

ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Remote Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom 

on 8th February 2021 

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker

Cllrs Present: 
Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr B Cole; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr P Clubbe; Cllr S Evans; 



Cllr S Davenport; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr Walford; Cllr I Ward
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

913
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:42pm.  No announcements were made.

914
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 

No members of the public attended the Meeting. 

915
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Cllr Palmer sent apologies which were accepted by the Council.

916
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

A dispensation has been issued to Cllr Palmer for non attendance of virtual meetings due to technical difficulties. 

917  
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th January 2021 - To approve the minutes;

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Gargiulo proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

918
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

The Clerk confirmed that planning permission would not be required if the Parish Council wants to relocate the Dudleston Heath phone kiosk.  

She further confirmed that speed checks will be carried out by police motorbikes in Dudleston Heath. 

An update has been requested from Roger Birch of the Canal & Trust but not received.

Cllr Dyke has put up the new defibrillator signs. Members thanked him.  

919
Cllr/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

Cllr Baker gave a report from the last Cemetery Working Group meeting.  A quote for the arbour and seats has been agreed.  The Advertiser correction article be published shortly.  Progress is being made by the Town Council and Shropshire Council regarding the Workhouse Cemetery.  

920
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - inspection reports
Cllr Cole reported that everything is in good order. 

921
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time

Cllr Williams confirmed he had nothing new to report. 

Cllr Davenport reported that he has put the Winter Maintenance programme under review as it hasn’t been updated since 1993.  It should be inp lace as of next year. This will affect snow ploughing, litter picking etc.  The Clerk reported that a local volunteer group would like to start local litterpicks. Clerk to forward details to Cllr Davenport. 

922
Planning 
 
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th January 2021
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed. Resolved. 

923
Street lighting – update on lighting removal (if available)

The Clerk reported that she is still waiting for Eon to resolve the outstanding paperwork issues which is preventing the renegotiation of the energy agreement with Shropshire Council. A hard copy of the emailed quote for the lighting removal is also still outstanding.

924
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of emailed bank statements and reconciliation spreadsheets.  Cllr Baker confirmed that the bank reconciliation tallies with the bank statements.  

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
The Clerk presented the payments due for approval, having emailed copies prior to the Meeting. Cllr Ward proposed the payments for approval, including 2 new cheques to be re-issued for the Library and Clients Day Care Comfort Fund to be made out to Bethphage, seconded by Cllr Egerton,all agreed.  Resolved. 

(c) Quote for a notice board for Lee for consideration
Cllr Dyke presented a quote for a noticeboard for the phone kiosk in Lee at £595.  Cllr Dyke proposed accepting this quote, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Cllr Walford to source a quote for solar lighting for the kiosk. 

(d) Quote for sign cleaning in Lee/Tetchill
The Clerk reported that Groundforce will be looking at the job with a view to quote on Friday. 

(e) To ratify all HMRC payments 2020-21
Cllr Ward proposed ratification of all HMRC PAYE payments made to date from year start, seconded by  Cllr Cole, all agreed. 

(f) NF spend – to confirm addition of projects to Place Plan/agree budget for proposed projects
Councillors agreed that they would like to add the Boatyard bridge project to the Place Plan.  Clerk to speak to the Town Council to ask if they will be financially supporting a project. 

(g)
NALC S137 spend limit for 202-22
The Clerk confirmed that this has been set at £8.41.


(h)
Re-issue of cheques to Friends of Ellesmere Library and Client Day Care Centre Fund (cheques to Bethphage)
Approved as above. 


	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/01/21
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/02/21
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£70.86
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/0/21
	HMRC
	PAYE
	134.98
	2229
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/12/20
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply 3rd Quarter
	£1036.96
	2230
	PC Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	08/02/21
	Bristow & Sutor
	O/s Shropshire Council energy bill 
	£1269.40
	2231
	PC Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	08/02/21
	Bethphage (Library)
	Grant
	£250
	2232
	LGA 1972 s137

	08/02/21
	Bethphage (Client day care comfort fund) 
	Grant
	£200
	2233
	LGA 1972 s137


