
Chairman:

Cllr S Evans
Councillors:

Cllr S Jackson; Cllr S Penrose; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr T Richardson



Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr I Ward; Cllr R Swanston;  

Unitary Cllrs:

Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport

Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held on 12th June 2023 at

Criftins Parish Hall

101
Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:46pm. One member of the public attended the Meeting and raised the area known as the Gravel Hole, in particular the mowing of the area.  She informed the Council that there is a lot of plastic rubbish on site and an old vehicle which need to be removed. Access was reported to be a current issue. Councillors explained that the Council is currently lodging an adverse possession claim via the Land Registry which is taking a long time to complete.  The Council is able to prove ‘ownership’ from the 1890s but wants legal recognition.  Until legal possession is confirmed the Council is not in a position to undertake maintenance in the area.  Once the claim has been confirmed an ecological report will be undertaken and any debris cleared.  It will be a community amenity area with benches and possibly interpretation boards (to identify resident wildlife species) installed. Councillors thanked the resident for attending. 

102
Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update

No applications have been received. 
103
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations  (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations or requests for dispensations were received. 
104
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th May 2023

(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the draft minutes. Cllr Gargiulo proposed the Minutes as a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 
105
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

No matters were raised. 

106
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

No external meetings have been attended. No matters to report. 

107
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors both sent apologies.

108
Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 15th May 2023
Cllr Penrose proposed accepting the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

109
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns; Feedback from Cllr site visit with Eon; Dudleston Heath Shropshire Council 30mph lighting scheme update; Scottish Power cable relocations; Review of inventory and current charges
The Clerk reported that she has yet to received a date for the upgrade work from Eon.  She has queried the installation of 30mph repeater signs for Dudleston Heath. The Highways engineer will be looking into this matter. 
110
Playground  - Confirmation of annual inspection; Fencing quotes for consideration
The Clerk confirmed that the annual inspection will take place this month.  Quotes to be taken forward to July’s meeting for consideration.

111
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Cllr Gargiulo reported that the water lying on the road by Rose Villa is still there despite it having been reported at least 3 years ago.


b
Dudleston


The closure of Church Lane extension until the end of July was noted. 

The bottom end of Crimpeth Lane is being investigated. A report was sent after the storm stating all works completed however nothing was actually done.  Four red bins have been cleared. 


c
 Tetchill
It was reported that Shropshire Council has attended to some drainage issues in the village.  Tree roots appear to be part of the problems.  It seems that no one has any idea how foul water is getting into the drains.  Public protection to be asked to investigate.
Tetchill Brook needs to be cleared out. The Environment Agency needs to attend to this. 

The footpath at Tetchill Moor Road by Manor Farm was reported as inaccessible. 

White lining replacement work is still outstanding.  This should have been done in April and will hopefully be completed by the end of June. The junction lining is vital. 

d
Lee
It was reported that junction lines at the rear entrance of the College have still to be marked and vehicles are failing to stop when exiting the College grounds.  Limited visibility was reported due to an overgrown hedge.





e
Welsh Frankton 

Nothing to report. 

f
General issues 
Nothing to report. 

g
Community policing


No update. 


h
Footpaths


A footpath in Lee at Whitemere Lane requires attention.


i
Bus stops

The Highways Department is due to undertake a site visit to inspect current provision.

j
VAS units - No progress. Permission to place unit is still outstanding. 


112
The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
The Clerk reported that she is expecting more paperwork from the Solicitor this week.  
Councillors agreed to formulate an action plan once the legal process has been completed. 

113
CWG 


a
To acknowledge accounts – Receipt of accounts and minutes were acknowledged. 

b
Meeting feedback


Cllr Dyke gave an update on the possibility of land being forthcoming for additional burial space within the parish.  A meeting will be held at the Swanhill Cemetery to establish if more plots can be found.  A public meeting should be planned to update the community on plot availability.

114
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting minutes, Covid spring booster dates; Training dates;  - No matters were raised for discussion.
115
Housekeeping 
a
Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page

Nothing to report. Cllr Dyke reported that he is holding several litter picking kits and a trolley. The Clerk advised that this equipment is marked.  
The Clerk ran through the Place Plan document in its current format with the Councillors. Updates were proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Egerton. All agreed. Clerk to update. 


b
Defibrillators – inspection reports/to report any concerns or issues

Recent checks have been carried out.  To update the Circuit. 

c
Policies: Standing Orders/Financial Regulations/Risk Assessment: for adoption 

Acceptance of the above policies was proposed by Cllr Swanston, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 



116
Highways 
a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern 

No matters were reported. 


b
Spunhill crossroads road concerns – to enable Cllrs to discuss

The Clerk reported that she has so far been unable to schedule a meeting. There was reluctance from the Highways Department. She will try again.

117
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Accounts to the financial year end have been circulated to all Councillors. 
b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments proposed for approval were proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Penrose, all agreed. Cheques were duly signed in accordance with the mandate.

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/05/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/06/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC

£96.73Employee
£169.28


	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/06/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£333.79
	2449
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/05/23
	Starboard Sys Ltd
	Software
	£414.72
	2450
	LGA1972 s111

	22/05/23
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit fee
	£373.75
	2451
	LGA 1972 s94

	12/06/23
	Employee
	Expenses
	£112.35
	2452
	LGA 1972 s112

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	15/05/23
	Shropshire Council
	EMG
	£670.00
	
	



c
To receive the Internal Auditor’s report and acknowledge/discuss any findings therein
Councillors noted the report and findings. Cllr Evans proposed accepting the report, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

d
To approve the 2022-23 year end accounts
Clrl Swanston proposed approving the audited year end accounts, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

e
To complete and approve the Annual Governance Statement
Councillors read and completed the Annual Governance Statement positively. Cllr Richardson proposed approving the Statement and for the Chairman and Clerk to sign the form, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

f
To complete and approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2022-23
Cllr Swanston proposed approving the completed Statement, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. 

g
To approve the return of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022-23 to the External Auditor
Cllr Swanston proposed the submission of the AGAR to the External Auditor, seconded by Cllr Penrose, all agreed. Resolved. 

h
Notice of exercise of public rights
The Clerk confirmed that she will circulate the form via email for display on the website and notice boards. Dates will also be provided to the External Auditor. 
i
PKF Littlejohn scale of fees 2022-23 accounts

The Clerk advised that the fee is likely to be £315.
 118
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 

No matters were raised. 
There being no further matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:30pm.
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