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Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 12th April 2022 at

Criftins Parish Hall, Dudleston Heath
1165
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session

Cllr Evans welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:37pm. Unitary Cllr B Williams attended the Meeting.  There were 2 members of the public present who introduced themselves. They reported that litter picking is undertaken in WF by a group which is self-funded.  It has proved to be an excellent way for people to meet post pandemic shutdowns. 

1166
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Davenport and Swanston which were duly accepted by the Council.

1167
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations were received. 
1168 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th March 2022- To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
Councillors confirmed receipt of the Minutes of the last meeting held on 14thMarch 2022. Cllr Dyke     proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

1169
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

No matters were raised.
1170
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

No reports.
1171
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.

Cllr Williams gave an update on how SC is handling hosting Ukranian Refugees.  Shropshire Council is looking at the properties to ensure that they are satisfactory, the Government undertakes checks on the people offering accommodation.  Shropshire Council has 20 members of staff allocated to this project (previously dealing with the Covid pandemic). Boundary reviews are approaching of the electoral areas and boundaries. 
1172
Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14th March 2022
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting them, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

1173
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns
The Clerk reported that she has still to receive an update from Eon regarding the date for the disconnections.  Clerk to complain to the Chief Executive. 
1174
Playground – to receive inspection reports/updates

The Clerk reported that she has not be able to ascertain to date the ownership of the path running alongside the playground.  As the ground was passed to the Council by Mulberry Homes and does not feature on the deeds for the houses it may be reasonable to assume it belongs to the Parish Council. The Clerk asked if the Councillors would like her to undertake a Land Registry search.  The path needs to be re-laid however the ownership of it is currently unknown.  The playground boundary goes to the hedge.  Action: Follow up with Shropshire Council and Clerk to do Land Registry searches.  Clerk to also get the Parish Council area title plan.
1175
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Same matters raised as previous months – potholes and bumps in the roads.  Recent hole dug by Airband in Dudleston Heath was filled in by hand had sunk within 2 hours.  Cllr Ward has reported the shoddy work.  Road was surfaced dressed 2 years ago but the dressing is causing damage as it is inadequate and hasn’t stuck so it flies off onto people’s driveways.  Cllr Ward taking this up with Highways.  Councillors complained about Airband’s workmanship and whether they are working with permits for each road closure.  Frustration and doubt were expressed about the job they are doing and the quality of the broadband once the work has been completed. 
Eastwick Lane/Greenhill Road crossroads manhole B5076 has sunk since surface dressing – Severn Trent were responsible for this work.  Cllr Ward to resend for reporting.

Rose Villa on school lane water leak. Manhole leaking water since last summer.  No action has been taken despite reports. 
Collapsing drain at Eastwick Lane on opposite side to Apple Tree Villa on the side of the road. It has been marked and surrounded by bollards but has not been fixed. At junction with Pentre Coed Lane. Cllr Baker to send map again. Report.  

b
Dudleston


Sodylt Bank sign still outstanding for repair. 
Potholes on boundary with St Martins B5068 Pentre Morgan/St Martins – need attention – marked for 3 years not filled. 
Car in layby at Pentre Morgan – belongs to a man with a wagon – if car not there the wagon is and vice versa.  Permanent parking situation. Report to Police and Highways.  

c
Tetchill

A burst water leak has been mended. The road was shut but traffic went round it and left the verge a mess – Seven Trent. Councillors expressed the view that Severn Trent should be asked to repair it.
Cllr Egerton reported that a finger post was damaged – it has been repaired and re-instated. 
Litter picking equipment has been provided for Tetchill by Shropshire Council. Councillors agreed that the Parish Council should keep hold of this and order some more. The equipment could then be utilised in other areas.  Councillors agreed that the equipment needed is gloves, grabbers, jackets (hi vis jackets) - 20 sets.  Councillors agreed to request more sets from Shropshire Council or buy more some if required. 
Following a query submitted to Shropshire Council as to whether the rollout of 20mph zones near Schools would apply to Ellesmere college the Clerk has had a response from the Traffic Engineering Dept to confirm that they are looking at this request.  
Local Policing Charter – a request has been received for the Council’s top 3 priorities. Councillors identified these as speeding.

