




Chairman:	Cllr T Richardson ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr G Dyke; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson;
		Cllr J Baker, Cllr S Davenport; Cllr T Richardson; 
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 11th November 2024  At Criftins Parish Hall


350	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman (Vice Chairman standing in for Cllr Evans) welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:   pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr Swanston, Cllr Evans and Cllr Waller-Davies.  
The resignation from the Council from Cllr Penrose was duly noted. The vacancy has been duly advertised.  Thanks were conveyed to Cllr Penrose for his contribution to the Parish Council and support for the community.  Three members of the public attended the Meeting. 

351	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations  (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

352	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th October 2024 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last meeting. Cllr Dyke proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

353	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

354	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
Nothing to report. 

355	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Davenport has attempted to set a meeting with Freedom Fibre to discuss the large number of poles being installed.  He is of the opinion that permission for installations should go through Shropshire Council as they are unmonitored.  Airband and Freedom Fibre are not working together on this project or consulting with each other.  The mapping process appears to happen post installation.  Changes are to be made to the current Planning Department’s Committees which will result in Officers being given more power to make delegated decisions.  The VAS requested for the Caegoody Lane entrance is not being approved due to no accident data to support one at this location.  Shropshire Council’s budget was no resolved by November but finances are ok for now.  Adult and child social care costs are c87% of the overall annual budget.  Redundancies have helped to save some costs.  The Council will move offices from Shirehall to Guildhall – Shirehall costs c£2m pa to run.  Plans may be afoot at Government level to join authorities together and appoint Mayors. The Local Plan has failed at the examination stage with no reasons given as yet.  The five year housing land supply is in place.  


356	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14th October 2024
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the approved minutes, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

357	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
No matters were raised for discussion. 

358	Playground  - Inspection reports 
Councillors discussed the need for regular inspections to be carried out to support the annual inspections. Shropshire Council offers a service to carry out inspections for Parish Councils. Cllr Egerton proposed progressing appointing Shropshire Council to undertake the inspections at a cost of £28+vat per inspection, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Clerk to take forward.  
The Councillors reviewed the circulated proposed playground inspection policy.  Cllr Ward proposed adopting in principle with details to be finalised and the policy re-presented, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved.

359	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Ward reported the sign for the School is down. This has been reported on FixMyStreet. 
Cllr Egerton raised the continuing poor condiditon of the footways between the Hall and Church and from Elson to the parish boundary. Both have been reported to Shropshire Council for attention. Cllr Egerton proposed the Parish Council undertakes the clearing work, seconded by Clrl Ward, all agreed. Resolved. To obtain quotes and take forward. 

b	Dudleston		
No matters were raised. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Davenport to meet with a Highways engineer to inspect Lee to Tetchill lane. 

d	Lee				
No update regarding alterations to the Spunhill crossroads. Clerk to follow up. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Nothing to report. Overgrown hedges were discussed.  These are the responsibility of the landowner – riparian responsibility. 

f	Criftins School 			
The Acadamisation will start in March.  The Nursery should be full by the summer. 

g	Community policing		
Councillors confirmed their priorities for the Policing Charter which remain unchanged. These are reviewed every 3 months. 

h	Footpaths		
The Welsh Frankton path is no longer in use. 




i	Bus stops		
No update to provide on the relocation of stops in Dudleston Heath. Cllr Davenport to take up with Highways. 

j	Hedge cutting
Shropshire Council has put out notices to remind landowners of their responsibilities.  Signs must be kept free from vegetation.  

360	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
No update following the Land Registry visit. 

361	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Swan Hill Survey Report		
it was reported that c20 years provision is now available.  The Law Commission will be undertaking a consultation on burials and cremations. Preparations still need to be made to find new cemetery space for 15/20 year’s time. 

c	Annual review of spaces/budget allocation
The Clerk advised that provision needs to be made for the £9480 for 2025-26.   

362	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins
NSAC minutes; Launch of NALC website; Email received from Criftins Parish Hall Trustees
Councillors were in receipt of slides from a presentation forwarded from Ellesmere Yard given to Ellesmere Town Council.  Response from Criftins Parish Hall was noted.  

363	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
The Facebook page is going well.  

b	Defibrillators – checks 
The bleed kits have been ordered and will be delivered for installation asap.  MedUK are due to undertake annual checks to replace pads and check the units.  

c	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
To take forward to December.  

d	Annual Joint Dinner – to confirm details
Noted. 

e	Play equipment inspection policy – to review/adopt
Covered under previous item. 

f	Monthly outdoor play equipment inspections – to consider appointing outside inspector
Covered. 




g	Casual Vacancy
The vacancy has been advertised. Co-option can be undertaken from December. 

h	Meeting dates for 2025
Councillors noted the dates which are on the website. 

364	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
Nothing further raised. 

b	Road Closure notifications
Road closure affecting Hinford to the A495 noted. 

c	Sign cleaning – update
No update but positive feedback was given for the work done so far. 

d	VAS – to discuss site location for unit
Highways will not approve installation at Pentre Morgan.  To suggest a ‘SLOW’ VAS rather than upcoming bend sign which could be solar powered. No movement on approval for a sign for Caegoody Lane junction. 

e	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) – update/feedback
Cllr Egerton proposed in principle continuing to provide funds for Lakeside to run the community bus service for a year, to incorporate Lee as well, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed.  Cllr Davenport to get a quote for December’s meeting. 

365	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments reconciliations/Breakdown of Expenditure/Net position/Statements
The Clerk will forward the reconciliation once the statements have been received. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed the expenditure including the A Richard invoice and payment out of the Chairman’s expenses for the wreath, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
The Clerk reported no progress. The Dog Warden is due to inspect the site. 

d	Domain name email addresses – to consider purchasing 
The Clerk was asked to check how the email allocation will work in practice. To take forward to December’s meeting. 

e	Bleed kit invoice for approval
The Clerk confirmed that this was paid in October. 

f	Budget 2025-26
The Councillors discussed the grant given to Welsh Frankton village hall to install conferencing equipment and wifi. To date wifi has not been installed. Cllr Egerton proposed writing to request the provision so that the Council can use the Hall for meetings, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

The Councillors considered expected expenditure for 2025-26 and requested that a 5% uplift be applied to the budget. The Clerk will present a draft budget for consideration in December. The Clerk was asked to create an earmarked reserve of £9480 for CWG expenditure for next year proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/11/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£407.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/11/24
	RBL
	Wreath
	£50.00
	2538
	Chairman’s expenses

	31/10/24
	A Richards
	Noticeboards
	£275.00
	2539
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


		



366	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda (9th December 2024)
Budget; precept request

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:47pm.
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