

Chairman:		Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr J Baker; Cllr I Ward; 
			Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr J Waller-Davies
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held 12th February 2024 
At Criftins Parish Hall



227	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 8:12pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr Swanston, Cllr S Penrose,  Cllr Richardson and Unitary Cllr B Williams. Eight members of the public attended the Meeting. 
Cllr Evans announced the very sad news of the recent passing of Mr Brendan Wignall who was the longest serving Head of Ellesmere College.  Cllr Evans confirmed that he had sent a card on behalf of the Council. 
Two residents updated the Council regarding the recent flooding issues they have been experiencing. Some progress has been made following a visit from a Shropshire Council Officer.  Cllr Davenport will follow up.  Thanks were conveyed to the Councillors for their assistance. 

228	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
The last vacancy has been filled and the relevant paperwork has been returned. 

229	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations  (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

230	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th January 2024
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th January 2024. Cllr  Waller-Davies  proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr  Dyke, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

231	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

232	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No reports.

233	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
No report.

234	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8th January 2024
Cllr Garguilo proposed accepting the approved Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 8th January 2024, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 


235	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns; 
It was reported that the work to upgrade the lighting scheme through Dudleston Heath is still outstanding.  Action: To chase up with the Street Lighting Dept.

236	Playground  - Inspection report
Cllr Penrose was not present.

237	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Speed checks through the village are required.  Action: To chase previous request for data collection tests.
A hole in the road at the junction of Eastwick Lane/Chapel Lane on B5068 is still outstanding for repair. 
The road sweeper is needed to go around the School route as the roads are very dangerous.  A pothole by the School has been reported but still not fixed.  The road surface is crumbling between Brynore Hall and the bend.  School parking is blocking the road and would prevent emergency services attending.  The speed limit through the village is 60mph which is considered too high.  Cllr Egerton to raise with the School.  
The Clerk was asked to email the Police regarding the policing charter.
It was noted that potholes in Chapel Lane have been marked for repair. 

b	Dudleston		
The Clerk was asked to report potholes on the B5068 near the St Martin’s boundary.  
It was noted that some fly tipping has been cleared.  
The bridge repairs near Kilhendre Hall are outstanding since January.  

c	 Tetchill
Cllr Davenport reported back from a meeting with Lakeside bus company having looked into the possibility of carrying out a trial service into Ellesmere once a week, to include Lee. Cllr Davenport reported that it would costs £60pw for a return service. Cllrs Davenport and Swanston offered to do a leaflet drop locally to advertise the service in advance.  The trial would be for one month.  The Clerk advised that the Council has a power of expenditure to provide a service for the elderly and less able members of the community only.  Lakeside would use a bus with a suitable ramp system on board.  Cllr Ward proposed carrying out the trial, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed.  The service will commence after the Easter school holidays. 

d	Lee				
Cllr Dyke requested a 30mph limit for the village should permission be given for a natural burial site in the village. 
It was noted that there has been no update from Highways concerning proposed improvements to the Spunhill Crossroads. Action: Clerk to follow up. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
The directional sign for Lower Frankton is still in need of repair. Action: Clerk to report again.

f	General issues 
None reported. 

g	Community policing		
The Clerk has requested a newsletter and whether the mobile unit will be visiting a location locally. Items for inclusion on the Policing Charter are thefts and speeding. 

h	Footpaths		
Cllr Egerton proposed a joint nomination of the P3 Group with Ellesmere Town Council to the BBC Radio Shropshire Make a Difference Awards. 
It was reported that the P3 Group and Outdoor Recreation are looking at the Maelor Way. 
Cllr Egerton to attend the Crowdfunding workshop online. 

i	Bus stops
No update. 

238	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
A quote has been received for £380 + £145 per annum emptying fee for a waste bin by the Gravel Hole.  The Officer will look at the site.
The Solicitor has chased the Land Registry. The application is being reviewed and awaits processing.  
Water at the entrance of the area is constantly present. Action: Clerk to report. 
The Councillors discussed jobs which will need to be done once the legal process has been completed.  It was reported that ground nesting birds are moving in. Councillors confirmed their intention to keep a rustic appearance to the area. 

239	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
The Councillors noted receipt. 

b	Meeting feedback (if applicable)	
A rent increase for the Cemetery Lodge has been proposed by Ellesmere Town Council to £575. Cllr Ward proposed approving the increase, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

240	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: Martyn’s Law; Vyrnwy Frankton;  Neighbourhood matters updates; Digital Shropshire; Stepping Stones Species Conf; Winter support service; Leader’s update; NF money allocations; PCC newsletters; Local policing charter; SC Planning enforcement procedure update; 
Councillors discussed an email from a resident complaining that a dropped kerb is causing flooding to a property following the removal of a telephone kiosk.  Action: Cllr Davenport to investigate.  
Cllr Davenport reported that he has visited Caegoody Lane to investigate complaints.  Councillors discussed what could be done to resolve issues. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact TWM regarding the outstanding VAS originally meant for Tetchill to ask if this could be changed for a upcoming bend warning sign with SLOW DOWN, as no other appropriate location can be agreed upon for a fourth sign in Tetchill.  Action: Clerk to ask Highways to assess the proposed location. 




241	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported positive feedback. 

b	Defibrillators – checks and training dates (to be scheduled for March/April)
Training dates have been requested for the Halls and the School.  
New pads have been ordered for the Greyhound site. Another set will be required. 
The Welsh Frankton defibrillator is back in service. 

c	To review biodiversity policy
To take forward. 

d	Tetchill Brook – Meeting update
The Councillors discussed the proposed date and attendees, currently scheduled for 27th February.  The Canal and River Trust will be invited to attend. 
		
242	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
Covered under previous items. 

b	Road Closure:  
The road near the School is due for closure.

c	Sign cleaning – maps/request for quote
A quote has been requested for the whole job which could then be done piecemeal.

d	VAS – to review possible locations for 4th VAS unit
Covered. 

243	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of the spreadsheets and statements. Cllr Egerton proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Waller-Davies, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Ward proposed approving a request to update the salary standing order in line with the increase, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Ward proposed approving all payments, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Bank mandate
The Councillors agreed to update the bank mandate for the reserve account, proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. 

d	Proposal to finance a bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A)
Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Egerton, proposed funding the trial service for one month, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	Official portrait scheme
Cllr Evans proposed that the Clerk applies for a free portrait, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. 



f	Dog waste bin costs (Gravel Hole)
Covered. 

g	Local Council Administration book purchase request
The Councillors approved a request from the Clerk to purchase a new edition which will incur in a percentage charge the region of £37 for the Council.  Cllr Ward proposed approving the request, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/01/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/02/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£407.40
	2482
	LGA 1972 s112

	12/02/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£620.11
	2483
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/02/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2484
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/01/24
	Eon
	Light repair
	£156.10
	2485
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980s301

	06/02/24
	NIH PC 
	% share of printer ink
	£176.79
	2486
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/02/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£140.20
	2487
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/02/24
	Employee
	Salary adj x 2 months
	£63.26
	2488
	LGA 1972 s112




The Clerk informed the Council that she has submitted a VAT reclaim of £2136.51.


 244	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 11th March 2024
With no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:28pm. 
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