy reviews – 
Co-option, Defibrillator maintenance policy; Social media policy – to take forward to April

c	Defibrillators – Circuit updates
Further to problems reported making updates on the Circuit, the Clerk asked for screenshots of the error messages being received so that she can forward them onto the administration team. 

d	Confirmation of the Annual Parish Meeting date
The Clerk confirmed that the Meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th April 2023 at Criftins Parish Hall at 7pm.  		

56/23	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern: 
To request speed data collection B5068  - covered under previous item. 

57/23	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of up to date financial reports and statements.  Cllr Egerton proposed signing off the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
The Clerk advised that she has submitted a VAT reclaim of £3734.51 which will hopefully come into the bank account prior to year end. 
The Clerk further advised that she has completed the declaration of compliance for the Pensions Regulator.  
Cllr Dyke proposed the payment of all invoices/payments due as listed, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. The cheques were signed in accordance with the mandate.  

c	Grant funding request from the Shropshire Sailing Club
Cllr Swanston queried if the sailing club has approached all of the other parishes in Shropshire inc Ellesmere Town council as the membership of 380 is not entirely made up of Ellesmere Rural parishioners.  A funding request has been received asking for £1500.  From the form it appears that  no other parishes or local schools have been approached and very little community engagement seems to have taken place.  The Councillors agreed that they look forward to seeing more local engagement with the parishioners. Cllr Egerton proposed a grant payment of £240 to cover the cost of new adult helmets, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved.  

d	Re-issue of Welsh Frankton Village Hall Grant cheque
The Clerk advised that this will not be necessary as cheques issued have all been cashed.  

e	Eon – quote for consideration £4303 (lantern replacement)
covered 

f	Environmental Maintenance Grants
Cllr Davenport proposed that the Clerk applies for a grant for sign cleaning, seconded by Cllr Swanston. 

g	Approval of annual grant payments for the Annual Parish Meeting
Councillors proposed the award annual grant payments as per last year. Cllr Dyke proposed, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. Clerk to invite recipients to receive their cheques. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/01/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/02/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC
£96.73Employee
£169.28

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£343.00
	2418
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/03/23
	Norton in Hales PC
	Printer ink
	£141.43
	2420
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/02/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/03/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC
£96.73Employee
£169.28

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/01/23
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2421
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/02/23
	Dave’s Operator Hire
	Sign cleaning/vegetation removal
	£735.00
	2423
	HA 1980 s142

	22/02/23
	Eon
	Light repair
	£119.22
	2422
	HA1980 s 301;PCA 1957 s3

	05/02/23
	HMC
	PAYE
	£343.00
	2419
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/03/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC
£96.73Employee
£169.28

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	20/01/23
	SLCC
	Book purchase
	£10.46
	2424
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/03/23
	Cheswardine PC
	Clerk’s training
	£50.00
	2425
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	VOID
	
	
	2426
	

	09/02/23
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2427
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/03/23
	Hibberts Slcrs LLP
	Legal costs
	£678.00
	2428
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/3/23
	Shropshire Sailing Club
	Grant
	£240.00
	2429
	LGA 1972 s111



h	Coronation – to enable Councillors to consider purchasing a commemorative tree
April agenda – to enable Councillors to discuss purchasing trees and to agree where to plant it/them
 
58/23		Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda –17th April 2023 at Criftins Parish Hall 
There being no further business for discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 21:24pm .




