
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2016 AT ELLESMERE TOWN HALL

Present:    
Cllr I Ward



Cllr Mrs J Gargiulo


Cllr D Bevan


Cllr C Hesketh



Cllr Mrs K Egerton 



Cllr Mrs R Swanston



Cllr J S Baker



Cllr S H Davenport


Cllr Mrs P Clubbe



Mrs M Joyce  (Clerk)





There was one member of the public present. 





121
Chairman’s Opening Remarks - Apologies were received from Cllr Palmer.  In his absence Councillors voted that Cllr Ward should Chair the Meeting, all agreed. Resolved.  The Acting Chair welcomed everyone to the September Meeting and opened the Meeting at 7.58pm. 
122
Public Question Time - To respond to any matters raised by members of the public attending. No items brought foward
123
To receive Apologies   - Apologies were received from Cllr Palmer and Cllr Williams.
124
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – none declared

125
Update - Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee - Cllr Mrs K Egerton – nothing to report
126  
Community Policing – to include: 

a) Local reports – nothing received – Clerk to request updates going forward
127
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th July 2016 – The Councillors confirmed that they had read and received the Minutes.  They were proposed as a true and accurate copy by Cllr Swanston, seconded by Cllr Egerton – all agreed. The acting Chair duly signed the Minutes.
128
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th July 2016 - 
No matters brought forward

129
Play area - Dudleston Heath
Cllr Bevan reported that the playground is looking good – works recently undertaken.  
130
Reports from Committees – nothing to report

131
Devolution of Services – ‘Developing capacity in smaller councils and devolution’ survey which was emailed to all Councillors agreed to be completed by Cllr Ward.  Clerk also emailed details regarding the next Town/Parish Forum Meeting.  Devolution now delayed until 2017.  Cllr Davenport recommending clustering using LJC areas as a starting point.  Services to be devolved which will fall within the remit of the Parish Council are likely to be grass cutting and hedge management.  Shropshire Council has recommended that Parishes look to share and identify area for potential cost cutting.  Need to finalise which services will need to be taken over.  To be taken forward.
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132
Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Ward – wants to get the two groups together to take this forward.  Grants are available to undertake the plan.  Town council has put money aside to do the plan.  Application needs to be submitted to Shropshire Council shortly to get the process started.  CiL money contribution will be higher with a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllrs Egerton, Davenport and Baker to represent the Parish.  To set up a meeting with the Town Council.  
133
Elections  May 2017
The Clerk gave an overview of the election process reminding Councillor of the May elections 

134
Unitary Councillors Question Time
Cllr Davenport reported that very little has happened over the summer so very little to feedback.  Planning committee system to be reviewed again– Planning department trying to reduce costs and stop sending hard copies out for consideration from April.
135
Co-option of Councillor for Dudleston Heath Ward – Vacancy to be advertised.
136
Ward Matters


(a)    Dudleston 
Road closure impending.  Cllr Egerton New notice board.  Need name for notice board.  Tetchill board to go up shortly.  Cllr Swanston offered to do names.  Shropshire Council has written to resident to cut his hedge instigated by a private complaint.  Cllr Clubbe enquired about an encampment site near text 4 site.  Enforcement officer had attended.  

(b)    Dudleston Heath 
Cllr Ward – style on Eastwick Lane which was burnt – road repaired following lorry fire – no repair to footpath style – needs replacing.  Clerk to request.  Pleased with prompt response to road repairs.  Notice board in Dudleston needs repair.  Councillors agreed to ask Malcolm Lainsbury to repair and refurbish notice board opposite the Old Post Office. Cllr Swanston to ask for quote for repair.  To contact Cllr Ward for the key.
Speeding – policy to extend 40 to village boundary – this hasn’t changed.  Shropshire Council has installed footway to bends – substantial problem with speeding through village – needs further traffic calming – community speed watch is vital.  Cllr Hesketh – speed data desirable. Want the speeds measured.  Clerk to ask Shropshire Council to undertake speed watch.  Need measures to naturally slow traffic down.  Speed gun calibration paid for.  Write to request police presence at meetings.  Safer roads partnership to do checks.  Clerk to liaise with officer. Complaints received from local residents about the speed. Councillors agreed to endeavour to have the speeds managed better.  Noted other areas such as Overton have been targeted.  

