


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr T Richardson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; 
		Cllr J Baker, Cllr S Davenport; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr J Waller-Davies
Unitary Cllrs:	Cllr S Davenport; 
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 13th January 2025 At Criftins Parish Hall


384	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
Cllr Evans opened the Meeting at 7:16pm welcoming everyone to the first Meeting of 2025.  There were no members of the public present.  Apologies were received from Cllr Dyke.

385	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations  (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

386	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th December 2024 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting. Cllr Richardson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

387	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised.
388	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings have been attended. 

398	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Williams did not attend the Meeting. Cllr Davenport did not give a report. 

390	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 9th December 2024
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved.

391	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
No matters were reported for attention. 

392	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion
Cllr Egerton reported that she had visited the playground that day and provided photographic evidence of the area being in good order with the exception of a neighbour’s fence panel leaning on the fence. Action: Clerk to request weed spraying and for the panel to be removed by the Grounds Maintenance Contractor. 




393	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
It was reported that thousands of tonnes of hardcore/rubble and soil is being dumped behind Gladstone House in Dudleston Heath. Action: Clerk to establish if a permit is in place for this activity.
Cllr Ward reported that the noticeboard in Dudleston Heath is in need of repair. It was agreed that a quote would be sourced to carry out the necessary work.  Action: Clerk to progress.
Cllr Ward further reported that where the Airband box was re-instated there is now a dip in the pavement surface which has become a trip hazard. Action: Cllr Ward to forward photos, Clerk to report.
Cllr Egerton reported that there are now no signs in Dudleston Heath for the School. The one at Chapel Lane is still down and there is no sign present at the entrance to School Lane or Church Lane on B5068. Action: Clerk to report. 

b	Dudleston		
Councillors discussed the bridge repairs which are believed to have been scheduled to take place this month. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston and Cllr Davenport updated on the severe flooding of the Tetchill to Lee road. There is no drain to take away run off from the fields. Cllr Davenport has requested that Highways install a ditch.
Cllr Swanston informed the Meeting that the air ambulance had visited the village this morning to attend to an emergency.

d	Lee				
No report. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Cllr Richardson reported excess amounts of mud being left on the road by farm vehicles which hasn’t been cleaned up.  Cllr Davenport to attend to. Clerk to forward copy of farming practice leaflet. 

f	Criftins School 			
Places are available at the Nursery. To advertise on Facebook. 

g	Community policing		
Regular Neighbourhood Watch updates received from West Mercia.  Clerk to update Policing Charter priorities when asked as per previous submission. 

h	Footpaths			
No update. 

i	Bus stops		
The Clerk reported that she has followed up again on the request to relocate the stops in Dudleston Heath. The local area Technician was to schedule a meeting with his manager to discuss. 

394	The Gravel Hole – to enable Cllrs to discuss maintenance/aspirations to take forward
The Working Group will schedule a meeting to discuss maintenance work required. Cllr Waller-Davies to map the area and identify species visible.  


395	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Report from meeting/information received for discussion
No recent meeting has been held. 

396	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion 
An invitation to the Councillors has been received to tour Ellesmere Yard to see the work going on. Cllr Richardson expressed interest in attending. Action: Clerk to respond and obtain tour times. 

397	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson continues to post up to date notices of interest. 

b	Defibrillators – update following annual checks
The annual check has been undertaken with new pads installed. A new bleed kit was provided for Criftins. Bleed kits to be marked with ownership/location details. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
Cllr Swanston reported that she is making good progress.  Ellesmere to Hordley is now completed.  Ellesmere College has given permission to fly a done over their area in the holidays.  They have reported issues with drainage affecting their sewage plant.  Cllr Swanston reported that she will be chasing the Environment Agency to get involved and to measure the depth of the Brook as agreed two years ago.  Assistance will be needed in order to continue the mapping beyond Tetchill to the Newnes Brook.

d	Play equipment inspection policy – to review
Clerk to update for February. 

e	Monthly outdoor play equipment inspections – update
Ray Parry Playgrounds has been appointed to undertake monthly inspections. The Clerk has requested the reports in time for the monthly meetings. 

f	Casual Vacancy
The Clerk reported that no applications have been received, however, in light of the upcoming Elections due in May there seems little point in co-opting at this time.  The vacancy remains open and advertised. 
		
398	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No further matters were raised. 

b	Road Closure notifications
Eastwick Lane road closure noted 3rd April 2025. 

c	Sign cleaning – update
No update. 


d	VAS – to discuss site location for unit - update
The Clerk reported that she had manged to schedule a meeting with sign company. The representative from Highways had not managed to attend as it was done at short notice, however the location seems to have been agreed. Cllr Davenport attended. A suitable location has been identified. A new pole will be required. Clerk to follow up with Highways. 

e	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on funding application
The new 53 service is being operated by Lakeside Coaches. Bus stops to be discussed with them. Cllr Ward to forward proposed locations.  Eight buses run daily on weekdays, with six on a Saturday. 

f	Spunhill Crossroads – update for discussion
No update. 

399	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Reconciliations/Reports & Statements for approval
The Clerk reported that she will need to send the latest accounts to 1st January and reconciliation for approval at a later date as the statements are not available as yet and she has no online access to the second account.
The accounts to the 1st December were presented for approval and confirmation that the reconciliation is correct. Cllr Ward proposed approving the reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Garguilo,     all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
No update.

d	Domain name email addresses – update
The Clerk is following this up.  There seems to have been a delay over Christmas. 

e	Budget 2025-26 for approval
The Councillors considered the budget which has been updated to include the changes requested at the December meeting. The Clerk proposed a reduction in her hours for 2025-26 by 5 hours per month, made possible by the introduction of the accounting package.  Cllr Davenport proposed accepting the budget, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Davenport has raised the installation of Wifi into Welsh Frankton village Hall with the Committee. He has sourced a price and will take this forward.

f	To approve salary adj payment in line with NALC’s pay award
The Clerk’s backdated salary adjustment payment as per the NALC salary awards for 2024-25 was proposed for approval. The Clerk circulated calculations for the amount owing, outlining the new annual and monthly figures. The figures included an amount owing for a shortfall in salary this year due to the standing order not having been adjusted to reflect the tax code change. The pension contribution will need to be adjusted accordingly.  Cllr Ward proposed approval of the payment, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 




g	To agree precept request
Cllr Egerton proposed requesting a precept of £47,065.93, an uplift of 7% on the previous year’s precept of £43,986.85, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 


	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/25
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£407.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	17/12/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2540
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/01/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/01/25
	Employee
	Salary adj payment (from April 24)
	£581.19
	2541
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/01/25
	SALC
	Training
	£37.50
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/01/25
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership
	£90.00
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	10/12/24
	SLCC
	Clerk’s training
	£112.50
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/09/24
	R A Faulkner
	Weed spraying
	£210.00
	PAID
	HA 1980 s42

	22/12/24
	MedUK Ltd
	Defib parts
	£732.78
	
	PHA 1936 s234


	

400	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda (10th February)
The date of the next meeting was noted. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:30pm.
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