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Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January 2022 at

Criftins Parish Hall, Dudleston Heath
1109
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session

Cllr Cole declared the Meeting open at 7:37pm welcoming everyone present.  There were no members of the public present.


1110
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received and duly accepted from Cllrs Evans and Dyke.
1111
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations were received or requests for dispensations made.
1112 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th November 2021 - To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the November Meeting. Cllr Swanston proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 
1113
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

The Clerk confirmed that no feedback has been received from Highways. 
1114
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

No meetings have been attended. 
1115
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
Cllr Williams reported that Shropshire Council has delivered a balanced budget for 2022-23. The increase to Council Tax will be 3.99%.  85% of the current £660m budget is spent on social care, which benefits 3% of Shropshire’s population (c320,000). The remaining 15% is spread across all other departments for Highways, Street Lighting, Waste etc.  There will be a shortfall for the 2023-24 budget.  Shropshire Council is currently considering if a charge should be implemented on green waste. New recycling bins are being rolled out in the Spring.
1116
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8th November 2021
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the approved Minutes via email. Cllr Gargiulo proposed that they be accepted, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved.  
1117
Street lighting –To discuss/agree quote for the removal of street lights
The Clerk reported that she has chased Eon again for a date but has had no response.   Action: Clerk to continue to follow up.
1118
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


The Clerk reported that the grounds maintenance contractor will measure up for replacement fencing. Action: The Chairman is due to liaise with him and will progress this to discuss details.
Cllr Ward reported that there is evidence that the main road appears to be sinking. To be reported to Highways for inspection.  A lorry has been noticed parking overnight in the layby. To monitor.  

Councillors discussed the footpath near the School which has been fenced and planted. Some areas are very wet underfoot.  Councillors agreed that this should be discussed with the P3 Group and ongoing maintenance should be discussed with the landowner. Action: Contact to be made with the P3 Group and the landowners.

The Gravel Hole gate is due to be mended.  
b
Dudleston


The sign reported in need of replacement in Shellbrook Hill is still down.  Action: Clerk to chase up.
Cllr Egerton queried progress of the requested replacement ‘welcome to Shropshire’ sign on the A528 Grange Road.  Action: Clerk to forward emails exchanged with Traffic Officer.
c
 Tetchill

A missing footpath sign was reported at OS240 38.9 32.7. Action: Clerk to report.
Cllr Swanston reported that the new notice board should be in place in the next couple of weeks.
She reported local sightings of deer recently.  One of the new dog waste signs has been removed from its location near the canal. Action: Cllr Swanston will make enquires locally. 

d
Lee




Nothing to report. 
e
Welsh Frankton 


No report. Councillors will check local footpaths.
f
General issues 
None reported. 
g
Housing needs survey – update if any

The Clerk will follow this up.
1119
The Gravel Hole – an update 
Councillors discussed collecting the paperwork from the Solicitors.  Action: Cllr Swanston to arrange collection of all paperwork.  Clerk to request an invoice although Councillors queried amount of work actually done by the Solicitor. 

1120
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts



Councillors acknowledged receipt.  The Clerk confirmed that the Town Council has advised that no funds will be required this year due to high level of reserves. Councillors discussed the matter and queried the need to keep reserves for a future land purchase should the result of the DEFRA consultation have an effect on available burial space.  The cemetery requires £14000 for water butts and tarmac this year. 
b 
To acknowledge receipt of the Minutes/ other 






correspondence

None.
1121
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting info; Community reassurance updates; Policing updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence;

Request from AirBand for Zoom update meeting
Councillors noted the Shropshire Council consultation on their budget. 
PC Crump’s report was noted.  Councillors queried lighting in the business park.

1122
Housekeeping 
a
Signage




Councillors reported successful rollout of the new signs and good feedback from parishioners.  A photo of the new signs will be put onto the website.  
Cllr Cole requested community engagement be included on the February agenda.

b
Defibrillator training sessions
Action: to liaise to get dates together for sessions – Cllr Egerton and Clerk.



1123
Highways 

a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern/ road closure notifications

Road closures reported in Eastwick Lane with no local notification which had caused some chaos.  

Planned closure of the Gobowen station car park was discussed and queried.  No local consultation has been undertaken.  Councillors expressed concern that the whole car park was planned for closure whilst work is to be carried out on the level crossing.  Councillors noted many new poles being installed by Airband. 

b
VAS purchase  – update on project/powers of expenditure
The Clerk confirmed that a grant for £5000 has been approved by the Police Crime Commissioner’s office.  Councillors discussed how best to rollout the project.  Powers of expenditure are limited to the LGA 1972 s137 which limits annual expenditure to c£16,000 pa for ERPC.  The Clerk suggested it could be rolled out over 2 financial years.  Final approval for the proposed locations must be obtained from Highways.  Action: Cllr Cole to confirm with Highways and obtain a re-quote for 4 units for Tetchill as a starting point. 

1124
Community Policing
The report received was read out under previous item.

1125
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed that they had received the spreadsheets sent via email.   The bank reconciliation was agreed to reconcile and duly signed off by Cllr Cole, as proposed by Cllr Ward and seconded by Cllr Davenport. All agreed. Resolved. 

b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Swanston proposed all payments as listed for approval, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

c
Update on internet banking application

The Clerk confirmed that she has attended the branch for id checks.  Councillors confirmed that they have set up the app for payments.  Action: Clerk to set up payments for February online. 


d
PCC Safer Roads Partnership grant application update

The grant has been approved. Action: The Clerk will complete the final paperwork to release the funds. 

e
Budget review – to enable Councillors to set the 2022 budget

The Clerk presented the proposed budget for operational and earmarked reserve expenditure.  Councillors agreed to remove the allocation for the CWG (£9,800) for the next financial year. The budget was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

f
Precept requirement – to enable Councillors to set the 2022 Precept

Councillors considered the figures forwarded by Shropshire Council and agreed a 0% increase.  Action: Clerk to apply for a precept of £38,781.00 as proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

g
Equipment purchase for the Village Halls (projector, screen etc) – to enable Cllrs to discuss/agree

Councillors discussed the provision of conferencing equipment for the halls to enable meetings to use wifi connection and to have presentations (LGA 1972 s144/LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 a19).  Cllr Cole proposed providing each Hall with £2500 to purchase equipment – evidence must be provided that the grant has been spent as designated, seconded by Cllr Ward.  Cllr Ward further proposed that each Hall be given an annual allocation of £300 to supply superfast broadband connections to the Halls, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/21
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£898.30
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/12/21
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£31.82

£42.43
£74.25
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/21
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£154.34
	2278
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/22
	Employee
	Expenses
	£59.20
	2281
	LGA 1972 s111

	24/11/21
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£624.95
	2280
	

	30/12/21
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£898.30
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/22
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£31.82

£42.43
£74.25
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/22
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£154.34
	2279
	LGA 1972 s112


 1126
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
No matters were brought forward for discussion.

1127
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 14th February 2022
Community engagement; Annual grants; Hall equipment grants; Playground works; Defib training; Gravel Hole; 
There being no further matters to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:28pm.
Next Ordinary Meeting of ERPC: 14th February 2022
immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