(c)  Welsh Frankton – speed sign (VAS) has been repaired.  Not sure if still working (Cllr Davenport to check).   
 
(d)  Tetchill
Notice board – all made and ready to install.  Existing board near a grit bin on a corner with no footway – another site is desirable.  Councillors discussed installing it near Kenwick Close entrance with grass verge and pavement – opposite side BT box and post box.  Who owns verge.  Clerk to check with highways to establish ownership of verges.  Cllr Swanston to check with adjacent resident.  
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Road over Tetchill brook – collapsed either side of brook – report again.  Canal cottage – system of culverts and drains Brinault lane to field other side of canal – to be checked and cleared full length on yearly basis – has not been done.  Clerk to chase.  Cllr Swanston left the Meeting  at 8:45

(e) Lee – nothing to report.

(f) General Issues 
Footpath Tetchill to Lower Frankton – reported not cleared Lower Frankton end – Canal and River Trust responsibility. Clerk has reported.
Cllr Ward reported nuisance of barking dogs in the village. Cllr Bevan suggested this could be a burglar deterrent.  Cllr Ward raising as an issue for people.  Dogs barking at night.  To put in parish magazine.  
Arriva bus – Dudleston Heath –horn being sounded in middle of village near the post office no53 in each direction annoying residents.  Clerk to complain.  (Cllr Davenport left the meeting)
Tunnel bank – large amount of advertising – remove on grounds of highways safety.  A528 and Welsh Frankton to Shrewsbury Road – Clerk to report.

(g)
Road closures/works: 
ROAD CLOSURE –  Bridge on B5068 junction to Plas Warren junction, Dudleston  - 26 September 2016 – 24 days – 24 hours – Bridge Repairs
Birch road – 7th Nov Severn Trent – one week

Caegoody lane – Ellesmere  5th October new clean water connection Severn Trent

137
Planning - To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the  11th July 2016 and 2nd August 2016 – received.
138
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure

Copies of the Bank Reconciliation, receipts and payments and cash book were circulated for information.  Clerk to investigate a sweeping facility between the accounts.  
Clerk confirmed that she had requested the Burial Committee precept request and that it had been received and was now included in the list of payments to be made. 
(b) Cheques for approval and signature
Cllr Bevan proposed accepting the accounts and making the payments as presented, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Cheques duly signed.
(c) Other items of expenditure for consideration – nothing brought forward
139  
Correspondence – 
Correspondence received by email has been circulated.

Website – Councillors discussed the quote received from Shropshire Tourism.  Councillors expressed concerns over the cost – Town Council to proceed. Shropshire Tourism has been asked to purchase the domain name on behalf of the Parish Council.   Councillors discussed a free website alternative.  The alternative would be an expensive option for the Parish Council.  Cllr Egerton proposed withdrawing from the proposed joint site, seconded by Cllr Hesketh, all agreed. (Cllr Ward did not vote).  Clerk to ask for a progress report from Ben James regarding the registration of the new domain name.  
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140
Reports from Councillors  

(a)
Website – Covered previously
(b)
Broadband – Local provision: discuss – no update.
(c)
Street Lighting – Progress report from Cllr I Ward regarding proposed tendering for LED replacement lighting: Cllr Ward gave overview update – previous liaison officer has retired.  Shropshire Council to advise before PC proceeds.  
141 
The next Ordinary  Parish Council Meeting to be held immediately after the Planning meeting on Monday 10th October 2016 in the Small Committee Room, Ellesmere Town Hall. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9:20m.


Ellesmere Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes


Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 10th October 2016 

Signed     ........................................…………............…….    Chair

Dated 10th October 2016
ERPC                                                                                                                          September  2016

