
ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr K Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; Cllr G Dyke
		Cllr J Baker, Cllr R Swanston
Unitary Cllrs:	Cllr B Williams
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 10th February 2025 At Criftins Parish Hall

401	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:21pm welcoming everyone present. Two members of the public attended the Meeting representing the Parish Councils of Weston Rhyn and St Martins.  They requested support from Ellesmere Rural Parish Council in supporting their request to have the names of all three parishes represented in the name for the new electoral division being created which will include all three of those areas.  

402	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

403	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th January 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting. 
Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

404	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

405	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
Cllr Gargiulo gave a report from the last NSAC meeting at which a Rural Crime Officer gave advice and a representative from RAF Shawbury gave an update on helicopter training in the County. 

406	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Ward gave an explanation as to why the Electoral Commission has changed the electoral boundary for the area and why it is a two member seat. 

407	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th January 2025
Cllr Ward proposed accepting the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved.

408	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
No matters of concern were raised. 

409	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection reports
The Councillors discussed the first monthly operational inspection report received.  Cllr Egerton reported that she had visited and removed the dog waste. Of further concern was a large amount of broken glass found all over the slide and surrounding area.  This has been removed. Councillors agreed that this should be mentioned on the Facebook page.  
Quotes for the annual maintenance contract are to be obtained for the March meeting. The current schedule was discussed and a need to advertise when spraying is done. 

410	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Potholes by the School and in Eastwick Lane are to be reported via FixMyStreet. 
Fly tipping in the Eastwick Lane lay-by was reported. 

b	Dudleston		
Flooding by the Church is still an issue. 
Cllr Ward reported that there are traffic lights by the Trotting Mare. Councillors agreed that rapid removal of lights following works should be mandatory.  Cllr Ward to monitor work and removal of apparatus.

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston reported complaints received about a large pothole on the Hordley road which is in a terrible state.  She continues to receive complaints about the Tetchill Road and the amount of traffic using is.  Any new passing places could only realistically come in conjunction with developers.  

d	Lee				
Cllr Dyke reported that the Lee notice board will be attended to upon the completion of the Welsh Frankton board.  He will obtain a quote for the Dudleston Heath board repairs next.  
The flood on the road from Lee to Tetchill has been reported.  Cllr Davenport has requested that Shropshire Council installs a drain.  Cllr Swanston queried numbers using the bus route. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Nothing to report.

f	Criftins School 			
Cllr Gargiulo presented a copy of the latest newsletter.  The acadamisation is now likely to take place in May.

g	Community policing		
The Clerk reported that PC Antony Evans is the new local police officer.  He has expressed interest in attending a meeting in due course.  

h	Footpaths			
Nothing to report. 

i	Bus stops		
The Clerk has contacted the Highways Engineer for an update. No update has been received. 

411	The Gravel Hole – Report from Working Party
A meeting of the working party has been scheduled for Thursday. 

412	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 


b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
Nothing to report. 

c	Cemetery regulations
The Council’s representatives on the CWG confirmed that regulations have been updated. 

413	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion: to inc proposal to request new division name following electoral boundary change; Fly tipping info; Avian Flu alert; Vyrnwy Frankton consultation; NSAC minutes; Garden Party
The Councillors agreed that the three parishes involved in the new electoral boundary should have equal mention in the name ie Weston Rhyn, Ellesmere Rural and St Martins for residents’ clarity.  Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Ward, proposed supporting a new electoral area name, all agreed, resolved. 
Cllr Evans was proposed as a nominee for the Buckingham Palace Garden Party, proposed by Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Councillors discussed a recent consultation from Shropshire Council regarding a proposed road name for a new development in Dudleston Heath. As the proposal was ‘Egerton’ which is not only the name of a Parish Council, but also a local business, the Councillors agreed that this would not be appropriate and asked the Clerk to request another choice. 

414	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported positively from the Facebook page. 

b	Defibrillators – update following annual checks
All units are in good order.  

c	Tetchill Brook mapping – update on progress
Cllr Swanston gave an update providing photographs of various sections of the Brook from Ellesmere to Tetchill.  She is undertaking an assessment of what is going into the Brook at various points. So far it would appear that some sections are better maintained than others, in particular where the Ellesmere Road crosses the Brook in Tetchill. Riparian responsibilities should ensure that all sections are kept clear.  Councillors discussed delivery of ownership responsibilities. The EA has still to measure the depth of the Brook.  All of the mapping is now complete.  The Tetchill Brook needs to be addressed before moving on to look at the Newnes Brook. Councillors agreed to liaise with Hordley PC to take this forward. The Councillors thanked Cllr Swanston. 

d	Play equipment inspection policy – to review/adopt
Cllr Egerton proposed adopting the updated policy as circulated by the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	Casual Vacancy
To take forward to the elections in May. 

f	Gov.uk email addresses update
The Clerk confirmed that these have now been set up and the direct debit is in place. She is awaiting instructions on how to link the new addresses to the Councillors inboxes.




415	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
The Clerk confirmed that Highways have scheduled work to the Spunhill crossroads in the Spring. 

b	Road Closure notifications
Nothing to report.

c	Sign cleaning – update
No update.

d	VAS – to discuss site location for unit - update
The Clerk and Cllr Davenport reported progress on the installation of an illuminated sign for Caegoody Lane from the B5068.  No date has been given for installation yet but Shropshire Council seem now to be on board with the installation and are liaising with the sign company.  To take forward. 

e	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on funding application
Cllr Swanston asked for uptake figures. 

f	Spunhill Crossroads – update for discussion
Works scheduled to take place in the Spring. 
416	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Reconciliations/Reports & Statements for approval
The Clerk advised that as she has not received the statements she has not been able to update the accounts. This will be done and circulated once she has received them. She has emailed the bank’s CEO in an effort to resolve the access issue. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all payments for approval, seconded by  Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
No update from Shropshire Council’s Dog Warden. 

d	Domain name email addresses – update
Update given under 14f.  

e	Grounds maintenance quote
The Clerk has requested a quote.  The Contractor was due to send it last week.  Action: Clerk to chase.  Two further quotes to be obtained. 

f	Dudleston Heath notice board refurbishment quote
Covered under previous item. 	






	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/01/25
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/02/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	17/12/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	Online 
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/02/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111




417	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda (10th March 2025)
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8:38pm.
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