ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th December 2019 held at

Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker

Cllrs Present: 
Cllr J Gargiulo, Cllr S Palmer; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Cole; Cllr I 



Walford; Cllr S Evans; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr B Williams; Cllr K Egerton
Clerk:

M Joyce 

750
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the December Meeting of ERPC opening the Meeting at 7:21pm.  

751
Public Question Time 
No  members of the public attended the meeting.  

752
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Cllr Ward sent apologies.         
753
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations were received. 
754
Community Policing: To receive North Shropshire Newsletter and PCC Newsletter
PC Crump attended the Meeting.  He gave an update on local crimes committed in the last month. One recent burglary is being investigated by the CID.  Speed checks continue to be carried out.  The Safer Roads Partnership Team have been asked to monitor Welsh Frankton.  PC Crump highlighted limited resources in terms of time and personnel to regularly attend Council meetings but stressed that they would attend when possible. PC Crump was thanked for attending. 


755
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2019 

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr       Palmer proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr       Dyke, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 
756
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th November 2019 - requiring members’ further attention.
No matters were raised. 

757
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Cole reported that the playground is in good order. Clerk awaiting new signage quote.

758
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
Councillors gave a report from the last Cemetery Working Group Meeting. The Group is currently holding c£50K in reserves.  Accordingly, it has been suggested that the Group needs to deplete some of this capital.   Internment figures from the last four years were considered, taking into account the Town/Rural split.  The Councillors were reminded that the Rural also has 3 other cemeteries in its patch.  The Town Council is keen to keep the CWG arrangement in place as it is working well.  It has been suggested that no maintenance contribution should be paid until reserves are reduced. Councillors agreed that a contingency fund should be kept in place if this happens to cover some reduced costs.  

759
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Both Members were present at the Meeting.  An update was given regarding Shropshire Council’s financial position and the shortfall it may have at year end. In order to avoid this scenario monies are being taken from Department budgets eg c£5m from Highways. Adult social and child costs are escalating. 

760
Planning 
 To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 11/11/19
Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the Minutes of the last Planning Committee Meeting, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 

761
Ward Matters


Dudleston



Large body of water at bottom of Church Hill reported. Cllr Davenport to email list of gullies which have been cleaned out.  

(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
B508 Pigeon's corner/Pentre Coed: the upcoming bend warning sign has been knocked over. Eastwick Lane - near the wood - there is a water pooling issue on the road  - the ditches need attention.  

Gadlas Lodges - dip in road which has been previously reported is apparently as a result of services being installed to the Lodges.  Photos have been emailed previously. Requires inspection by Shropshire Council. 

Animal welfare concerns at a local farm. Shropshire Council and the APHA to be informed. 

Overgrown hedge issues previously reported still remain unresolved. Shropshire Council has written to the owner in addition to the Parish Council .
(c)
Welsh Frankton


Junct of Frankton Lane and A495 - pothole in road needs attention please.  
Concerns are still being raised about the new development in Welsh Frankton as there are no road markings to indicate the entrance, no lights and no junction signs.  To raise again with Highways. 

(d)
Lee
No matters raised. 


(e) Tetchill




Flooding and large pothole at Coachman’s Bridge have both been reported.  Damaged verges to be inspected.  May be able to undertake some repairs in the Spring. 

(f)
General issues
None.

(g)
Canal tow paths
No update.
762
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Bank reconciliation information circulated.  Figures were checked for accuracy against the bank statements and approved as correct. Clerk was asked to keep the last joint energy bill on hold until lighting MPAN/inventory issues are resolved. Refer to Shropshire Council’s Lighting Team.  

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Street lighting upgrade invoices received from Eon. The Clerk presented all invoices due for payment which were duly proposed by Cllr Walford, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 

(c)
Budget – to enable Councillors to consider the budget for 2020-21
The budget will be taken forward to January for final approval. The Clerk was asked to factor in the costs of Vehicle Activated Signs, Cemetery maintenance costs and for the Halls from the Neighbourhood Fund money (c£15k per Hall). 

(d)
Grant funding request – Cllrs Davenport, Egerton and Baker declared interest as they are Trustees of the Hall. 
Criftins Parish Hall
Councillors reviewed the request received for £17,556.42 in November for grant funding to assist with the installation of glass automatic doors to enable disabled access.  To check the Place Plans to ensure this expenditure would be covered by NF monies.  
Welsh Frankton Village Hall

Request received for a grant of £22,000.   A formal application will need to be received with full costings and evidence of any other funding sources being investigated.  
Action: to review Place Plans and take forward both applications to January.  
(e)
Sign cleaning quote with view to applying for a EMG
Quotation not available.  To draw up a quote for all local signage would be a huge undertaking. Cllr Dyke to request quote for Lee and Tetchill as an example.  

(f)
VAS quotations: The Clerk presented two quotes for VAS to include speed data collection suite.  Solar panels would be required for one sign.  The Clerk will ask Highways to review for location suggestions and approve the installation in order to get support from the police for the proposals.  This must be achieved before a grant can be applied for from the PCC.  A sign with a SLOW message was proposed to be located near the School. 
(g)
Tender received to undertake the 2019-20 Internal Audit. Cllr Evans proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed. Action: Clerk to appoint. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£104.48
	2170
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	04/06/19
	Shropshire Council
	Joint energy costs 2nd quarter
	£1269.40


	TBC
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	09/12/19
	BT
	Adopt a kiosk (Lee)
	£1.00
	2171
	Telecomms Act 1984

	09/12/19
	Criftins Table Tennis Club
	Grant contribution
	£1000.00
	2172
	LGA 1972 s137

	06/12/19
	Eon
	Street lighting upgrade Hill Park – SP connections & removals
	£10,482.68
	2173
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3);Highways Act 1980 s301

	27/11/19
	Eon
	Street lighting upgrade – SP connections
	£2,454.00
	2174
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3); Highways Act 1980 s301

	20/11/19
	Eon
	Tetchill street lighting upgrades
	£10,055.16
	2175
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3); Highways Act 1980 s301

	13/11/19
	Eon
	Street lighting upgrades Hill Park & Chestnut Ave
	£11,502.06
	2716
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3); Highways Act 1980 s301

	
	
	
	
	
	


763  
Housekeeping

(a) Website 
New road closure information has been uploaded.  Riparian landowners information has also been uploaded. The latest Church magazine can be found on the Churches page. 
Some issues with uploading of photos have now been fixed. 






(b)
Training opportunities
Clerk to circulate SALC training schedules as they become available. 

(c)
Defibrillators – update

The Clerk has requested dates for training sessions. 
764
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting:
Invitation to attend a meeting arranged by ETC has been received to consider the vision for Ellesmere. Council Members to attend. 
(a)
SALC bulletins etc circulated by email inc Shropshire Council consultations; 
(b)
CiL Local – expression of interest application forms – to enable Councillors to consider a re-application for funds; 
Cllr Ward is reviewing the last application made. 
(c)
CWG  - to discuss/review arrangements
Covered previously. 
765
Street lighting upgrade –Update regarding street lighting upgrade programme currently underway:

The street lighting is not dimmable. The Clerk has requested colour temperature information. 

766
Parish Matters/Items for the January Agenda 
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at   21.02 pm.  
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