

Chairman:	Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr T Richardson
		Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr J Baker, Cllr S Penrose 
Unitary Cllrs:	Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Williams
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held 8th April 2024 
At Criftins Parish Hall


242	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
Apologies were received from Cllr Ward and Cllr Waller-Davies. 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:13pm.  There was one   member of the public present. 

243	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

244	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th March 2024
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th March 2024. Cllr Swanston proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr               Egerton, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

245	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

246	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings have been attended. 

247	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Williams reported that a reduction in staff numbers is underway at Shropshire Council, made up of early retirements and redundancies.  The Green Waste consultation is underway. Cllr Evans queried whether Adult/Child social care costs will be paid for nationally rather than Councils being subject to cover all costs.  It is hoped that a cross Party agreement will be decided in order to deal with the issue. 

248	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th March 2024
Cllr Swanston proposed accepting the approved Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 11th March 2024, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

249	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
Cllr Davenport reported that a map of the proposed upgrading scheme for Dudleston Heath has now been received from Shropshire Council.  The Clerk reported that several residents have queried why the lights have not been replaced at the Horseshoe Lane junctions.  Positioning/overhanging trees may have been a factor.  


250	Playground  - Inspection report
Cllr Dyke reported that the broken fence panel has been replaced. The annual inspection is due in June.

251	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
The Clerk confirmed that she has written to the School however no response has been received as yet.   The Councillors discussed recent pothole repairs and were encouraged to report via FixMyStreet. 

b	Dudleston		
Potholes were reported by the Church.  The bridge repairs at Kilhendre are still outstanding.  Lane sweeping has been undertaken.  

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported a broken Perspex panel on the noticeboard.  Cllr Swanston proposed an amount of up to £50 for repairs, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved.
The end of the culverted drain is blocked again.  Cllr Davenport will be undertaking a tour tomorrow with a drainage engineer and will visit this area. 
Cllr Swanston reported that a resident has been shot with an air rifle whilst in his driveway. The perpetrator is unknown. 

d	Lee				
There has been a flood on the road between Tetchill and Lee for three months. This is down to riparian responsibility. Cllr Davenport will review it tomorrow. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
It was reported that the road has been swept.  The sign to Lower Frankton is still down.  Action: Clerk to report again. 
Cllr Davenport will inspect the ditches on his round with reported water run off issues. 

f	Criftins School 			
Covered.

g	Community policing		
A newsletter has been received. Speed checks and data checks have been requested. 

h	Footpaths			
Cllr Davenport reported that there is a new Streetscene Officer with whom he undertook a local area tour.  

i	Bus stops
An update is still awaited. 

252	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
The Clerk reported no update on the title claim.  She requested permission to add this to the asset register as an historic item. Proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to update register. 


253	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
The Clerk has requested end of year accounts for the internal audit process. 

b	Meeting feedback (if applicable)	
A new maintenance contractor is being sought. The contract has been put out to tender. 

254	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: Environmental maintenance grants; Leader’s update; PCC election notices; Freedom Fund; 
Cllr Egerton proposed applying for an Environmental Maintenance grant if appropriate, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

255	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported that the page is running well. 

b	Defibrillators – checks and training dates (to be scheduled for March/April)
Checks are all up to date.  The Clerk is arranging training dates.  The School has been contacted regarding arranging training. 

c	To review a Social Media Policy
The Clerk presented a new social media policy. Cllr Swanston proposed accepting it, seconded by  Cllr Penrose, all agreed. Resolved. 

d	Tetchill Brook – Meeting feedback/minutes for approval
The Councillors reviewed the meeting and agreed that it had been very successful.  There is a need to establish a working group and to undertake mapping of the Brook.  Cllr Davenport has chased a planning application’s progress which will impact the Brook.  
The Clerk reported that CiL Local grants still cannot be applied for.  About £17m is being held.  
The EA is keeping the Perry high to protect Shrewsbury from flooding.  They want to lower the boards at Hinsford to divert water into the Perry.  The Ellesmere to Tetchill stretch is very well maintained.  

e	Tetchill Brook mapping
Maps have been requested from Seven Trent, the EA and Shropshire Council.  

f	Press releases/Media relations policy
The Clerk suggested that the Council considers promoting itself more widely via press releases, in particular in relation to the new weekly bus service it has paid for from Tetchill into Ellesmere.  It was agreed that the Clerk, Cllr Swanston and Cllr Evans would look into this. 

g	Annual Parish Meeting – to confirm date and venue
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at Welsh Frankton on 23rd April at 7:30pm.  Annual grants for the Halls, Churches, Newsletter, Library and Day Care Centre were proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. 		

256	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No matters were raised. 


b	Road Closure:   - No updates.

c	Sign cleaning – update
The Clerk reported that this is in progress. 

d	VAS – feedback on request for unit for Caegoody Lane/site visit feedback
Cllr Davenport reported that this is in progress.  The Clerk has written to ETC Sawmills regarding road safety matters. 

e	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) – update/feedback
Cllr Swanston reported that the service has started well with 14 people using the service in the first week.  Usage will be monitored over the next couple of weeks and report back. 

257	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Cllr Dyke did not participate in this item. 
Accounts to year end were presented. Cllr Davenport proposed approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. 

c	Dog waste bin costs (Gravel Hole) – update
The Officer has inspected the site however it was flooded. Will review again.  Cllr Davenport to liaise. 

d	Internal Audit/AGAR 2023-24
The Clerk reported that the process has begun. 

e	Precept confirmation
The precept is due to be paid on 24th April 2024.

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	31/03/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/04/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/04/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 

	£407.40
	2494
	LGA 1972 s112

	19/03/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£30.00
	2495
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/03/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/03/24
	Shropshire Council
	Waste removal 
	£172.43
	DD
	Litter Act 1983 s5&6

	08/04/24
	JD Dyke Supplies
	Fence panel
	£37.95
	2496
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	08/04/24
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£31.60
	2497
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/04/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2498
	LGA 1972 s111



 258	Parish Matters/Items for the next agendas 
No items were brought forward. 
13th May 2024 Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
There being no further items for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:25pm. 
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