


 Chairman:		Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr T Richardson; 	Cllr J Baker; 
			Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr G Dyke; 
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 17th April 2023 at
Criftins Parish Hall

59/23	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Swanston and Ward which were duly accepted by the Council. 
7: 36 pm start 

60/23	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
One applicant attended the meeting with a view to co-option.  Mr Penrose gave an overview of his background and why he wished to join the Parish Council.  
Cllr Davenport proposed Mr Penrose be co-opted to the Council, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed Resolved.  Declaration of acceptance of office form was duly signed and the dpi form given for completion and return to Shropshire Council.

61/23	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
No declarations were received.

62/23	Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th March 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2023.  Cllr Dyke proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

63/23	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised.

64/23	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
Nothing to report

65/23	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
No matters were reported.

66/23	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th March 2022
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the approved Minutes from the Planning Committee Meeting held on 13th March 2023, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 

67/23	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns; Feedback from Cllr site visit with Eon; Dudleston Heath Shropshire Council 30mph lighting scheme update; Scottish Power cable relocations; Review of inventory and current charges
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the upgrade quote from Eon for four street lights at a cost of £5127, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to commission. 


68/23	Playground  - To receive Cllr inspection report
Cllr Egerton reported the equipment to be in good order. The replacement path has been done very well.   Cllr Egerton raised concerns about the space at the back of the  playground between the playground fence and the field fence.  Cllr Egerton queried ownership of this area and asked if the Parish Coucnil should move the fence back to the field fence.  There are signs of a bonfire and overgrown vegetation has recently been cut back.  Cllr Egerton to make local enquires and obtain a quote to move the fence. Cllr Dyke will obtain two further quotes. Clerk to check the land registry deeds for confirmation of ownership.  Quotes will include moving the fence, levelling the ground and re turfing. 

69/23	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
A pothole was reported past the shop on the road by Brynore Hall.
Concerns were raised about the lack of parking provision at the School, the back of which is now very muddy. To contact Shropshire Council to request if the sides of the road could be stoned to increase parking places and to ensure that there is no breakdown of verges.
Bus shelters – the Clerk was asked to chase Officers following the meetings held to discuss bus stop/shelter provision.  It was noted that the bus shelter on the B5068 out of Dudleston Heath village to St Martins is in need of tidyingup.  Cllrs Dyke and Egerton to obtain quotes. Councillors agreed to instruct the work if under £500. Councillors further agreed that before any new shelter can be purchased clarification will be required from Shropshire Council that the bus stop will be staying. 

b	Dudleston		
It was reported that the bridge by Shellbrook Cottage on main road through to Sodylt still has temporary lights on it. This falls under Wrexham Council’s jurisdiction. The second bridge at Pant Lane along from Shellbrook Cottage has had bricks taken out – Cllr Evans to report via fix my street. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Davenport to take forward the drainage issues raised by Cllr Swanston. 
Airband – Councilors discussed the recent provision of new poles. Permission was given via OfCom and Shropshire Council.  It was noted that there had been very little community engagement apart from attending a Parish Council Meeting. The Parish Council has received complaints from residents about the positioning of poles.  Cllr Evans has complained to Connecting Shropshire.  To be taken forward.   

d	Lee				
A complaint has been received regarding the movement of slurry between 25-28 March taking waste to the biomass in Hordley.  The Clerk was asked to write to the farm owner to raise complaints.  – 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Village hall car park light reported again as not working. Action: Clerk to chase light being fixed.

f	General issues 
Nothing raised

g	Community policing  
No reports have been received. Clerk to request report and attendance at a meeting. 
 		
h	Footpaths
No matters were raised 
		
i	Bus stops- covered under previous item
 
j	Severn Trent – covered (Tetchill drainage issues to be taken forward by Cllr Davenport)
		
k 	VAS units 
A pole installed for a VAS unit in Tetchill has been put onto land under private ownership without permission. The landowner is amenable to have the unit in place however the necessary paperwork needs to be sent out by Shropshire Council to obtain written permission. Clerk to take forward. 

l 	Damaged verges - covered

70/23	The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
The signed paperwork was returned to the Solicitor. Awaiting update. 

