ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11TH November 2019 held at

Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker

Cllrs Present: 
Cllr J Gargiulo, Cllr S Palmer; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Cole; Cllr I 



Walford; Cllr S Evans; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr B Williams; Cllr I Ward; 

Cllr K Egerton
Clerk:

M Joyce 

734
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting opening at 7:16pm.  Thanks were given to Cllr I Ward for laying the wreath on Remembrance Sunday on behalf of the Parish Council.
735
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public 
No members of the public were present. 
736
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr P Clubbe which were duly accepted by the Council.
737
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

Cllrs Ward, Baker and Egerton declared an interest in a funding application from the Criftins Parish Hall.
738  
Community Policing: To receive North Shropshire Newsletter and PCC Newsletter
The new ‘On the Beat’ newsletter was circulated to Councillors.  Councillors raised recent serious burglaries and a large drugs bust in Ellesmere which have not been reported to the Parish Council by the local Team.  Councillors asked for updates to be provided on these matters and on County Lines. 

739
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th October 2019 - To approve the minutes:
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. They were proposed as a true and accurate record by Cllr Ian Ward, seconded by Cllr Ian Walford, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved.
740
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th October 2019 - requiring members’ further attention.
Councillors discussed the recent road closure by BT in Lower Frankton which was contrary to approval and agreement.  Shropshire Council was informed and has complained to BT.  
741
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Cole to inspect this week. Clerk to arrange for a quote for playground emergency contact signage.
742
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings have been attended.
743
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Cllr Williams reported that Shropshire Council has set up a new department to deal with the effects of climate change.  This will be headed up by Adrian Cooper.  Shropshire Council is recruiting new staff. Concerns were expressed about how this fits with measures to cut costs particularly when consultants are being employed to check the Local Plan consultation responses.  Shropshire Council is taking out a loan with Salix to fund street lighting upgrades across the County for 60 out of 90 thousand street lights.  Cllr Davenport reported that Highways are looking to employ in house staff to carry out basic road maintenance jobs – 2 men in a van.  Alun Morgan and John Bellis are now in charge of flooding issues.  Caegoody Lane has been inspected during recent flooding.  Many floods are due to failure of landowners to carry out their riparian responsibilities.  600 grids are being cleared out per day.  Shropshire Council is looking at installing 20mph zones outside all Schools and Hospitals.  Cllr Palmer thanked Cllr Davenport for the initiatives he has introduced since becoming Portfolio Holder for Highways.  
744
Planning 
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 14/10/19
Cllr Palmer proposed accepting the Minutes of the last Planning Committee Meeting, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

745
Ward Matters

(a) Dudleston

Cllr Egerton reported that the roads are a disgrace and that the gullies and ditches have not been properly cleaned out.  Dudleston Castle Hill has been repaired. Thanks to the Highways Team.  Complaints were relayed regarding lack of broadband access. Letters to be copied to Chris Taylor.  Fibre is due to go into Eastwick Lane in 2020.

(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
School Lane: the overgrown hedge is still in need of cutting back. The Clerk has written to request that action is taken. Mud on roads from tractors pushed onto the pavements which require brushing from Criftins to Ellesmere.

(c) Welsh Frankton


Local drainage issues are being monitored.  2 lights reported as out are still awaiting reconnection.  Clerk has been chasing Eon for an answer.  To try again.

(d)
Lee

Lee to Tetchill road virtually impassable in an ordinary car.


(e) Tetchill




Street light reported as out. To await upgrade. Flood by Coachman’s Bridge reported.  

(f)
General issues
No matters raised. Lamp post poppies have been well received. Councillors were thanked for putting them up.

(g)
Canal tow paths
Councillors discussed the proposals for repairs suggested by the Canal and River Trust which were felt to be wholly inadequate.  Piling and filling is required along the whole length.  

