
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 10TH OCTOBER 2016 AT ELLESMERE TOWN HALL

Present:    
Cllr S Palmer



Cllr I Ward



Cllr Mrs J Gargiulo


Cllr D Bevan


Cllr C Hesketh



Cllr Mrs K Egerton 



Cllr J S Baker



Cllr Mrs P Clubbe



Cllr G Dyke


Cllr K Follington




Mrs M Joyce  (Clerk)





One member of the public was present. 





142
Chairman’s Opening Remarks

The Chair opened the Meeting at 7:45pm.

143
Public Question Time - 
No items were brought forward for consideration.
144
To receive Apologies  

Apologies received from Cllrs Williams (Meeting), Davenport (Holiday) and Swanston (Holiday) which were duly accepted by the Council.   
145
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No disclosures or requests were received.

146
Update - Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee - Cllr Mrs K Egerton 

Cllr Egerton reported that Sue Thomas, Community Enablement Officer, had made contact to propose arranging a Meeting.  Councillors discussed potential topics for discussion and proposed putting forward the devolution of services and Community Speed Watch.  Other neighbouring areas to be consulted.  Cllr Egerton gave an overview of the LJC for new members.  Clerk gave a brief report from a recent Town and Parish Forum meeting she had attended highlighting the suggestion that Towns and Parishes begin to discuss and organise clustering groups to share services. Devolution has been put on hold until September 2017.  Highways now have maps available to illustrate which areas are currently maintained by Shropshire Council. 

147  
Community Policing: 

The Clerk reported that she had requested an update from the local force, however, PC Crump is away on holiday.

148
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th September 2016 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the previous Meeting’s Minutes.  Cllr   Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate copy of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes.
149
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th September 2016 - requiring member’s further attention – no items raised.
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150
Co-option of Councillor for Dudleston Heath Ward

An application had been received from Mrs Follington which had been circulated amongst the Council Members for consideration. Mrs Follington left the room whilst Council Members discussed the application.  Cllr Ward proposed Mrs Follington’s co-option onto the Council, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed.  Mrs Follington returned to the Meeting.  Cllr Palmer welcomed Mrs Follington to the Council.  Cllr Follington signed the acceptance of office as required.  

151
Play area - Dudleston Heath  

Cllr Bevan reported that the playground is looking tidy however the bench is still in need of planing. Clerk to request that the grounds maintenance contractor attends to this. 

152
Reports from Committees

Cllr Gargiulo gave a report from the recent NSAC Meeting.  Next Meeting scheduled for January.  Cllr Gargiulo reported that Chris Taylor from Shropshire Council had given an update at the NSAC Meeting on broadband provision.

Cllr Egerton reported that the Burial Committee had met. The precept will remain at the same level for the next year.  Grounds maintenance/improvement works have recently been completed.  Cllr Egerton reported that the Chapel in the Cemetery is available for services.  The Burial Committee has identified that the current burial capacity on site will not exceed 10 years.  Alternative provision must be identified and put in place. Cllr Ward confirmed Shropshire Council’s role as the Principal Burial Authority and their co-operation/assistance must be sought in the provision of future plots.  Unitary Councillors to be brought into discussions to ensure future needs can be met.  

153
New Parish Council Website
The Clerk reported that the domain name registration process is still ongoing.  Councillors expressed disappointment in the length of time Shropshire Tourism has taken to organise this.  Cllr Palmer queried whether a .gov domain name offers any advantages.  Cllr Ward  confirmed it offers a degree of security against misuse.  Cllr Ward proposed that from looking at alternative website providers, the free community websites offered by Hugo Fox would meet the Parish Council’s needs. Cllr Egerton seconded this proposal, all agreed. Clerk to set up new website.  Councillors were asked to provide photographs for use on the new site.  Clerk to ask Shropshire Tourism for date by which the new domain name should be registered and for information regarding linking the name to the new site.  Councillors photos to be taken in November.
154
Neighbourhood Plan 
The Clerk put forward potential dates for a Meeting in November with the Town Council.  Council Members agreed on 21st November.  Clerk to arrange.
155
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time - No Council members were present.
156
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston 
Cllr Clubbe reported that some grids locally (B5069) had been marked with spray paint for attention.  Two had been fixed but another at the top of Shellbrook Hill has not.  Clerk to report.

