ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Remote Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom 

on 9th November 2020 

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker

Cllrs Present: 
Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr B Cole; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr P Clubbe; Cllr S Evans; 



Cllr S Davenport; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr Walford; 

Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

861
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:19pm welcoming everyone present.  One member of the public attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Palmer and Cllr Walford. 

862
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 
No matters were raised.

863
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received as noted above. 

864
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Cllr Palmer has been issued with a running dispensation for non attendance due to technical issues preventing participation in remote meetings. 

865  
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th October 2020 - To approve the minutes;

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. They were proposed and seconded as a true and accurate account of the Meeting by Cllr Ward and Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

866
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
The Clerk relayed the negative response from Highways in relation to a request for a pavement in Tetchill.
Cllr Ward confirmed that he had undertaken the wreath laying on behalf of the Council at the Remembrance service, for which he was thanked.  

Cllr Davenport confirmed that notice has been served by Highways to a resident to cut an overgrown hedge.  The recipient has a certain number of days to respond.  

867
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - inspection reports
Cllr Cole reported all is in good order. 

868
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time

Cllr Williams reported that the current Highways engineer will be moving to the central region. Two new engineers have now been employed for the north and south areas.  The new CEO at Shropshire Council is now in post (Andy Begley).  There have been restrictions on buses in towns due to COVID.  

869
Planning 
 
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12th October 2020
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 



870
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed that they had received the up to date spreadsheets circulated by the Clerk via email.  The bank reconciliation was approved against the statements circulated. 

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed including invoices from Shropshire Council for energy costs which had been paid between meetings. An additional invoice from PKF Littlejohn for the external audit (£360) was noted and approved for payment also in addition to the donation for the Remembrance wreath £50).  Resolved. 

(c) Budget for 2021-22 for review
The Clerk had circulated an initial budget for consideration. This will be taken forward for further consideration and discussion in December. 

(d) CWG – Confirmation of receipt of accounts
Up to date accounts have not been received.

(e) Defibrillator signs
Cllr Cole has circulated the What3Words for 4 of the 6 defibrillators.  The remaining two are to be established and labels printed.  The Clerk has the fixed signs in hand. 

(f) Quote for a notice board for Lee for consideration
A quote of £900 was received however this has been put into abeyance until a suitable site can be agreed. 

(g)
External Audit update 

The Clerk reported that the External Audit process has now been completed with no queries raised. Cllr Williams offered congratulations on a clean audit.  The Auditor’s Certificate and invoice have been received. The Conclusion of Audit Notice is to be published.
A tender has been received by the Internal Auditor for next year’s audit.  Cllr Ward proposed re-appointing the auditor, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/20
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/11/20
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£70.86
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/11/20
	PFK Littlejohn
	Audit fee
	£360.00
	2219
	LGA 1972 s168

	07/10/20
	Shropshire Council
	Energy  PAID
	£1264.33
	2217
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	07/10/20
	Shropshire Council
	Energy  PAID
	£1036.96
	2218
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	09/11/20
	RBL
	Wreath
	£50.00
	2220
	Chairman’s expenses


871
Street lighting –  Update regarding transfer of lighting assets in Dudleston Heath (30mph zone) to Shropshire Council / revised energy agreement
The Clerk reported that some queries raised by Shropshire Council are still with Eon for response. The lighting within the 30mph zone has been removed from ERPC’s inventory for billing purposes. 

872
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Rubbish dumped in the Pentre Morgan layby is still there – Clerk to report again.

A constant water leak since the summer was raised which is outside Rose Villa on School Lane. Clerk to report again.

b
Dudleston


Cllr Davenport confirmed that he is to hold a site visit with Highways regarding issues from Crimpers Lane to Sodylt Lane.  

c
 Tetchill

Farm contractor has cleaned up the roads as requested however, on the far side of the village towards the School it is unknown who is responsible for the mud on the roads. Clerk to request sweeper to go through.

d
Lee




Potholes reported at the junction.  To report.

e
Welsh Frankton

No items raised.

f 
General issues

No matters were brought forward for discussion.

873
The Gravel Hole – an update on progress (if available)
Clerk to email resident to request an update on progress. 

874
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
Confirmation of ICO renewal; Covid support groups; Government guidance on Remembrance Sunday events; SALC AGM date; High Sheriff of Shropshire Outstanding Young Person Awards; Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire 2021 Garden Party; NALC coronavirus update; Annual grant thank you letters;  

All noted.  

875
Housekeeping 

(a)
Planning enforcement protocol for consideration

Councillors agreed that the guidance and protocol would be useful.  Cllr Ward proposed adopting the guidance and protocol, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed.  It was confirmed that in future all planning enforcement issues would be considered in closed session at the end of meetings.  Councillors to advise the Clerk in advance of any matters to be raised so that the session can be advertised on the agenda. 

876
Parish Matters/Items for the December Agenda
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 7:56pm. 
	1
	ERPC MEETING 09/11/20



