
Chairman:
Cllr S Evans
Councillors:
Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr T Richardson; 
Cllr J Baker; Cllr G Dyke; 


Cllr S Davenport; Cllr I Ward
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

Unitary Cllrs:
Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 9th January 2023 at

Criftins Parish Hall

1
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session to include: 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:33pm.

2
Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
No applications have been received to date.

3
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr R Swanston.

4
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations.
No declarations were received or requests for dispensations. 
5
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th December 2022- To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Davenport proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

6
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

No matters were raised. 

7
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

The Clerk confirmed that she had attended a Meeting with ETC concerning the cemetery.
8
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
Cllr Williams reported that following the quiet Christmas period he had no update. 

Cllr Davenport reported that some work has been done on the street lights in Dudleston Heath. Asbestos is present in some control boxes.  They are to be upgraded to LED. He is pushing the Council to accelerate the upgrade in order to make the 30mph zone enforceable.  Cllr Ward reminded the Council that 30mph repeater signs are needed through the village.  
9
Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12th December 2022
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the approved minutes. Cllr Ward proposed accepting them, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

10
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns 
The Clerk updated on a response from Eon.  Notification has been received that Eon has resubmitted a bulk disconnection application and that they are still awaiting a requote for the job from Scottish Power. Cllr Baker proposed that ERPC cancels the street lighting removal job looks to replace the lights where needed as several residents have complained about loss of light in the village.   Shropshire Council now has responsibility for the lights in the 30mph zone.  25 lights were due to come out.  If the Council decides at a later date after the planned removal that it wants to reinstate lights in some areas it would be a new installation.  Councillors will need to identify where light is needed most.  Cllr Evans proposed reviewing requirements and cancelling the removal job from Eon.  It was proposed that LED lights be considered for Grapes Lane, Church Lane and Fox Close. The Clerk was asked to set up a site visit with Eon to discuss and to commission a new quote. An update from Shropshire Council’s Street Lighting Department was requested. 

11
Playground  - To receive Councillor inspection report
No inspection report.  

12
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Cllr Ward reported that the illuminated keep left bollards and central pole are not illuminated on the central reservation near the Old Post Office.  The light at the central reservation near Criftins Hall is also out.
Reports of items for attention by the Highways Department were given:

The footway from Criftins Hall to the Church needs to be cut back and cleaned off.  The bus stop at the end is filthy. The footway from Old Grapes House to Old Bakery is very narrow due to overgrown hedge.  
The Footpath from Elson to the ERPC boundary as previously reported is not wide enough for a pushchair.
Eastwick Lane continues to have a flooding problem.  It has flooded on corner again and at the house on the corner. The work done has not solved the problem despite the pipe being clear.  
Councillors discussed recent funding given to Criftins Hall and agreed that they should advertise that the Parish Council has funded many projects at Criftins Hall.  Cllr Jackson will advertise the funding on Facebook to include the recent funding for the new disabled access to the post office with the automatic doors which the Parish Council paid for.  

b
Dudleston


Cllr Evans reported a water leak at Erway farmhouse which has been reported to Severn Trent.  The Clerk was asked to report.

It was reported that the lanes are filthy. Councillors commented that a lack of maintenance from Shropshire Council in the long term is now really showing as the roads not being maintained.  There are moves afoot at Shropshire Council to give more powers to the Parish Councils to get maintenance done locally.  There has been lots of local flooding recently.  The Clerk reported that there has been no indication as to whether Environmental Maintenance Grants will be available next financial year as yet. 
It was confirmed that responsibility for roadside ditches rests with the landowners.
The Clerk was asked to request the road sweeper goes through the parish.  
Cllr Gargiulo arrived at 8:07pm.

c
 Tetchill
The gave relayed a written report/update from Cllr Swanston on the installation of the VAS poles and requested line re-marking. 

d
Lee
The Clerk has requested that the road sweeper goes through the villages via red bridge by the college. 


e
Welsh Frankton 
It was reported that the light in church car park is not functional.  The other lights are not being replaced.  It was not possible to move a light to a position opposite Frankton Lane as it would have required a whole new post and lamp. 
f
General issues 
Nothing reported. 

g
Community policing
No update from the local force. 

h
Footpaths
No report. 



i
Bus stops

Cllr Egerton reported no update following the site visit. 

