

Chairman:	Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr T Richardson
		Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr J Waller-Davies
Unitary Cllrs:	Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Williams
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held 11th March 2024 
At Criftins Parish Hall

225 Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting which was declared open at 7:55pm.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Baker, Penrose and Ward. 
A resident raised concerns about the safety of the Caegoody Lane junction with the B5068 which is  on a blind bend which creates visibility issues when turning.  Due to the close proximity of ETC Sawmills there is the danger of lorries accessing and leaving the site to contend with.  There are old 20mph signs in place in the lane. The main road varies between a 60/40/30 mph zone.  The Clerk reported that the Highways Department has responded to say that this site is unsuitable for an illuminated bend sign, however a possible 40mph speed reduction would be supported.  Cllr Davenport suggested a site visit with Highways.  The Clerk was asked to contact ETC Sawmills to discuss proposals for support for a speed limit reduction and to discuss warning signage.

226	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations or requests for dispensations were received. 
227	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th February 2024
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th February 2024. Cllr Gargiulo proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

228	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised.

229	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings have been attended or action taken otherwise not included on the agenda. 

230	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Williams reported that the University is proposing to close.  The University has occupied Council buildings for 2 years without paying rent. Student numbers have dropped.  Shropshire Council is considering moving into the occupied buildings and selling the Shirehall site.  
Cllr Davenport reported that the Council has approved a balanced budget.  Redundancies will be made.  The Councillors discussed the Council’s lack of funds and the huge cost of Adult and Child Services in conjunction with the high number of elderly in the county.  It currently costs c£8k per week to look after a child in care, with £25k being the highest amount.  The Council has a statutory duty to care for the elderly and cannot limit care costs.  
Cllr Davenport reported his progress with the Highways matters he has been dealing with. 


231	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12th February 2024
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the approved Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 12th February 2024, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

232	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns:
Update on Dudleston Heath lighting upgrade scheme
The Clerk has chased for a response – acknowledged but not updated as yet.

233	Playground  - Inspection report
Cllr Egerton reported an issue with broken fence panels on site. Cllr Dyke to organise emergency repairs.  Some other panels may need replacing later. The equipment is looking green and needs a clean. Cllr Egerton to undertake.  

234	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
It was reported that the lanes around the School are filthy and the verges have been churned up by vehicles. It was noted that the School urgently needs additional parking provision to alleviate parking and blocking the roads.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Governors to request that they discuss parking, speed and the unofficial one way system which appears to have been adopted.  Cars are also parking on the chevron lines outside the School.  Previous reports of parents not stopping or giving way at junctions is still an issue. The parents are driving too fast in the lanes – Clerk to request that the parents are reminded to consider the safety of the children and local residents. Action: Clerk to write to the School.
The School is currently canvassing parents to see if a nursery is needed. Councillors expressed concerns that this would bring an increase to parking and traffic. 
A previously reported flooding issue due to a collapsed pipe has been marked out for attention. 
It was reported that Brynore Lane’s road surface is crumling.
The Elson to Ellesmere footpath is still in need of attention. Cllr Davenport to report. 

b	Dudleston		
Ongoing issues with potholes and flooding continue due to the wet weather. 

c	 Tetchill
The culverted drain in the centre of the village is blocked from the Tetchill Moor road to the Tetchill Brook. It was cleaned out last year.  
The local water quality is not good. From a straw poll, 31 out of 33 people in the village no longer use the tap water.  Severn Trent report that they test it regularly.  However, it is believed that the testing is carried out in Ellesmere, not Tetchill itself. The residents are taking this forward with Severn Trent. 
The fliers for the trial bus service are being printed. The service will run on April 2,9,16,23 and 30th.  This will be advertised locally and on social media. 

d	Lee				
The Lee name sign is missing. This has been reported on FixMyStreet, however a ‘no further action required’ message has been returned. 
Floods on Lee Road again were reported. There are no drains in this area. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Issues with mud on the roads were reported in New Marton. The farmer should be sweeping the roads after use.  Cllr Davenport to speak to the farmer in the first instance.  

f	Criftins School - Acadamisation 
Cllr Gargiulo reported that the School is currently federated with Cockshutt School.  Acadamisation has been on the School’s agenda for the last 10 years and it is now looking towards being an academy with an organisation like the Marches Trust. The School is classed as ‘outstanding’.  Becoming an academy is viewed as a protective measure to secure the future of the School and funding for it.  

g	Community policing		
No newsletter has been received.

h	Footpaths
Councillors agreed that they would like to nominate the P3 Group for the BBC Radio Shropshire Make a Difference awards. The Town Council has made a separate nomination. 
		
i	Bus stops
The Clerk has requested an update however has received an out of office response until 20th March.  She will chase again in due course. 

