

Chairman:	Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr J Gargiulo;
		Cllr J Waller-Davies; Cllr J Baker
Unitary Cllrs:	Cllr B Williams
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held 10th June 2024  At Criftins Parish Hall

282	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:42pm. 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Ward, Dyke, Penrose, Swanston and Davenport.  One member of the public attended the Meeting. 
The Member of the public attended to ask for advice on planning, drainage and access matters. The Councillors asked the Clerk to forward details of whom to contact for assistance. 

283	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
(LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

284	Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th May 2024 and to approve the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 23rd April 2024
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last meetings. Cllr Richardson proposed them both to be true and accurate records of the Meetings, seconded by Cllr       Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

285	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

286	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings had been attended. 

287	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
Cllr Williams reported that the Council is involved in routine business only due to the upcoming election.  The Riverside shopping area is being demolished for new offices and a medical practice to be built. 

288	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th May 2024
Cllr Waller-Davies proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

289	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
No matters were raised. 

290	Playground  - Inspection report
The Clerk reported that the annual inspection will be done this month at a cost of £75.  Cllr Egerton reported that a fence panel is down and it needs to have the weeds sprayed off.  Clerk to contact the contractor. 

291	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Egerton reported that Hill Park is getting very overgrown with weeds.  Cllr Egerton proposed sourcing a qualified contractor to undertake the spraying work, seconded by Cllr Evans. Cllr Baker to contract a local contractor for a quote.  
The overgrown hedges/verges along the road to Elson were raised again as wheelchair access is not possible.  This has been reported numerous times on FixMyStreet.  To raise again with local engineer. 
Cllr Egerton reported potholes on Church Lane – to take photos to report on FixMyStreet. 

b	Dudleston		
Cllr Jackson reported that she is in receipt of a complaint sent via email regarding the condition of the Churchyard.  It is understood that a Payback team is employed to do the cutting.  The Councillors stressed that the Churchyard falls under the remit of the Parochial Church Council, not the Parish Council.  Action: Clerk to check grounds maintenance arrangements. 

c	 Tetchill
The Clerk reported that obtaining maps of the Tetchill Brook and Newnes Brook is proving challenging. Shropshire Council, the EA, Severn Trent have all said they cannot provide a comprehensive map so that riparian ownership can be established along its length.  Action: To take forward.

d	Lee				
Cllr Dyke is sourcing a quote for a replacement notice board. 

e	Welsh Frankton 
Nothing to report.
	
f	Criftins School 			
The School has had a meeting with the Police to discuss traffic issues.  Local equestrian facilities have been contacted to suggest they exercise their horses outside peak school drop off and pick up times.  The potholes are still outstanding. Off road parking arrangements have been made for Sports Day. 

g	Community policing		
Councillors considered the top three priorities for the Local Policing Charter which were identified as speeding, farm thefts and drugs.

h	Footpaths			
It was reported that the P3 Group have been busy locally. 

i	Bus stops
The Clerk has chased Shropshire Council regarding the site meeting held last year to discuss relocating some stops to more convenient locations. No action to date. 

292	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
The path has been mown.  Foxes have been spotted.  
No update on the legal process. 


293	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Meeting feedback (if applicable)	
A new contractor has been appointed by ETC.  It was noted that this was done without any contact with ERPC.  Testing in the cemetery is ongoing for additional burial spaces. 

294	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins
General Election information; Neighbourhood Matters updates; PCC newsletter; Leader’s updates; Notification of play area inspection; 
Confirmation of insurance payment – noted
Councillors acknowledged an email regarding bins. 

295	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Covered under previous item. 

b	Defibrillators – checks and training dates 
The training dates are being advertised. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping
Covered. 

d	Annual Joint Dinner – to confirm date and venue
Councillors discussed holding an event with ETC. Action: Clerk to check with ETC.  A potential venue was discussed – to be investigated. 

e	Flags
The Clerk reported that the D Day flags which she ordered had failed to arrived. The company reported that the courier company lost them. Unfortunately, they didn’t have any left to send replacements. 
		
296	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
Covered. Nothing further to report. 

b	Road Closures  
Noted. 

c	Sign cleaning – update
No update. 

d	VAS – feedback on request for unit for Caegoody Lane/site visit feedback
The Clerk provided an update. Resident to be given an update. 

e	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) – update/feedback
No update. 




297	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure/Statements
The Clerk reported that the new year’s accounts will be updated and circulated when the previous year’s accounts have been closed down following this meeting.

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Gargiulo proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin costs (Gravel Hole) – update
No update. 

d	Internal Audit Report – to receive and approve any findings therein
Cllr Evans proposed accepting the Internal Auditor’s report and any findings, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	To approve year end figures 2023-24 to inc CWG
The Clerk presented year end figures for ERPC and including figures for the Cemetery Working Group for the purpose of the external audit. Cllr Evans proposed approving the figures for ERPC seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Evans proposed, seconded by Cllr Richardson, proposed approving the year end figures for ERPC including those for the CWG, all agreed. Resolved. 

f	To complete and approve the Annual Governance Statement 2023-24
Councillors completed the Statement positively. Cllr Evans proposed signing the form off, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 

g	To approve the Annual Accounting Statement 2023-24
Cllr Gargiulo proposed approving the Statement, seconded by  Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. 

h	To approve the submission of the AGAR to the External Auditor
Cllr Evans proposed making the return, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to submit the return. 

i 	To confirm the Exercise of Public Rights Notice for display
The Clerk confirmed that she will advertise the notice on the website and forward to Councillors for display locally. 

j	Quote for bus shelter repairs
The quote for £250 for repairs was proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by  Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

k	Noticeboards – quotes for work/replacement
This is due shortly. Action: To take forward. 

l	Bus shelter repairs – quote 
A quote will be obtained for the Dudleston Heath shelter. Action: To take forward. 



	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	31/05/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/06/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/06/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£407.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	24/05/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2516
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/06/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	20/05/24
	Starboard Sys Ltd
	Accounts software
	£414.72
	2517
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/06/24
	A Richards
	Notice board maintenance
	£176.14
	2520
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/05/24
	S Hackett
	Internal Audit
	£350.85
	2518
	LGA 1972 s94

	10/06/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£104.80
	2519
	LGA 1972 s111




298	Parish Matters/Items for the next agendas 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9:08pm.
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