


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr R Swanston; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr K Egerton
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr B Evans
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 14th July 2025 At Welsh Frankton Village Hall

492	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:26pm.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Waller-Davies, Davenport and Ward. Unitary Cllr Rowley sent apologies. 
A resident expressed concern over the volume of traffic now using the B5069 in comparison with 30 years ago, as it is becoming increasingly dangerous particularly near the junction with the A528 near Overton. She would like to see the speed limit decreased from 60mph.  There are no footways along this route for pedestrians who are finding it difficult to walk along.

493	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

494	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th June 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Richardson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

495	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

496	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings attended. 

497	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing St Martins Division are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Unitary Cllr Evans reported that Shropshire Council intends to have a new approach to partnership with Town and Parish Councils and has sent out a survey for feedback.
A site meeting will be held with Cllr Gargiulo to discuss ongoing drainage issues on Greenhill Bank.  
He reported that he has liaised with Lakeside regarding further bus trips between Tetchill and Ellesmere which they could do for £55 per journey, reduced from £60.  The Council requested that he pursues funding for the service from Shropshire Council on their behalf – this had been put forward during the previous administration’s tenure but not secured.  

498	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 9th June 2025
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting. Cllr Egerton proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

499	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
The Clerk reported that she had obtained a quote to change the street lights in Tetchill over to night dimming. The cost would be £2325.12 . The Councillors discussed the placement of the lights, which is mostly to illuminate junctions and corners.  The lights provide a level of security in the village and aid walking after dark.  Overall, the Councillors agreed that the benefits of the lighting outweigh the negatives.  Cllr Swanston proposed not altering the lights, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

500	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly/annual inspection reports
The Councillors noted the latest report which has returned low/very low risks. The annual inspection report is due shortly. 

501	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Gargiulo noted that the verges have been cut.  Three potholes have been filled. 

b	Dudleston		
The Councillors raised the speed limit on the B5069 as raised in the public session. They noted that they have tried on previous occasions to have limits reduced on other roads and have been unsuccessful.  
A request for a new notice board was made. To be included on the agenda for September. 
The Councillors asked Unitary Cllr B Evans to request average speed checks to be carried out on the St Martins to Sodylt Bank road.
Recent pothole filling was noted. 

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported potholes have been repaired from the canal bridge to the Oswestry Rod.  An unsuitable for heavy vehicles sign is down.  To report via FixMyStreet. 

d	Lee				
The new notice board has been installed. Cllr Swanston to name mark it. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Nothing to report. 

g	Criftins School 			
The School is now officially part of the Marches Academy. The Nursery is full but there are places available in Reception.  Around £700 was raised at the recent School BBQ.

h	Community policing
The recent newsletter was noted. The policing charter is to be updated less frequently now.  
The Police recently attended the Hall due to reports of children on the roof and building dens under the solar panels.  

i	Footpaths					
No update. 



502	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs
No update.
Quotes are being obtained for September’s meeting for tree work. 

503	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Councillors noted receipt of June’s accounts. 

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
The next meeting has been scheduled for the end of the month. Cllr Gargiulo to be added to the distribution list if not already included. Cllr Jackson should already have been included. 

504	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion 
No matters were raised for discussion.  The request from Bethphage was noted. To send a funding request form for completion. 

505	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson gave positive feedback. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required
All are in good working order. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
Cllr Swanston reported that she has made contact with Hordley PC and will be liaising with them over riparian ownership of land bordering the Brook out to the Perry. 

d	Banking – update
The Clerk reported on ongoing issues with the current bank. Cllr Evans proposed moving the accounts to a new bank, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to apply. 

e	Vacancies
The Clerk reported that she has received emails from two people interested however has not received any completed application forms to date. 
		
506	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No matters were raised. 

b	Road Closure notifications: to acknowledge 
Noted. 

c	VAS - update on installation
The Clerk reported that she is still chasing for the provision of one VAS unit paid for in 2021 from TWM which has now been closed. Failing receipt of goods, she is asking for a refund. If the matter has not been resolved by the end of July, Cllr Evans proposed instructing a Solicitor to act on the Parish Council’s behalf, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 



d	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on funding application/update on bus stop allocations/update on Tetchill service
Unitary Cllr B Evans was asked to follow up with Highways on the planned upgrade works to current bus stop provision in Dudleston Heath. 

e	Spunhill Crossroads – update for discussion
No update. 

507	Accounts	
a	Bank Reconciliation for approval
Cllr Evans proposed approving the reconciliation to 1/5/25, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk reported that one of the statements to 1st June 2025 did not arrive so she has been unable to update the accounts.  

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Evans proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
No update has been received from Shropshire Council.

d	To discuss/agree appointing a Solicitor to seek legal recourse for VAS expenditure/VAS unit from TWM following the company’s closure 
Covered under previous item. 

e	External audit update – confirmation of receipt of Annual Return
Receipt of the Annual Return has been acknowledged. 

f	Grant funding request from Criftins Tennis Club
The Councillors considered the request for funding of £25k.  The Councillors discussed the Club’s set up and agreed that the Parish Council cannot provide funding for a club which requires paid membership. If the Club can be made open to the public then funding would be considered. Clerk to provide details from Tilstock Bowling and Tennis Club which is able to receive funding as it is open to the community. 

g	Repayment of salary standing order overpayment April-June
Cllr Egerton proposed closing the meeting to the public in order to discuss a confidential matter, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed,  in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
The Clerk notified Councillors that the salary Standing Order is incorrect due to lack of online banking access. The overpayment amount will be refunded.
Cllr Egerton proposed resuming the open meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 


	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£1234.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/07/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£47.18employer
£62.91employee
£110.09 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/07/25
	WF Village Hall
	Room Hire
	£25.00
	2581
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/07/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/07/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	30/06/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2583
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	30/04/25
	Lakeside Coaches
	Bus service
	£150.00
	2582
	Transport Act 1985 106A




508	Items for the next agenda (8th September 2025)
As included in the Minutes. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declaredthe meeting closed at 8:52pm.











