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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th May  2022 at

Criftins Parish Hall, Dudleston Heath
1183
Election of Chairman - To elect a Chairman for the ensuing 12 months.

Cllr Baker proposed Cllr Evans to be Chairman for the ensuing year, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 
1184
Election of Vice-Chairman - To elect a Vice-Chairman for the ensuing 12 months
Cllr Baker proposed Cllr Dyke to be Vice Chairman for the ensuing year, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 
1185
Co-option of Councillors – to consider applications to join the Parish Council 

Cllr Davenport proposed Mr Tony Richardson, seconded by Cllr Egerton. Councillors welcomed Cllr Richardson to the Council. Cllr Richardson introduced himself to the Council.   
 
1186
Declarations of Acceptance of Office – for Councillors to complete & sign
Councillors returned the forms to the Clerk.

1187
Election of Sub-Committees Members for 2022-23
a) Countryside and Rights of Way Committee
Councillors agreed to deal with matters within the meetings. 
b) Play Area- Dudleston Heath 

Cllr Egerton to carry out regular inspections. 

1188
Election of Representatives to other Organisations

a) Ellesmere Cemetery Working Group: Cllrs Dyke, Egerton, Clubbe and Baker.
b) North Shropshire Association of Local Councils: Cllr Gargiulo and Cllr Jackson as reserve
c) Representative on the Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee – delete item
d) Representatives - SCRUA – Clerk raised that no membership renewal has been received – Cllr Ward confirmed that they are meeting again face to face.  Meetings usually held in Chirk, Cllr Ward to represent ERPC;  
e) ABP Hordley Liaison Meeting: Cllr Dyke to represent ERPC
1189
Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a
To transfer monies between bank accounts with TSB and set up online payments: Cllr Evans proposed that the Clerk be given authority, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 
b
To return planning responses on behalf of the Parish Council if required: Cllr Evans proposed that the Clerk be given the power to return responses if required, Cllr Ward seconded the motion, all agreed. 
1190
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session

Cllr Evans welcomed everyone to the meeting declaring it open at 7:32pm. 

1191
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  - Apologies were received from Unitary Cllr Williams
1192
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

(LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 
1193
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th April 2022- To approve the minutes: (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Dyke proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

1194
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

No items were raised. 

1195
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

Clerk to book meeting at bank to discuss some internet banking administration matters – not done previously due to illness. Laptop purchase has not been progressed as yet for the same reason. Action: Clerk to take forward.

1196
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.

Cllr Davenport reported that an extra £60m is going into the road networks.  Unclassified roads are still not being attended to. Cllr Davenport confirmed some changes within Highways - 5 teams in place. Larger patching repairs are being done.  3 potholes on the road leaving St Martins still haven’t been done. He confirmed that all main road repairs all need light controls.  Councillors reported that signs are still very slow in being replaced. Cllr Jackson enquired as to how the Ukranian refugee rehoming programme is progressing. Cllr Davenport to enquire.  

1197
Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th April 2022
Cllr Egerton proposed acceptance of the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

1198
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns

Clerk reported that she is still waiting to meet with Eon regarding the light removals. 
Cllr Ward reported that the Chapel in Welsh Frankton is being sold and as such the light should be removed. Cllr Ward will be updating the street lighting entries on the asset register.  Shropshire Council took over the Dudleston Heath street lights within the 30mph however they have not as yet upgraded them to ‘Highways’ standard. Cllr Davenport reported that lighting work for Shropshire Council will be coming back ‘in house’ rather than being outsourced.  The lights were taken over a year ago.  Cllr Evans thanked Cllr Ward for his hard work resolving the lighting issues. 

1199
Playground

Cllr Egerton reported that the new fencing has been installed. The signs have been replaced. 
Cllr Jackson will take some photographs and put them on Facebook.  Clerk to do land registry search to identify ownership of the path.  Cllr Ward to check path in the field.  

1200
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Lots of potholes in evidence. From Brynall to Old Crickett it was reported that the roads are in a terrible state.  The previously reported collapsing drain at Eastwick still a problem.  Councillors suggested that it is likely to cause an accident.  Cllr Davenport has had Highways out to inspect it. Airband has been putting cables in here, which should be noted, for repairs.  Cllr Davenport to pursue with Highways.  Remedial works will be a big job. Flooding will be a bigger and continuous problem. B5068 St Martins potholes boundary need to be done.

b
Dudleston


Nothing to report. 