d
Lee




Junction Lee/Spunhill – verge has been flattened – could kerbs be extended to prevent this. Tarmac by shelter ruined.
e
Welsh Frankton 

The P3 group has reported that the footpath between the village hall and Higher Perthy needs reinstating - kissing gates have not been put in correctly as they push open the wrong way and have been concreted in – 25/30 meters of tarmac path has been dug up and replaced with loose stone and soil.  The kissing gate at Welsh Frankton end is not very good. Shropshire Council should be able to replace this on. The tarmac should be cleaned off along the path and the grass needs cutting as it is now very overgrown.  Clerk to report the issues the new development Footpath Officer. Councillors agreed that the developer, Hawk, should be made to resolve the issues and that the development should not be signed off until this issue is resolved. The path needs to be re-instated as an 18” wide tarmac path between the two gates.  Gates have also been put in either side to the digester – Clerk to query with planning the location of the digester as it is in the field and further query where the digester draining to? The P3 Group has offered to ask volunteers if they will cut the grass. Clerk to ask Shropshire Council to arrange a meeting with themselves, Hawk Cllr Davenport.  

The P3 Group will also look at the gates at Gravel Hole. 
f
General issues 
It was noted that Groundforce has yet to undertake the sign cleaning project.  Cllr Dyke to follow up.  Councillors discussed seeking alternative companies to quote (the necessary insurance must be in place).

g
Community policing to inc community speed watch

PC Crump is due to retire shortly.  It was noted that some community speed watch signs have been put up in Welsh Frankton.  
Cllr Evans reported that number plate recognition plate cameras have been put up in 3 villages with PCC financing.  The Clerk confirmed that a parish council has a  power of expenditure to put these up. Councillors discussed getting x2 for each Criftins (new 40mph zone) and WF stretches.  They agreed that these might be better in these areas than VAS units.  Cllr Evans proposed pursuing this proposition, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 
The Clerk asked the Council to identify its three top concerns to feedback to the force for its policing charter. Councillors put forward: 1 speeding, 2 more visible police presence, 3 feedback and general communication.

1176
The Gravel Hole – an update 
The Clerk reported that she has chased the Solicitor to forward terms of reference etc.  Identity checks will be needed to be done by the Clerk and Chairman.  She will forward relevant information to support the Claim. Statements of Truth will need to be signed by Council Member(s) who have been on the Council for the last 12 years.  Action: Clerk to take forward. Cllr Baker reported that the gates, wickets and signs all up. 
Cllr Egerton suggested that the mystery mower needs to be identified at the Gravel Hole as they want to ensure that not too much is cut back. Cllr Baker recommended Eco survey might be a good idea.  Councillors agreed that a private survey would be a good route to take once the legal work has been completed.  Shropshire Wildlife Trust could be asked to undertake this. Councillors noted the excellent job which has been done on the gates.
1177
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts


Acknowledged.
b To acknowledge receipt of other correspondence

None received. 
c
Feedback from CWG meeting

Cllr Baker reported that Town has not put money aside for the coming financial year or on hold for any future land purchase.  ERPC still has money held over which has not been called for the last financial year.  There seems to be some contention with current grounds maintenance contract.   Other quotes received for the job are c£5k higher.  The next meeting is in May.
1178
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting info; Community reassurance updates; Police & Crime Commissioner updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence; NALC legal topic notes; Thank you letter from Wrexham First Responders; 20s plenty for us; Cost of living help; Ukrainian Refugee Resettlement Scheme; PKF Littlejohn External Audit instruction; 
NF allocations for 2022-23; Arriva bus service changes;
Lord Lieutenant’s Garden Party Nomination – Councillors agreed their nominations for the Garden Party. Action: Clerk to submit. 
1179
Housekeeping 
a
Defibrillator training sessions – feedback

Cllr Egerton reported that these were very well received.   A donation of £50 for the extra session was proposed by Cllr Egerton , seconded by Cllr Gargiulo.  Over 65 people have had training.
b
Community engagement
Cllr Jackson reported that the Facebook page is going very well.  To advertise annual parish meeting shortly. 
c
Training

1180
Highways 

a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern eg accidents, road closure, speeding etc