(b) Dudleston Heath 

The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Highways reporting that the speeding issues previously reported would be added to the next Road Safety Submission.  No funding available currently to carry out speed checks.  Clerk reported change of officer now in charge of the Community Speed Watch scheme.  To chase again ERPC’s involvement.  
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(b) 
Dudleston Heath cont. 

The Clerk presented a quote from Mr M Lainsbury for a replacement notice board for Dudleston Heath.  Having inspected the current board it was found to be 75% rotten.  Mr Lainsbury suggested repair to be a false economy.  Councillor Egerton proposed accepting the quote (to include posts), seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed.  Clerk to confirm acceptance.  Councillors agreed that hopefully the new notice boards would last between 15-20 years.  
Cllr Ward reported that he has again requested the repositioning of the bin to be placed near the notice board.  Bus shelter needs cleaning out – wooden shelter at end of Church Lane: Clerk to ask Dan Betts to tidy – paint/creosote.  
(c) Welsh Frankton
Cllr Palmer reported that the VAS is still not working correctly and that the post is at an angle. Clerk to report again.  Cllr Palmer further reported that the footpath in Tetchill along the tow path still requires attention. He has contacted the Canals & River Trust. The Clerk confirmed that she has also reported this matter to them. 
(d)
Tetchill – No items brought forward.
(e) Lee
Cllr Dyke reported concerns over the diversion schemes proposed for upcoming road closures.  He proposed a temporary 30mph speed limit restriction on the Spunhill cross roads while the diverted traffic is using the junction. Due to the restricted visibility at the cross roads, it would give coaches from Ellesmere College and general traffic more time to exit safely. Clerk to convey.
(f) General Issues 
Remembrance service on 13th Nov. Cllr Palmer to lay wreath for the PC. Clerk to contact Town Clerk regarding provision of wreath.  Service to include parade.  
SC tree scheme has re-opened.  
Councillors discussed A&E provision in the county, with talks being underway to determine whether the department should be located in Telford or Shrewsbury.  The overall opinion expressed was that Shrewsbury would be a preferable option, being closer than Telford.  The use of A&E provision in Wrexham as an alternative was brought forward.
(g)
Road closures/works: 
Road to be closed:      From A528 junction Spunhill to Colemere junction, Belgrave Cottages, Ellesmere 7th – 25th November 2016 24 hrs
 
157
Planning - To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 12th September 2016  - Councillors acknowledged receipt.  
158
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure – Receipts and payments spreadsheet and bank reconciliation circulated for information.  Bank statements were available for inspection.  
(b) Cheques for approval and signature – Councillors agreed payments, proposed by Cllr Clubbe, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed.  Council Members decided against payment by direct debit to Shropshire Council for the joint energy scheme payments.  
(c) Other items of expenditure for consideration – none. 
The Clerk confirmed that the telephone banking facility is now in place and that the bank mandate has now been updated.   Now that this process has been completed the Clerk will progress investigating an automatic sweeping facility between accounts. 
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159  
Correspondence - Correspondence received (forwarded by email to  Councillors) included: Shropshire Council’s Community Tree Scheme; SP Energy Network North Shropshire reinforcement update; Shropshire Council Outdoor Partnerships Open Spaces Review; Request received from the Community Enablement Officer to include SC’s Public Open Space Review on the November agenda. Next NSAC meeting 16th  January 2017. 
160
Reports from Councillors  

(a)
Street Lighting
Progress report from Cllr I Ward regarding proposed tendering for LED replacement lighting:
Cllr Ward reported that he had liaised with Mouchel who have approved the tendering documents (including future proofing).   A couple of tweaks to be made prior to drawing up a  shortlist of companies to approach for tenders.  Option to include replacement of poles to be included.  Clerk to distribute when finalised.
The Clerk reported that following a number of issues recently the Hill Park lights are now working.  
There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:55pm.



Ellesmere Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes


Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 10th October 2016 

Signed     ........................................…………............…….    Chair

Dated 14th November 2016
ERPC                                                                                                                          October  2016