925
Tetchill Ward Polling Station: to enable Councillors to consider a suggestion to move the polling station from Welsh Frankton Village Hall to Ellesmere Town Hall
Councillors reported that they have advertised the suggested move on social media and noticeboards. The Clerk has put details onto the website.  Feedback received (40 responses from social media route, 3 phone calls, house to house enquiry feedback) have referred to ease of parking at Welsh Frankton and a quiet, easy to manage social distancing venue as reasons not to relocate the polling station for Tetchill and Lee residents to Ellesmere Town Hall.  The Council members were pleased with the number of responses received and concluded that the overwhelming response was to keep the current polling station arrangements in place.  
926
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


It was reported that an overhanging hedge in Criftins has been cut back.  Councillors were delighted to receive the information. It was further reported that the road junction markings by the property, which had been reported as having been repainted and repositioned, have not been done by Shropshire Council.  

Dog fouling was reported as an issue. Walkers appear to have started collecting waste in bags then leave the bags hanging in trees rather than disposing of it responsibly.  Councillors discussed that ta dog waste bin may be required for the Gravel Hole.  Clerk to investigate signage.  A threatening notice has been reported by Brynore Hall attached to a pole which has had a large number of bottles dumped by it.  Clerk to report to the police.  Cllr Baker reported that the pothole filling in Eastwick Lane is behind schedule. 
Councillors discussed a previously reported leak onto a road which is causing surface break up. Cllr Davenport and the Clerk confirmed that this has been reported for inspection.  Cllr Davenport told Members that he has recently been out with the repair gang.  Repairs are behind schedule due in the main to bad weather – there are 7000 potholes to be filled. Conditions must be dry to fill.  
An issue with hauliers not parking sensibly was reported in Elson.  Clerk to report and query the filter lane arrangements in which lorries are parking. 

b
Dudleston


Several previously reported issues were discussed relating to flooding and land drainage issues.  Concerns were raised about development sites which have been passed by the Planning Dept which the Parish Council has raised suitability concerns over. Members expressed the view that Officers should pay more attention to comments made by Councillors with local knowledge.

c
 Tetchill

Issues were reported on the Oswestry road with flooding and local flooding problems generally.

d
Lee




Nothing to report. 

e
General issues: Dudleston Heath pavement condition; Litter Heroes group formation/proposal for The Ridge, Perthy and Welsh Frankton; Footpaths; School Lane road markings; 
Problems with the footway between Criftins Hall and the Church have been reported.  The milestone has been reported as needing repairs to Highways and the Conservation Teams.  The milestone is Grade II listed.  

Drainage works have recently been carried out in Hill Park by Severn Trent.  Cllr Ward asked if ST will be restoring the grass.  Clerk to query.  

927
The Gravel Hole – an update on progress 

Cllr Baker reported slow progress registering the Title. The Clerk confirmed that as the land has not been in the sole use of the Parish Council it cannot claim the Title however it may be able to register interest. Cllr Davenport will contact the Estates Dept to check if they have records of its registration.  It is registered with Natural England and DEFRA as common land.  Cllr Ward recommended getting hold of the 1952 agreement which will be held by Shropshire Archives.  The Clerk is to obtain a quote for a notice for the area. To take forward.  


928
Airband – invitation from Ellesmere Town Council to join discussions regarding local broadband provision with Airband
Cllr Clubbe reported that she had attended a zoom meeting arranged by the Town Council with Airband.  Lower Frankton has not been included in the plans, although Welsh Frankton is included.  140 miles of fibre will be installed by the Autumn using verges in the main.  

929
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; Vaccination centre openings; 
No matters were raised. 

930
Housekeeping 

(a)
Planning enforcement protocol for consideration

To review in May with other policies. 

931
Highways 

(a)
 To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern
Councillors requested that, now that the problem hedge in Criftins has been cut, the verge is also cut annually. 

(b)
Consultation on proposed speed limit changes at Dudleston Heath
No comments were made. 

932
Community Policing

No report was received prior to the Meeting.  Items to be reported noted. 


933
Parish Matters/Items for the March Agenda
No matters were brought forward. 
The next meeting is on 8th March.  

There being no further business for consideration the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9:15pm thanking everyone for attending. 
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