


Chairman:		Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr G Dyke
			Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr J Waller-Davies
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr S Davenport; 
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held on 11th December 2023 
At Criftins Parish Hall

191	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:16pm, welcoming everyone present. There were three members of the public in attendance.  Apologies were received, and duly accepted, from Cllr I Ward, Cllr S Penrose and Unitary Cllr B Williams.
Members of the public attended to report severe flooding/drainage problems due to a collapsing culvert and drain.  A large pothole has been obscured due to flooding which has been causing damage to vehicles.  Severn Trent has tried to investigate the leak however its efforts are hampered by the flooding. Cllr Davenport is investigating this matter and will take it forward.
Reports of the Tetchill Brook backing up issues were discussed.  Cllr Davenport will carry out a site visit.  It was reported that Severn Trent will be undertaking work locally in March at the Vicarage junction to Brynore.    

192	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
Councillors welcomed the candidate to the Meeting, thanked him for his application and invited him to give a brief precis about himself.  Cllr Evans proposed that Mr J Waller-Davies be co-opted to join the Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Cllr Waller-Davies completed the Acceptance of Office form as required.  The Councillors welcomed him to the Council. 

193	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations  (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

194	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th November 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting. Cllr Richardson requested that a reference to himself be removed from the Minutes.  Councillors were all in favour of this amendment and on this basis Cllr Evans proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

195	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised for discussion.

196	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
It was reported that the Licensing Service for the new Vicar had been very well attended.

197	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Davenport reported that there are countywide problems with flooding and potholes requiring attention.  Shropshire Council’s finances continue to be put under pressure from Adult & Child Social Care costs which takes c80-85% of the annual budget.  £41m of savings have been made out of the needed £51m so far.  The number of children in care has increased from 390 to 580, costing an average of £8k per week.  Figures have risen significantly since COVID.

198	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th November 2023
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the approved Minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

199	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns; 
Cllr Davenport reported the light in the Welsh Frankton Hall car park as still being out. The Clerk will chase up Eon to look at it again. 
The last light in the LED upgrade in Dudleston Heath was reported as now being fully functional.

200	Playground  - Inspection report
Cllr Penrose was not present to give a report. 

201	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath	
A 20mph zone will be installed outside the School.  Flooding was reported at Eastwick.  Cllr Davenport has visited the site twice since November’s meeting.  The pipe is not blocked but it cannot cope with the capacity – a larger pipe is needed.  The landowner is willing to allow access to do the work.  
Elson-Caegoody Lane – the hedge still needs cutting back and the footway clearing despite responses on FixMyStreet that no work is required.  Action: Clerk to follow up again.  

b	Dudleston		
A tree root is causing flooding issues outside Pit Farm. The drain needs clearing.  
It was reported that the Shellbrook Hill sign has finally been fixed.
Councillors discussed the need for additional grit boxes around the parish. Councillors to provide the Clerk with suggested locations in order for her to source quotes/permission.

c	 Tetchill
A grit bin in the village has solid salt inside. Clrl Swanston to report.  An additional grit bin would be useful – Cllr Swanston to provide location details. 
There is a continuous flood on the Ellesmere Road/Lower School entrance.  This has been reported a number of times.  
Councillors discussed the Tetchill Brook issues. The Perry was lowered in 1976 and a lot of land was reclaimed as a result.  It is now silted up and overgrown which is causing the flooding issues.  Councillors discussed the potential problems landowners could face if prosecuted by the EA.  The EA was asked to establish ownership of several pieces of land in order to enforce riparian responsibilities in February. This has not been done.  This matter should be taken forward by the EA.  A meeting was proposed between the Parish Council, Town Council, EA, Cricket Club, Barns, Severn Trent. To take forward. 

d	Lee				
Flooding due to field run off reported in Lee.  No drains are along this particular stretch of road.  Cllr Dyke reported that six gullies have been cleared elsewhere locally to get the water flowing. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
An email response to the query regarding progress of the purchasing of conferencing equipment and the installation of wifi with the grant money given by ERPC has been received. Action: Clerk to request a more comprehensive response. 


f	General issues 
Nothing raised. 

g	Community policing		
No updates have been received. 

h	Footpaths		
It was reported that the P3 group has now finished its activities until the Spring and better weather. 

i	Bus stops
No progress to report. 
Cllr Davenport will contact Lakeside to investigate whether Tetchill could be included on one of their pickup routes. 

202	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
No update – claim still with the Land Registry.

203	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Councillors noted receipt. 

b	Meeting feedback	
CWG members gave an update from the last meeting.  A piece of land has been offered verbally for a possible cemetery extension however nothing has been given in writing. The price being suggested is 3-4 times higher than agricultural prices.  A firm figure and offer is needed for this to be progressed. 

204	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
Emergency planning event; SALC bulletins; SATH updates; School 20mph zones update; RBL wreath receipt; 
Biodiversity policy – Cllrs noted requirement to adopt a policy. The Clerk has circulated a model policy template for information. The Councillors agreed to adopt a policy at the January meeting. 

A request has been received for the Councillors details for the parish magazine. Clerk recommended that Councillors do not use private email accounts for Parish Council business. Cllr Jackson proposed that new email addresses be set up, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

205	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported positively.  Some recent issues have been dealt with swiftly.

b	Defibrillators – checks and training dates
Councillors agreed to hold more training sessions in the Spring for Criftins and Welsh Frankton Halls. Cllr Egerton to check to see if the School wish to hold one. 

c	Place Plans 
The Clerk reported that the updated plans are not yet available to view on the Shropshire Council portal.  



d	Internal Audit – interim report
Cllr Evans proposed acceptance of receipt of the interim report, seconded by Clrl Egerton, all agreed. 
		
206	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
An emailed expressing concerns about Caegoody Lane was noted. Councillors agreed that appropriate signage is in place. 

b	Update on flooding issues reported in December
Covered. 
 
207	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Cllr Egerton proposed approving the accounting reports circulated, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
A payment of £3333.50 has been requested by the Cemetery Working Group which was duly approved by Councillors having been proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Swanston. All agreed.  
Cllr Gargiulo proposed all invoices and payments for approval, including that for the CWG, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed.

c	2024-25 Budget for consideration 
Councillors discussed the proposed budget. The EMG was discussed. Further sign cleaning was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Clerk to source the quote. Cllr Evans to provide map to demarcate the proposed area to be covered. 
An allocation for maintenance of the Gravel Hole was agreed. 
To take forward to January’s meeting for further discussion once the precept figures have been received from Shropshire Council. 

d	CWG request for funds  - covered under item a).
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/11/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£tbc
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£220.00
	2474
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/12/23
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2475
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/12/23
	CWG
	Maintenance
	£3333.50
	2476
	Open Spaces Act 1906

	11/12/23
	Lingen Davies appeal
	Donation
	£50.00
	2475
	Chairman’s allowance




A donation to the Lingen Davies appeal was proposed by the Chairman to be taken from the Chairman’s expenses, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. 

 208	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 8th January 2024
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9:05pm wishing everyone a very happy Christmas. 
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