c
 Tetchill

Footpath sign still missing. Request Broom Farm to Tetchill  for slow signs as you come into Tetchill – series of bends with no markings – slow, bends or caution.  Action. Clerk to chase Highways for the poles for the VAS units 

d
Lee




Cllr Dyke raised parking issues on Birch Road, Ellesmere.  Town Council was raising this with Highways during a site visit. Clerk to ask ETC for feedback.

e
Welsh Frankton 

Councillors discussed the footpath issue raised concerning the footpath to the Perthy behind the Church.  The Ellesmere P3 Group has confirmed that the kissing gates have not been installed correctly. The hoop close be on field side. There is not enough room for a second hoop so it hasn’t been installed. The problems have been raised with Shropshire Council. A rough job has been made where the pipe was installed to the septic tank.  Cllr Baker stated that he was disappointed by the reaction from Shropshire Council, seeming to demonstrate a lack of effort to get involved. The Officers have responded that developers don’t have to reinstate to the former condition once work has finished.  Unfortunately the developer has gone out of business.  The P3 Group will pursue a remedy with Shropshire Council.  The Group has cleaned up the path as best as possible.  Tarmac surfaced is very poor and has mostly disintegrated. CiL money could be used to as well as possible.  Councillors discussed the surface.  The path historically had a hard surface to allow a teacher to walk to the school from the Perthy.  Cllr Baker proposed that the Parish Council should have the gates sorted out. Cllr Davenport will take this forward with Shropshire Council and a site meeting will be requested/arranged with the Footpaht’s Officer.  

f
General issues 
Following a recent donation from the Parish Council, an invoice copy received from Criftins Hall was noted for its recent IT/conferencing equipment.  This is to be installed shortly.  There is currently no internet in WF village hall. 

g
Boundary review – Feedback from meeting with ETC

Councillors gave feedback from the Meeting held with Ellesmere Town Council representatives regarding the proposed boundary review.  A map outlinging the proposals has been circulated via email. Councillors reported that the meeting was very cordial. The Town council want to extend their boundaries south and south west to incorporate the business park , Birch Road and the marina.  Councillors discussed a proposal that ERPC could take back more rural areas in the north. They discussed keeping the boundary off Caegoody Lane to incorporate into this within the Rural Parish, along with all of the area north of the mere and a small portion to the south of the parish.  Councillors discussed the canal, marina and business park areas and the implications of those areas being moved into the Town Council’s control.  Councillors noted that ERPC would be unlikely to have any say in future CiL spend from any monies being received from new development in those areas once moved into ETC control.  Councillors agreed that they would like ERPC to get something back out of the arrangement ie take back land not likely to be built on. Cllr Baker put forward a proposal (with supporting map) for areas which could be moved within ERPC’s boundary and requested that this be put to the Town Council for consideration, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed.  The Councillors also agreed that they should request some input into future CiL spend/infrastructure needs discussions with the Town Council.  Action: Clerk to request that the Councillors attend the Town Council meeting to put forward the proposals. 
Cllr Evans proposed responding no to the Town Council’s proposals and to put forward a counter proposals instead in the form of Cllr Baker’s proposed map, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. 
Cllr Davenport left the meeting.
Cllr Ward to produce a definitive map which will be forwarded to the Town Council. Representatives to attend the Town Council’s meeting:  Cllrs Baker, Davenport and Evans.  


h
Community policing


No report

i
Footpaths


Shropshire Council has agreed to do some work to the School footpath.  The P3 Group will strim the areas. Cllr Baker reported that the Gravel Hole kissing wicket has now been repaired.  The boundary field gate next to the Gravel Hole is being left open – The main gate is to be kept closed and kissing wicket will be installed by the P3 Group. Cllr Baker proposed that ERPC buys the gate, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed.  Other finger posts etc to be sorted out by the P3 Group. Thanks were conveyed to Cllr Baker and the P3 Group.

j
Bus stops

A Dudleston Heath resident has mentioned that some of the bus shelters have been removed. Only one is now left (a tree needs to be removed from over the bus stop).  Councillors agreed to ask for review with Arriva and Shropshire council.  Clerk requested a map with the stops marked on it to enable raising the matter.   
1201
The Gravel Hole 

Clerk has chased the Solicitor for an update. Will forward to Councillors via email once received. 
The School uses the area for nature lessons. Cllr Egerton will request circular walk is cut when the mowing is done.  
1202
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts
- none received recently.

b 
To acknowledge receipt of other correspondence
The Clerk confirmed that the Grounds Maintenance contractor’s quote acceptance had been sent. 