746
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure – The Clerk circulated up to date spreadsheets for information. The bank reconciliation was checked against bank statements for accuracy and agreed. 
(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments proposed for approval by Cllr I Ward, seconded by Cllr I Walford, all agreed. Cheques signed in accordance with the mandate.
(c)
Budget – to enable Councillors to consider the budget for 2020-21
Councillors reviewed the draft budget. Proposals were put forward to include local jobs such as sign cleaning. Cllr Dyke to approach a local firm for a quote.  Clerk to source playground and bus shelter sign quotes.  The Clerk asked if Councillors could photograph local fixed assets as a record.   

(d)
Grant funding request – Criftins Parish Hall
Grant request received to aid provision of a glazed entrance with automatic door which will permit disabled access.  Amount requested: £17,556.42.  The Hall received a grant of £10k in 2018-19. Clerk to check eligibility for Neighbourhood Fund money.  To take forward. 

(e)
Cemetery contemplative arbour – to consider a request from the CWG

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£104.48
	2166
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	04/06/19
	Shropshire Council
	Joint energy costs 2nd quarter
	£1269.40


	TBC
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	TBC
	ETC
	Room Hire 
	£15.00
	2167
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/11/19
	Employee
	Expenses
	£21.68
	2168
	LGA 1972 s111/112

	11/11/19
	RBL
	Wreath
	£50
	2169
	Chairman’s expenses


Request for approval received from Ellesmere Town Council further to a request received from the Cemetery Working Group.  Costs likely to be in the region of £2.5K.  Cllr Ward proposed supporting the request, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. 





747  
Housekeeping

(a) Website : The Clerk has added the grant funding request form.  Riparian landowners responsibility information to be added. 
(b)
Training opportunities: Clerk to email as courses are added. 
(c)
Defibrillators – update


Councillors confirmed precise locations for the 5 new defibrillators to be situated. Confirmation for the BT phone kiosk adoption expected shortly.

748
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting:
(a)
SALC bulletins etc circulated by email inc Shropshire Council consultations; 
(b)
CiL Local – expression of interest application forms – to enable Councillors to consider a re-application for funds; To consider application for Tetchill mains sewerage scheme – Not eligible for connection to mains sewerage.  However, 15 homes would benefit from connection to the pumping station. Cllr Davenport has emailed Severn Trent.  
(c)
PCC Safer Roads scheme – to enable Councillors to consider applying for grant funding to purchase VAS equipment; If a new 20mph zone outside School then the Council could look at VAS provision.
(d)
Environmental maintenance grant scheme – to enable Councillors to consider applying: Councillors agreed to apply for the grant to assist with sign cleaning etc.  Max £1500 can be applied for. Quote will be needed as evidence of costs.
(e)
CWG – Joint burial internments information: Clerk to email information to the Councillors.  
(f)
Boundary review – to consider a request for a meeting from ETC to discuss a boundary review: Councillors agreed that as Shropshire Council has rejected a request for a review that discussions  should be left until a review is likely.
749
Street lighting upgrade – Update and feedback from site visit with Shropshire Council’s lighting team; Update regarding street lighting upgrade programme currently underway: 
Cllr Ward gave a report from his meeting with Shropshire Council’s lighting team member and Cllr Davenport held in Dudleston Heath.  The 2 illuminated crossings will be left with lighting provision.  The lights currently do not conform to Shropshire Council standards. As such more 30mph repeater signs should have been installed. The same applies in  Welsh Frankton.  ERPC is required to fund the installation of a 40mph through Dudleston Heath.  The next main development to be built will be in the centre of the village.  Cllr Ward undertook an inventory of lights out and not repaired.  The inventory will require adjusting post new LED light installation. It was confirmed that there is no 5G planned for the area and the lighting columns do not have 5G connectivity.  Eon has been asked to look into dimming capability for the new lights, or for dusk til dawn provision in line with Shropshire Council’s lights for the estate. 


750
Parish Matters/Items for the December Agenda 
Joint cemetery arrangements; purchase of VAS through PCC grant; Sign cleaning quote; 
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9:24pm.  


