


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th December 2018 held at
Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr I Ward
Cllrs Present: 
Cllr K Egerton; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr I Walford; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr P Clubbe, 



Cllr D Bevan; Cllr J Baker
Clerk:

M Joyce 
561
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
Cllr Ward (vice Chairman) chaired the Meeting opening proceedings at 8:37pm.  

562
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 
No members of the public attended the Meeting.

563
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr Palmer.

564
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Dispensations were in place to permit budget and precept setting discussions.

565
Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee – No update.
566  
Community Policing 
Cllr Davenport confirmed that he had delivered the letter from the Parish Council expressing disappointment in the lack of contact maintained between the local force and ERPC.  He has been given then contact details of the local senior officer.  

567
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th November 2018 - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Clubbe proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

568
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th November 2018 - requiring members’ further attention.

Cllr Walford indicated that he had located a suitable location for a defibrillator to be installed.  Clerk to investigate process to have one installed (permission will be required).

569 Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report and to consider quotes for remedial works required.

Cllrs Bevan and Egerton reported from their site meeting with the grounds maintenance contractor to inspect works required to replace the rotten fencing and other matters requiring attention.  A quote of £1700 was submitted.  The annual maintenance quote was also received for £1200.  Cllr Walford proposed accepting both quotes, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. 

570
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
A report was given from the last Cemetery Working Group Meeting. The regulations have been received. Cllr Baker reported that monies held by ETC could result in a reduction in costs to the Council’s next year.  There is currently £36k held.  Costs are based on a 60/40% split between the two councils.  No budget request has been made as yet.  Clerk to request.  Councillors expressed dissatisfaction in the administration system which has removed input from ERPC representatives.  

571 Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Cllr Davenport reported that he has visited various Town and Parish Councils and the main focus of feedback has been poor communication with the Highways department.  He further reported a successful conclusion to the recent flooding issues in Elson.  

572
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston

Councillors reported filthy lanes, blocked gullies and blocked grids.  Reports of soil tippling over the border into Wrexham an issue. Blocked grids in Eastwick Lane.  Flooding on Cleveleys Garage corner as reported previously.


(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
Filthy lanes reported. Leaves are a hazard.  Farmers not cleaning roads after use. Flooding at New and Old Cricket.  Blocked gulley on School Lane.  

(c) Welsh Frankton

Cllr Davenport to check to see if the sign on the Lower Frankton road has been repaired.


(d)
Tetchill
Potholes have been reported.  Works on Hordley road have made no difference.  A528 repairs at Trench are substandard.  Cllr Davenport to investigate.

(e) Lee

Kids parking in lay-by on Lee to Tetchill Lane and leaving rubbish. More patrols are needed.  Sweeper needs to attend local lanes to clear leaves etc.





(f) General Issues to include Welsh Frankton development sewerage/traffic safety
Spunhill road closure viewed as very lengthy – 2/1/19-5/3/19.
Cllr Davenport reported that he is trying to set up a meeting with the various Agencies to discuss the sewerage proposals for the development.  

573
Planning 
a)  To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 12/11/18
Received. Cllr Williams left the Meeting. 




574
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk reported that the latest bank statement received from was incorrect. The balance going forward did not match the balance taken forward from the last and current statements.  She has reported this to the Bank.  The reconciliation was checked and signed off as accurate.

(b)
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	02/12/18
	ETC
	Room Hire 
	£15.00
	2099
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/11/18
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£733.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/18

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£226.51
	2101
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/12/18
	Nest
	Clerk’s pension
	£19.79
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/12/18
	Employee
	Expenses
	£64.39
	2102
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	
	
	
	
	
	



Cllr Walford proposed all payments, including the salary, for approval, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. The cheques were duly signed. 

(b) Budget – to agree the 2019/20 budget/ preliminary consideration of the precept
Councillors reviewed the budget.  Allocation for street lighting upgrade reduced.  Provision made for grants to local organisations (village halls etc) to assist with maintenance costs.  An annual maintenance contract with Eon was considered and proposed for acceptance by Cllr Gargiulo, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed. This will be done on a clean and inspection only basis in light of the proposed upgrade.  (Cllr Clubbe left the meeting at 9:33pm) Councillors considered payment options for lighting upgrade. A Public Works Loan Board loan could be taken out. To be taken forward for further discussion.  Neighbourhood Fund amounts to be checked. 

(c) Defibrillators – to enable Councillors to consider requirement/purchase
Covered previously.

575  
Housekeeping

a) Road Closure: Road Closure:  Spunhill junction with A528, Whitemere
Start Date: 2nd January 2019- End Date: 5th March 2019
Purpose:  TO CARRY OUT WATER MAINS RENEWAL
Noted.  Councillors to check routes.

576
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk: 
a) SALC bulletins; CWG; 
All noted.  


b) Local Plan review consultation – to enable Councillors to discuss the consultation and take forward for ratification any responses made by the Planning Committee
this item will be considered in January. 

577
Street lighting – 
a)
Update on lights reported as faulty
Lights out in Tetchill have been reported for repair.

b)
Proposal from Cllr Ward regarding ongoing maintenance of the street lighting –
Cllr Ward stated that he was appalled by the decision process undertaken by Shropshire Council when considering applications for funds from the CiL Local pot which has resulted in the Parish Council being unable to fund its planned street lighting upgrade.  Cllr Ward proposed progressing plans to upgrade the street lighting in the Parish but only on the unclassified road lighting. Cllr Ward recommended returning responsibility for the Highways lighting in Dudleston Heath and Frankton to Shropshire Council, the lighting authority. The Parish Council does not have a statutory duty to provide street lighting.  The main roads are the responsibility of the main authority.  This would reduce the number of lights to be maintained by ERPC to 33 from 70.  Cllr Ward proposed the motion, seconded by Cllr Walford, all agreed.  Clerk to write to Cllr Davenport, Portfolio Holder for Highways, copying to Jason Hughes (Street lighting Dept) to inform him of the Council’s decision, effective from 1st April 2019.  The lighting will be handed over in its current condition. The decision not to award funds from CiL Local is very disappointing as it would have supported the new developments as well as the existing housing.   All agreed. Clerk to write.

c)
Annual maintenance contract quote for consideration
Agreed under Finance.

578
CiL – to enable Councillors to discuss CiL Local/Neighbourhood Fund/Place Plans

Shropshire Council will be undertaking a consultation in the spring. There may be a possible increase in the NF portion for parish councils to 30% from 15%.  Cllr Davenport stated that the funding decisions should be made by officers and councillors. Currently decisions are officer led. It is hoped this will change going forward.

579
Parish Matters/Items for the November Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward any matters requiring discussion at the next Ordinary Meeting
Budget/precept.
There being no further business for discussion the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 10:10pm wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas.











Next Ordinary Meeting Date of ERPC: 14/01/19
At Ellesmere Town Hall immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