j
Tetchill Brook

Cllr Swanston sent a message to report that the meeting with the Environment Agency has been rescheduled.
13
The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
The Clerk reported that she will be presenting the invoice from the Shropshire Archives from archives to be paid tonight for the official copies required by the Solicitor.  Cllr Baker reported a large pole with an overhead cable the Gravel Hole running along the hedge line and queried if it is a temporary power supply. To contact Scottish Power for confirmation. 
It was noted that a lovely prayer has been displayed on the gate by school children
14
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts


None received in advance of this meeting. 

b
Any other matters/correspondence 

The Clerk gave an update from the meeting held with Ellesmere Town Council regarding a query about Cemetery regulations regarding kerbing around graves. It was confirmed at the meeting that the Cemetery is a lawned Cemetery and does not allow the installation of kerbstones due to health and safety concerns, access for visitors and the funeral bier and for ease of maintenance. The Funeral Directors do not appear to be issuing a copy of the regulations.  A number of issues were highlighted such as ornaments and so forth not being removed after the required time length, graves not being levelled off and turfed, self made wooden kerbs having been installed. The Clerk has raised these matters and will be requesting a site meeting to assess what is needed in terms of resolving these matters.  A standard letter should be issued after six months to request that the graves are levelled off and any items, such as plastic flowers etc, be removed.  There should be a good supply of top soil available at all times to reinstate graves. The Clerk has forwarded some pictures of issues to the Cemetery Working Group for action.  
The Grounds Maintenance company has reported some issues such as a large leaf drop which will be cleared once the weather improves. It also reported that the number of self made kerbs which have appeared is making maintenance harder and more time consuming.  Councillors agreed that the regulations must be enforced and adhered to.  Cllr Egerton suggested that there should be more regular inspections.

15
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting minutes; Community reassurance updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence; NALC legal topic notes; 

Nothing raised for discussion.
A invitation has been received from the Mayor to attend a civic service.  None of the Councillors expressed interest/availability. 
A road closure was noted for Caegoody Lane. It was noted that no diversion info provided. It appears to run from Eastwick Lane to the Trotting Mare. The Clerk was asked to check the diversion plans.  
Cllr Dyke reported that he has spoken to the Contractor appointed to undertake the relaying of the playground path. He has scheduled the job for February.

16
Housekeeping 
a
Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported good feedback.  There has been a recent post from a resident in Lee.  Parishioners seem very proud of the area in which they live. 
b
Policy reviews

To take forward to February




17
Highways 
a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern eg accidents, road closure, speeding 

Concerns  covered under a previous item. 

The Clerk reported that residents in Welsh Frankton have now completed the required forms to undertake speed watch training. 

b
VAS units for Tetchill 
Installation of the poles is likely to be in mid February. 
18
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of the financial reports and statements circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr Ward proposed approving the bank reconciliation as accurate, balancing with the statements, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. 

b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
The invoices/payments put forward for approval were proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. The cheques were duly signed in accordance with the mandate. 

c
Budget for 2023-24 – to consider and approved
The Clerk ran through the proposed budget for operational spend for the next financial year.  Operational spend is likely to be in the region of £41,500.  She anticipates a VAT reclaim from the prior year of c£3000 which will be claimed in February.  The Council had earmarked £13-15k from reserves for a street lighting removal programme which would reduce reserves held to c£10-15k which may be too low.  The Councillors had agreed previously in the meeting to re-instate some lighting instead and undertake a staged removal programme which would not reduce reserves so significantly in one lump sum.  Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the budget, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 
d
Precept request – to agree the Precept request for 2023-24
The Councillors noted that there has been no percentage increase for a minimum of 7 years plus. Due to the increase to anticipated operational spend, it was recommended that the Council applied for a precept of £42,500 to cover costs which will equate to a 8.5% increase.  Cllr Ward proposed the precept request, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed.  The Clerk will submit the request to Shropshire Council. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/22
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£42.71 ERPC

£56.95 Employee

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£333.79
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	Dec 22
	Shropshire Archives
	Copying costs
	£
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/12/22
	Employee
	Salary adj payment 
	£
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/01/23
	NIH PC 
	Payment of shared printer ink costs
	£
	
	LGA 1972 s111


19
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 13th February 2023 at Criftins Parish Hall 

No items (other than raised previously during the meeting) were put forward. 


20
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to discuss any  correspondence received
No items were brough forward for discussion. 

There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending the Meeting declaring it closed at 20:40 pm. 
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