


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL



Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr K Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr T Richardson; 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 12th May 2025 At Criftins Parish Hall

The Meeting opened at 7:21pm.

452	Election of Chairman - To elect a Chairman for the ensuing 12 months (Declaration of acceptance of office form to be completed)
Cllr Evans was proposed as Chairman by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Acceptance of Office form was duly completed. 

453	Election of Vice-Chairman - To elect a Vice-Chairman for the ensuing 12 months (Declaration of acceptance of office form to be completed)
Cllr Egerton was proposed as Vice Chairman by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. The Acceptance of Office form was duly completed.

454	Election of Sub-Committees Members for 2025-26
a)	Planning Committee
Cllr Egerton proposed all members, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved.
	
455	Election of Representatives to other Organisations
a) Ellesmere Cemetery Working Group
Cllr Evans proposed, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, Cllrs Egerton, Richardson and Jackson. One further member to be appointed in June. All agreed. Resolved. 

b) North Shropshire Association of Local Councils
Cllrs Gargiulo and Jackson were proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

c) Representative on the NSAC (x2 to be appointed) 
As above. 

d) 	Representatives 
SCRUA – Cllr Ward, as proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved.   
ABP Hordley Liaison Meeting – to take forward to June’s meeting

456	Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a	To transfer monies between bank accounts with TSB and set up online payments
b	To return planning responses on behalf of the Parish Council if required 
c	Data Controller
Cllr Egerton proposed all three responsibilities be conferred on the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

457	Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting. One member of the public attended the Meeting. 

458	To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Ward, Davenport, Swanston and Waller—Davies. The two new Unitary Councillors Cllr C Rowley and Cllr Brian Evans sent their apologies. 

Cllr Evans, joined by the other Council members, conveyed thanks to Cllr Davenport for his considerable service to the Parish as Unitary Councillor for the last 16 years. 

459	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
(LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. Councillors were reminded to complete the Register of Member’s Interests forms online. 

460	Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on  8th April 2024 - To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Richardson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

461	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

462	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
Cllr Evans and Cllr Rowley sent their apologies. The Councillors agreed that dates and times of future meetings would need to be discussed to ensure representation going forward.

463	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8th April 2024
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the minutes of the last meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

464	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns
No matters were raised for attention.

465	Playground –To receive monthly inspection report; To confirm Annual inspection 
The Councillors acknowledged the latest inspection report.  
Cllr Egerton confirmed that she had visited the playground and removed litter. The fencing is all in good order and the weeds have been sprayed.  Some slate chippings had been dumped into the bark which she removed. The annual inspection is booked for June. 

466	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Potholes have been reported online. 
Complaints have been received regarding 3 vehicles parking on the road obscuring road markings and blocking sight lines from a junction. The Councillors agreed to review this after the meeting.  This has been reported to the Police and to Shropshire Council by residents.  Action: to pursue with the Police and Shropshire Council, proposed by Cllr Egerton and seconded by 
Cllr Richardson, all agreed.
b	Dudleston		
Potholes and blocked drains are being reported. An update on works scheduled for Kilhendre Bridge is required. Church Lane drainage issues have not been fixed. Road signs at Pentre Morgan obscured. Action: Clerk to raise with Highways to get the vegetation cut back. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston has reported progress mapping the Brook.  The bus service has proven successful. 

d	Lee				
Nothing to report. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
No issues were raised. 

f	General issues 
No matters were raised for attention. 

g	Community policing		
Newsletter received. 

h	Footpaths		
The P3 Group has been active in the local area clearing paths. Regular updates are received. 

i	Bus
The Clerk will chase the agreed bus stop upgrades for Dudleston Heath with Highways. 

j	Tetchill Brook 
As reported under point c).

467	The Gravel Hole – 
Reminder to apply for Land Registry Full Title in 2034 with Hibberts Slcrs LLP – noted.

468	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge receipt of the accounts		
Noted. Accounts received to year end. 

b 	Feedback from CWG meeting			
No meeting held. 

469	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins; Leader’s update; Garden waste consultation, Fraud updates, PCC elections
The new street lighting energy agreement for £4467.60 annually was noted.
Councillors discussed a recent VE Day celebration held at the School which was very enjoyable. 

470	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement
Cllr Jackson reported that the Facebook page is going well. 

b	To confirm meeting dates and venues
Meetings to be held in Welsh Frankton and Criftins. Criftins will be the venue for the Autumn/Winter months. 

c	To confirm Clerk’s SLCC membership and ERPC’s SALC affiliation
Cllr Evans proposed the Clerk’s membership, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Egerton proposed the SALC affiliation, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

d	To accept the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 23rd April 2024
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the draft minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	Defibrillators – to report any requirements
Cllr Egerton to fit the new defibrillator battery. 

f	Strategic objectives
To take forward to June. 

g	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
Covered under previous item. 

h	Banking – to complete Board resolution form
Cllr Gargiulo proposed completion of the Board of Resolution form for the Bank, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The form was duly completed. 

I	VAS – to receive any update on installation
The Clerk reported that she is chasing Highways and TWM for an installation date. 

J	Spunhill – to receive an update on planned works
The Clerk confirmed that she is waiting for an update. 

K	Bus service – to receive any update 
No update. 
		
471	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern
No further matters were raised for discussion. 

b	Road closures: 
Essential carriageway repairs on A495, Mereside, Ellesmere.
These works will be completed with a Road Closure in place on Friday 16th may until Thursday 22nd May only between the hours of 09:30am – 16:00pm, excluding weekends
Noted. 

472	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure – to approve the year end accounts (to include the bank reconciliation)
To take forward to June when the Internal Audit has been completed. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Insurance quote for approval 
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the renewal quotation, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 




d	Internal Audit – to receive the report and accept any findings therein
To take forward to June’s Meeting. 

e	External Audit – to approve the Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement
To take forward to June’s Meeting. 

f	To acknowledge remittance advice from Shropshire Council for payment of the Precept and any Neighbourhood Fund monies if appropriate
The precept payment confirmation was noted. It is not known at this time if any Neighbourhood Fund monies are due. 

g	Street lighting energy agreement renewal
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	03/02/25
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1307.69
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/04/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£tbc
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/5/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/04/25
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2564
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/05/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	15/04/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2566
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	31/03/25
	Lakeside Coaches
	Bus service
	£254.00
	2560
	Transport Act 1985 106A

	02/04/25
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire (Annual Parish Mtg)
	£20.00
	2564
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/04/25
	A Richards
	Noticeboard repairs
	£305.60
	2565
	LGA 1972 s111

	24/04/25
	SALC
	Affiliation
	£1257.88
	2561
	LGA 1972 s111

	27/04/25
	Zurich 
	Insurance
	£957.02
	2562
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/04/25
	K Bedford
	Training
	£20.00
	2567
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/04/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2563
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10


Cllr Evans proposed accepting the quote from Shropshire Council, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 


	
473	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 9th June 2025 (Criftins Parish Hall)
No additional matters were raised. 

474	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

With no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8:20pm. 
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