235	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
No update has been received from the Solicitor.
There is a persistent flood by the entrance. The gate is open again, has not been fixed.  It was suggested that some tree control might be necessary soon.  

236	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Councillors acknowledged receipt. 

b	Meeting feedback (if applicable)	
Further to the request to increase the Lodge rent to £575 a further email has been received suggesting an increase to £600.  Cllr Evans proposed accepting the proposal, seconded by Cllr Dyke  all agreed. Resolved.
There is a CWG meeting next week. 

237	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: D Day celebrations; 
D Day celebrations: The Clerk circulated information regarding purchasing flags for the event. She enquired if flagpoles for the Hall are wanted in order to fly flags for special occasions. Flags are available for D Day at a cost of £28.80 plus vat and postage each. Other flags could be purchased for other events ie Union Jack flags. Cllr Davenport proposed purchasing 2 flags, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed.

238	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Nothing to report. 

b	Defibrillators – checks and training dates (to be scheduled for March/April)
Pads for the Greyhound defibrillator to be checked. One new set has been ordered.  




c	To review a Social Media Policy 
The Clerk will circulate a draft for consideration in April. To take forward. 

d	Tetchill Brook – Meeting update and agenda for approval
The circulated agenda was approved confirmed for circulation in preparation for the Meeting scheduled for 20th March 2024.  Cllr Davenport will Chair the Meeting supported by Cllr Swanston who will give an overview and background information. The Clerk will attend to take minutes. 

e	Asset register – to review
The current register was circulated for review prior to year end.  Cllr Gargiulo proposed approving the register, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Egerton reported that the bench at Dudleston Church needs sanding and re-painting. Cllr Dyke to ask the handyman to see to this. 

f	Policies for review: Data protection policy; Email acceptable use policy
Cllr Swanston, seconded by Cllr Richardson, proposed both policies for re-adoption, all agreed. Resolved. 

g	Official portrait scheme - update
The Clerk confirmed that a portrait has been applied for. 		

239	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
With reference to a request for speed data checks in Dudleston Heath, Shropshire Council has no funding availability in this financial year for more checks. The stretch from the Parish Hall to the Old Shop in the 30mph zone was proposed. 

b	Road Closure
No new closures reported. 

c	Sign cleaning – quote for consideration 
The quote has been received. Same price per sign as last year £11.50 per sign.
Cllr Richardson proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. 

d	VAS – feedback on request for unit for Caegoody Lane
Feedback has been received from the Highways Department in relation to a request submitted to install an illuminated upcoming bend warning sign.  They have responded that this is not a suitable location for a sign as it is not an accident cluster site.  Shropshire Council’s Highways team has suggested that it would, however, support a 40mph zone. The Clerk was asked to contact the Sawmill to discuss additional warning signage.  Cllr Gargiulo proposed pursuing a 40mph zone, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. 

e	Proposal to finance a bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) - update
The Clerk reported that she is waiting for confirmation from CiL Team as to whether NF can be used to pay for providing a service. 





240	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the emailed reports and statements. Cllr Swanston proposed signing the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Egerton proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 

c	Dog waste bin costs (Gravel Hole) – update
A quote has been received for £380 for the provision of a bind + £145 pa to empty. Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting this quote, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. A precise location will need to be agreed; Cllr Davenport to discuss with Street Scene.  
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	29/02/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/03/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 

	£407.40
	2489
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/03/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2490
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/03/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/02/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£1190.08
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3, HA 1980 s301

	07/03/24
	Shropshire Council
	Litter bin emptying – Coachman’s Bridge
	£172.43
	DD
	Litter Act 1983 s5&6

	13/03/24
	MedUk
	Defib pads
	£70.68
	2491
	PHA 1936 s234

	11/03/24
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£ 31.63
	2492
	LGA 1972 s112

	11/03/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£110.10
	2493
	LGA 1972 s111




The Clerk reported that she has submitted a VAT reclaim for £1828.02.  

 241	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 08 April 2024
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:24pm.
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