

ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Acting Chairman:	Cllr G Dyke
Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr I Ward; Cllr K Egerton; 
			Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr J Baker; Cllr T Richardson
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held on 9th October 2023 
At Criftins Parish Hall

155	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
Cllr Evans sent his apologies for this Meeting. In his absence Cllr Dyke was proposed to Chair the Meeting, proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
No members of the public attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllrs Evans and Penrose. Unitary Cllr B Williams also sent apologies. 

156	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
No applications have been received. 

157	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
No declarations or requests were received. 

158	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th September 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Swanston proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Baker,    all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

159	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

160	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings had been attended. 

161	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Davenport gave an update on the Boundary Commission’s report and its impact on the Parish. The entirety of Ellesmere Rural Parish will fall under St Martins electoral division rather than being divided into two as it is now between St Martins and The Meres.

162	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th September 2023
Cllr Baker proposed accepting the approved Minutes of the last meeting, seconded by  Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

163	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns; 
The Clerk has requested the upgraded lighting details from Eon so that the energy inventory can be updated.  




164	Playground  - Inspection report; Fencing quotes for consideration
The Clerk has liaised with the grounds maintenance contractor about the weeds as requested. 

165	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Potholes reported previously but still outstanding for repairs were discussed.  Councillors to report via FixMyStreet.   Overgrown hedges were discussed. One is in hand by Shropshire Council, the other is to be reported for attention. 
Overgrown vegetation was reported again as a safety hazard between Elson and Ellesmere. Previous responses from FixMyStreet indicated work has been done. It has not. Action: Clerk to report again.
It was noted that the footway between the Hall and the Church has been cleared. 
Speeding traffic reported by the School. A police presence was requested. 

b	Dudleston		
The recent bridge repairs have been noted.  Shellbrook Bridge needs repairing asap (Church Lane/Kilhendre Drive junction near Pant Lane). Shropshire Council signage has been put around it but no obvious signs of any repairs being made.  Action: Clerk to report.

c	 Tetchill
The white lining remarking is due to take place this week.  
The Environment Agency needs to be pushed to clear out Tetchill Brook.  Action: Clerk to report again.
VAS units: The Clerk reported that permission still appears to be outstanding for one unit which was being dealt with by Shropshire Council.  The units were purchased 22 months ago and ERPC has been unable to install them due to a series of holdups by Shropshire Council. Action: Clerk and Cllr Swanston to check with Shropshire Council.
Cllr Swanston reported online complaints regarding road closures out of ERPC’s area.  

d	Lee				
Nothing to report.

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Cllr Davenport suggested checking the footpath. Cllr Baker reported that the P3 Group had done as much as they could do to improve it.  Cllr Davenport to ask them to look at a path in Tetchill. 

f	General issues 
No matters were raised. 

g	Community policing		
To request presence by the School. 

h	Footpaths		
Work required to a footpath bridge on the Welsh border over Shellbrook at the end of Goblindale Wood. Cllr Baker to ask the P3 group to look at the School footpath.

i	Bus stops
It was reported that a consultation notice has been put up in the location proposed for a new bus stop. Cllr Ward to check.




166	The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
The claim is still with the Land Registry. No update. 

167	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Meeting feedback	
Councillors reported that funds will be required soon from ERPC. The Clerk confirmed that she has money earmarked for this purpose.  The cost of burials is set to be increased.  It is currently £420, the cheapest comparison was £500, the most expensive was £1200.

168	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
Review of polling places; SaTH updates; Welshampton & Lyneal Big Green Day; Streetscene grass cutting update; 
Noted. 

169	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Councillors discussed the posting of planning applications and Council responses.  

b	Defibrillators – Battery replacements/new pad requirement for Tetchill
New batteries have been ordered for 5 defibrillators. The units have required software updates. This has been actioned. 

c	Place Plans
The Clerk gave feedback from the Place Plan Officer and requested confirmation for some inclusions. The Councillors reviewed the items and confirmed the entries and those for removal. Action: Clerk to update. 

d	Polices for adoption
Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Ward, proposed the adoption of the following policies:
Business Resilience; Complaints procedure; Co-option policy; Correspondence policy; Model publication scheme; Retention of documents policy; Grant giving policy; ICO model publication scheme; Standing Orders, Press and Media relations policy; Risk assessment; Security Breach policy; Standing orders for the planning committee; Subject access policy; Personnel committee terms of reference; Grievance and complaints procedure; Financial regulations; Planning enforcement guidance; Privacy policies; Code of conduct; 

e	Lamp post poppies
Councillors agreed to display the poppies from the last two weeks of the month. 

f	Remembrance Sunday
Cllr Evans was proposed to lay the wreath on behalf of the Council.  Action: Clerk to inform.
		
170	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern 
No further matters to report. 


b	Tetchill VAS/line marking update
Covered under previous item.

c	Speed checks
Police motorbike checks have been noted in Welsh Frankton.  No checks in Dudleston Heath since before the COVID pandemic.  Councillors queried if the 30mph zone in Dudleston Heath is enforceable as the lighting/sinage does not appear to conform to regulations.
 
171	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk will forward updated reports once the new statements have been received. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Egerton proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 
The Clerk requested approval for a new laptop, software and anti virus software at a cost of £665.56 inc VAT.  Cllr Dyke proposed the order, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Action: Clerk to order. 

c	Website costs – confirmation of direct debit
The Clerk confirmed that this has been set up.

d	ICO renewal payment (DD) 
The Clerk confirmed that the annual payment has been made. 

A request for funding was noted however could not been discussed due to it having arrived post the agenda publication. To take forward to November’s meeting.
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/07/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC
£96.73Employee
£169.28

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/07/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£316.14
	2464
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/09/23
	ICO
	Registration fee
	£35.00
	Dd
	

	20/10/23
	MedUK Group Ltd
	5x defib battery replacements
	£1230.00
	2465
	PHA 1936 s234

	21/09/23
	Eon
	Lighting upgrade
	£6152.40
	2466
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	03/10/23
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room hire
	£20.00
	2467
	LGA 1972 s111




 172	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 13th November 2023
2024/25 budgets
Bowling club funding request 

There being no further business for consideration, Cllr Dyke thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:51pm.
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