No further matters were raised. 
b
VAS purchase  – update on project/ 

The four units for Tetchill have been purchased. The Council is waiting for Highways to put in the poles. 
c
Litter picking – update
No further update.
1181
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure

Councillors acknowledged receipt of the bank statements and reconciliation. This was signed off as accurate by Cllr Evans who confirmed it was correct, seconded by  Cllr Ward, all agreed. .  Councillors discussed the internet banking. The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with the Bank Manager for herself and Cllr Baker to discuss a number of points.  
b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Evans confirmed receipt of the replacement defibrillator pads. The invoice was queried as it is for 10 pads when 5 have been received.  It was noted that 1 set has an expiry of  11/2023, the other others are 11/24 . Councillors agreed to pay invoice when the extra sets have been received and a replacement for the set with a short expiry. 
Councillors to install the new pads.  

Cllr Ward proposed all invoices for approval, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. The cheques were duly signed.  
c
Internet banking - update

Clerk to book a meeting at the Bank to discuss details. 

d
Playground maintenance contract quote for 2022-23

A quote from the grounds maintenance contractor was noted for £1400 for the coming year. This was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. 
e
Precept confirmation
The Clerk confirmed that £38781 is due to be paid on 22nd April 2022.
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	28/03/22
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£898.30
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/04/22
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£31.82

£42.43

£74.25
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/22
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£154.34
	2356
	LGA 1972 s112

	29/03/22
	TWM Traffic Management Systems Ltd
	VAS units x 4
	£17, 350.36 PAID
	BACS
	LGA 1972 s137

	01/04/22
	DJB Aquascapes
	Playground fencing
	£2300
	2357
	PHA 1875 s164 OSA 1906 ss 9&10

	01/04/22
	DJB Aquascapes
	Playground maintenance (annual)
	£1250
	2358
	PHA 1875 s164 OSA 1906 ss 9&10

	23/03/22
	MedUk Ltd
	Replacement & spare defib pads x5 each
	£459.60
	2359
	PHA 1936 s234

	01/03/22
	Criftins Parish Hall 
	Room hire for defib training
	£25
	2360
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/03/22
	Criftins Parish Hall 
	Room hire for defib training
	£20
	2361
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/03/22
	Criftins Parish Hall 
	Room hire PC meeting
	£25
	2362
	LGA 1972 s111

	24/03/22
	M Jones Blacksmith
	Gravel Hole Works
	£772.80
	2363
	PHA 1875 s164 OSA 1906 ss 9&10

	31/03/22
	JC Dyke Supplies
	Parts for notice board
	£112.30
	2364
	LGA 1972 s111

	14/02/22
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£624.95
	2365
	PCA 1957 s3, HA 1980 s301

	11/04/22
	Wrexham first responder
	Donation
	£50
	2366
	LGA 1972 s137


1182
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
Previous breach of planning reported response discussed. Councillors expressed dissatisfaction and discussed the need for evidence to submit. 
a
Employment contract terms – to enable Cllrs to undertake a review of the current contract 
Councillors discussed the current terms and proposed changes to the pay scale, proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. 

Councillors discussed the current contract.  Cllr Ward proposed a salary increase, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed.   
The Clerk reported that the laptop’s battery is no longer holding a charge (laptop purchased in 2014, handed over to the current Clerk in 2016). Councillors agreed a budget of £1000 to purchase a new laptop, proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed.  
1183
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 9th May 2022

Co-option of Councillors
There being no further business for discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:3
 CONFIDENTIAL
Addendum to the Minutes  
1182
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
Previous breach of planning reported response discussed. Councillors expressed dissatisfaction and discussed the need for evidence to submit. 
a
Employment contract terms – to enable Cllrs to undertake a review of the current contract 
Councillors discussed the current contract.  It was noted that the Clerk’s salary has not been reviewed annually in line with the terms of the contract over the last 6 years and that the scale is now behind where it should be. Councillors noted a starting salary in 2016 of £10.61 which is currently at £12.48, equating to an hourly increase of £1.87 over 6 years of employment.  Councillors considered the NALC benchmarking information for guidance and current scales in order to review the renumeration.  Cllr Ward proposed a move to Scale point 28 at £16.75ph, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed.   It was noted that this is the top of the LC2 (24-28 range). 
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