c
Feedback from CWG meeting – no meeting has been held. 
1203
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting info; Community reassurance updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence; NALC legal topic notes; Draft housing allocations policy & scheme for consultation; 
No matters raised. 
1204
Housekeeping 

a
Community engagement – Cllr Jackson reported the Facebook page is going well. Need to promote the work of the Parish Council more. 
b
To adopt: Standing orders; Financial regulations; Risk assessment policies – The three policies were proposed for acceptance by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed.  
c
To confirm meeting dates and venues – Councillors confirmed that they are happy to continue with current arrangement/rotation between the village halls. 
d
To confirm Clerk’s SLCC membership and ERPC’s SALC affiliation – Cllr Ward proposed continuing with the memberships, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. 
d
To accept the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2022 – This will be done at June’s meeting
1205
Highways 
a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern eg accidents,  road closure, speeding etc: Covered previously.
b
Sign cleaning
Cllr Baker declared an interest in the item and left the meeting .
A previous quote was received and accepted from Groundforce (£13.50 per sign for 29 signs £469.80) however the job has not been undertaken. 
A quote has been received from D Baker to undertake the job at £400 per day – estimating a day/day and a half  to do the job.  Councillors agreed one and a half’s days work at £600 would do the job. Cllr Ward proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Action: Clerk to Instruct.  If successful the work could move to other areas. Cllr Baker returned. 
1206
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure

b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
c
Insurance renewal quote for approval – Councillors discussed  2 quotes obtained for comparison: Cllr Evans proposed accepting a 3 year term quote from Zurich for £742.29,  seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. 
d
Internet banking – update – Action: Clerk to make appointment at the Bank 
e
Internal Audit – to accept Internal Auditor’s report if available – incomplete. Take forward to June. 
f
To approve the audited year end balances: Take forward to June. 
g
To approve Annual Governance Statement if available – Take forward to June. 
h
To approve 2021-22 AGAR if available – Take forward to June. 
i
To approve annual grant payments – All annual grant payments were proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. 
j
Grant funding requests – The Clerk confirmed that an application is expected from Criftins Hall  which will be taken forward to June’s Meeting. 
k
To acknowledge remittance advice from Shropshire Council for payment of the Precept and any Neighbourhood Fund monies: Noted. 
l
Receipt of confirmation from Criftins Parish Hall of grant spend – Noted. 
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/04/22
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1118.96
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/05/22
	NEST
	Employee pension
	TBC
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/05/22
	HMRC
	PAYE
	TBC
	2367
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/04/22
	SALC
	Affiliation fee
	£1031.85
	2368
	LGA1972 S143

	16/05/22
	Welsh Frankton PCC
	Annual grant
	£500
	2369
	LGA 1972 s137

	16/05/22
	Criftins PCC
	Annual grant
	£500
	2370
	LGA 1972 s137

	16/05/22
	Dudleston PCC
	Annual grant
	£500
	2371
	LGA 1972 s137

	16/05/22
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Annual grant
	£500
	2372
	LG (misc prov act) 1976 s19

	16/05/22
	Welsh Frankton Village Hall
	Annual grant
	£500
	2373
	LG (misc prov act) 1976 s19

	16/05/22
	Ellesmere Library (Bethphage)
	Annual grant
	£200
	2374
	LGA 1972 s137

	16/05/22
	Ellesmere Day Care Centre Client comfort fund(Bethphage) 
	Annual grant
	£200
	2375
	LGA 1972 s137

	16/05/22
	Criftins PCC Newsletter
	Annual grant
	£200 
	2376
	LGA 1972 s137

	16/05/22
	Employee 
	Salary adj
	£220.66 
	2377
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/05/22
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire 16/5/22
	£25.00
	2378
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/05/22
	Zurich 
	Insurance 
	£742.49
	2379
	LGA 1972 s140

	08/04/22
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Grant for Toddler Group (annual room hire cost)
	£360
	2380
	LGA 1972 s137

	23/03/22
	MedUK
	Defib pads
	£232.20
	
	PHA 1936 s234

	16/05/22
	Mere Ambles (P3 Group)
	Grant
	£100
	
	LGA 1972 s137

	Receipts
	From
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	01/04/22
	Shropshire Council 
	Precept
	£38781.00
	
	Local Government Act 1972, s.41 (4) 

LG Finance Act 1992 s39

	08/04/22
	Shropshire Council
	Neighbourhood Fund
	£10414.56
	
	Planning Act 2008 s216 (2), & regulation 59, as amended by the 2012 and 2013 Regulations


Cllr Ward proposed all payments and grant funding for approval, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. 
1207
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda –13th June 2022 (Welsh Frankton Village Hall)
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:30 pm 
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