71/23	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts – received.	
b	Meeting feedback – new clerk in place 
Cllr Dyke reported that the cemetery is approaching capacity and the CWG will have to refuse any new burials. There is no land currently available for an extension.  Possible compulsory purchase order official channels could be pursued – however Councillors queired if the land in question would be suitable under new regulations. The official cemetery body will be coming in to look at the cemetery and make recommendations and to state officially that the cemetery is full.  A public meeting will be held to advertise that the cemetery is full as and when that happens. Burials have increased significantly over the last 2 years.  Shropshire Council responded that burials will need to go to Oswestry or Wem in the absence of additional land becoming available.  Various patches of land have been investigated and some surveyed.  Berwyn View was considered as an alternative.  Discussions need to be had regarding the ongoing maintenance of the cemetery going forward once it has been closed. It was agreed that the CWG need to get the official report and hold a public meeting done before any further action can be taken.   

72/23	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting minute/agendas; Complaint received regarding Airband pole installations; Letter from Shropshire Sailing Club;
Councillors reviewed the Minutes from the Meeting at which Airband gave a presentation regarding its plans to install  new capacity in the parish. Councillors discussed the presentation given by Airband at that Meeting.  Councillors recalled that the company intended to utilise existing infrastructure where possible but that the company had informed them that it may be necessary to install new poles in some areas.  
Place plan online meeting -The Clerk has has requested copies of the slides or recording of the Meeting for Councillors unable to attend. 
Boundary review – a change in boundary proposal has been put forward for consideration by the labour party to the boundary commission. It would like St Martins to be an area on its own. If this goes ahead then two Ellesmere area wards should go to the Meres.

73/23	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
All very positive feedback.  

b	Defibrillators – Circuit updates/Guardians
Criftins Hall defibrillator: Cllr Egerton will take over the guardianship for 3 months.

c	Health care provision in Ellesmere 
It was reported that Ellesmere Town Council are lobbying Shropshire Council’s Health Officer regarding health care provision in the Ellesmere area.  In their publicity ETC has said it will be approaching local parish councils. Action: Clerk to contact ETC. 
Cllr Davenport had a meeting with Cllr Elner. They have started a conversation with the NHS and Shropshire Council to join with St Martins to get a new surgery for Ellesmere.  
		
74/23	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern 
Nothing raised.

75/23	Accounts	
signing off bank red gd, jg all agreed.
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the financial reports and bank statements. Cllr Dyke proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation as correct, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Egerton proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Eon – revised quote for consideration (lantern replacement) – considered under item 9

d	Approval of annual grant payments for the Annual Parish Meeting
Cllr Egerton proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	Coronation – to enable Councillors to consider purchasing a commemorative tree
Cllr Egerton proposed a £500 budget for a commemorative tree to be planted at the Gravel Hole in October with the provision of an iron tree guard and plaque.  Cllr Baker recommended getting the Dingle to plant it.  Cllr Gargiulo seconded the proposal, all agreed. Resolved.  
An enquiry was received from a resident to mow the Gravel Hole. Councillors agreed that a path only should be mown through it.

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/03/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/04/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC
£96.73Employee
£169.28

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/04/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£333.79
	2430
	LGA 1972 s112

	27/03/23
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2431
	LGA1972 s111

	23/03/23
	HCI Data
	Domain name renewal invoice (if received)
	£102.00
	2432
	LGA1972 s111

	17/04/23
	Employee
	Expenses
	£124.35
	2433
	LGA1972 s111

	17/04/23
	Criftins PCC
	Grant
	£500
	2434
	LGA1972 s137

	17/04/23
	Dudleston Pcc
	Grant
	£500
	2435
	LGA1972 s137

	17/04/23
	Welsh Frankton PCC
	Grant
	£500
	2436
	LGA1972 s137

	17/04/23
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Grant
	£500
	2437
	LG Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	17/04/23
	WF Village Hall
	Grant
	£500
	2438
	LG Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	17/04/23
	Criftins Pcc Newsletter
	Grant
	£200
	2439
	LGA1972 s137

	17/04/23
	Bethphage (Library)
	Grant
	£200
	2440
	LGA1972 s137

	17/04/23
	Bethphage (Day care centre)
	Grant
	£200
	2441
	LGA1972 s137

	17/04/23
	Perry’s Garden Mainetnance
	Path laying at playground
	£1300
	2442
	Open spaces Act 1906ss 9&10, PHA 1875 s164



f	Approval of invoice for relaying the playground path
Cllr Evans proposed payment, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

 76/23	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 
There being no further business for discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:06pm.  The next meeting will be held on Monday 15th May. 





