ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held at 

Ellesmere Town Hall on 21st June 2021 

Chairman:
Cllr B Cole
Cllrs Present:
Cllr Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr R Swanston; 


Cllr P Clubbe; Cllr I Ward; Cllr S Evans; Cllr S Davenport
Clerk

Mrs Joyce
1026
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements
Cllr Cole welcomed everyone to the meeting and declared it open at 7pm.  There were no members of the public present.

1027
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 

No members of the public attended the Meeting.

1028
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr J Baker and Cllr G Dyke.

1029
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations or requests for dispensations were received.

1030
Finance
(a) To receive the Internal Auditor’s report & note recommendations following the 
2020-21 Internal Audit
Cllr Gargiulo proposed accepting the report, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed.  Councillors acknowledged the findings therein. Resolved.
(b)
To approve the year end accounts for the financial year 2020-21
Cllr Ward proposed the approval of the year end accounts for the year ending March 31st 2021, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed. Resolved. 
(c)
To complete the Annual Governance Statement for the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2020-21
Councillors reviewed the Statement and answered questions positively. The Statement was duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as proposed by Cllr Ward and Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved.
(d)
To complete the Annual Accounting Statements for the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2020-21
Cllr Ward proposed the approval of the Annual Accounting Statement, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Statement which had been signed by the Clerk/RFO.
(e)
Confirmation of the dates for the publication of the period for the exercise of public 
rights
The Clerk confirmed that the dates would be 28th June 2021 to 6th August 2021.
Councillors held a brief discussion about the allocation of reserves, general and earmarked and Neighbourhood Fund spend allocations.


(f)
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
          To confirm/agree new standing order figure for employee salary

Councillors discussed the underpayment of the employee salary due to NALC salary scales altering for 2020-21 and the standing order requiring amendment to reflect the change.  Cllr Ward proposed awarding back pay to reflect the difference in salary and a spinal point increase for 2021-22, seconded by Cllr Davenport.  All agreed. Resolved. 

Councillors agreed to implement an employment committee in the Autumn to review the salary for the next year to avoid future retrospective amendments. This will comprise the Chairman plus two other members, proposed by Cllr Gargiulo, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk will present adjusted figures for final approval in July with a standing order amendment form.

There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 7:37pm.

Cllr Ward gave apologies for the July Meeting.


