ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:		Cllr S Evans
Councillors:		Cllr S Jackson; Cllr R Swanston; 
			Cllr S Penrose; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr J Baker
Unitary Cllrs:		Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Ordinary Council Meeting held on 11th September 2023 
At Criftins Parish Hall


137	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:27pm. Apologies were received from Cllr Egerton, Cllr Ward, Cllr Dyke and Cllr Richardson. No members of the public attended the Meeting. 

138	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update
No applications have been received. 

139	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations  (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations or requests were received. 

140	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th July 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Swanston proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo     all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

141	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters are raised.

142	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings have been attended.

143	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Williams reported that Shropshire Council is endeavouring to save £50m.  So far 2/3 has been saved.  An overview was given of the process involved should a council be declared bankrupt.

144	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 10th July 2023
Cllr Swanston proposed accepting the approved minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

145	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns; Feedback from Cllr site visit with Eon; Dudleston Heath Shropshire Council 30mph lighting scheme update; Scottish Power cable relocations; Review of inventory and current charges
Following the recent upgrades to x4 lights in Dudleston Heath, the invoice is as yet outstanding. The inventory will require updating. 




146	Playground  - Inspection report; Fencing quotes for consideration
The Clerk was asked to request the weeds at the playground be attended to.  
Fencing quotes to be taken forward. 

147	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Potholes were reported between the School and the Gravel Hole; at the Old Shop by the junction and Brynore Hall, the Church and Vicarage junction. Cllr Davenport to report.
It was noted that various signs which have been reported for attention have not be fixed despite the reports being submitted a couple of years ago. To chase.
Bridge repairs resulting in long diversion routes were reported.  Road closure signs are in place however no work visibly being undertaken. 

b	Dudleston		
Some pothole repairs were reported. 

c	 Tetchill
New signs to notify of the bends in the road have been ordered by Winston Farm through Highways.  Clerk to write to landowner to convey thanks.  
The white lining works have still not been done.  This has now been rescheduled for October.  The overgrown hedge at Oak House Farm is being dealt with by Shropshire Council.  
Concerns were raised over the Canal and River Trust using a field as a car park. The Clerk was asked to write to request that more visible signage is used to warn road users of cars exiting the field as visibility is very poor in this area. 
The Environment Agency needs to check the levels of Tetchill Brook pumping station and Tetchill.  An in person check is required. 
The paperwork to obtain permission for a VAS unit in Tetchill is still outstanding. Cllr Swanston to liaise. 
Local lead and diesel thefts were reported. 

d	Lee				
No reports

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Cllr Davenport reported the car park light as being out. The Clerk arranged a repair in May. Cllr Davenport to check the light again.
Cllr Davenport to attend a webinar regarding new overhead power lines.

f	General issues 
Nothing raised. 

g	Community policing		
The local force has suggested a monthly Teams meeting. Councillors asked the Clerk to request monthly reports prior to the meeting, the Council could then respond after each meeting. 

h	Footpaths		
The P3 Group has been working locally. Councillors were delighted with the results.  Shropshire Council have cut a path through near the school and have put hard core down. The P3 Group will strim twice a year. 

i	Bus stops
No progress to report.

j	VAS units			
Covered.

148	The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
No recent update available – the matter is still with the Land Registry.

149	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Acknowledged. 

b	Meeting feedback	
The Clerk has queried the new regulations voted on and accepted by the Town Council as she has not been sent a copy.  Going forward only people from the Town and Rural area will be able to be buried at the Cemetery apart from double grave internments and ashes.

150	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
Neighbourhood matters updates; PCC update; D Day celebrations; Fix my street updates; Airband webinar invitation; PCC newsletter; WARP It; P3 Group update; Teams meeting proposal received from WM Police; 
The Airband webinar was noted. 

151	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported good feedback. 

b	Defibrillators – inspection reports/to report any concerns or issues
All inspections are up to date. 

c	Place Plan updates 
The Clerk reported that she has heard nothing from the Place Plan Officer. Updates were submitted prior to the August deadline however the Clerk has not been able to view any revised plans online as yet.  
		
152	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern 
Covered under ward matters. 
Cllr Penrose left the Meeting at 8:16pm.

b	Spunhill crossroads road site meeting – to enable Cllrs to discuss the meeting and email received from Welshampton & Lyneal PC;
Councillors gave feedback from the site meeting held with Shropshire Council, the Police, and W&L PC. Plans for improvements are to be drawn up by Highways. The crossroads is viewed as an accident blackspot by the Police. 
An email from W&L PC was noted requesting support for a proposal to request double white lines along the A528 from Ellesmere to Shrewsbury. The Councillors agreed that they would fully support a markings review.  For ERPC, adequate safety measures at Spunhill remain the priority.  




153	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of the finance reports and statements. No queries were raised. Cllr Swanston proposed signing the reconciliation as accurate/approved, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. The Chairman signed the report.  The Clerk reported that she has submitted a mid year VAT reclaim for £630.38.

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Swanston proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. 

c	Website costs – to advise of new charging structure 
A new charging structure proposed by the website provider was noted. Councillors agreed to take out silver level subscription in order to maintain the planning tracker. Cllr Evans proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. It will cost c£23 per month. The Clerk will investigate ensuring that the site is ‘secure’. 

d	Internal Audit tender for 2023-24
Cllr Evans proposed accepting the quote from SDH Accounts, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

e	External Audit – update
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/08/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/09/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC
£96.73Employee
£169.28

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/09/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£333.79
	2459
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/09/23
	Criftins Hall
	Room Hire
	£40.00
	2460
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/09/23
	Criftins Hall
	Room Hire
	£20.00
	2461
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/09/23
	Criftins Hall
	Room Hire
	£32.50
	2462
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/09/23
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	External Audit
	£378.00
	2463
	LGA 1972 s111


The conclusion of audit notice has been received and displayed. The External Auditor’s certificate has also been received, findings noted and displayed.  Cllr Evans proposed accepting the findings, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 




 154	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda 9th October 2023
Polices for adoption

Cllr Evans gave his apologies for the October meeting.

There being no further business for consideration, Cllr Evans thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:40pm.
2 | ERPC 11/09/23

