

ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th March 2020 held at

Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker

Cllrs Present: 
Cllr J Gargiulo, Cllr S Davenport; Cllr B Cole; Cllr I Walford; Cllr D Wardle; 


Cllr K Egerton; Cllr S Evans; Cllr G Dyke
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr B Williams 
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

800
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:19pm welcoming everyone present to the March Meeting of the Parish Council. There were 4 members of the public present. 
801
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 
A resident from Tetchill updated Members regarding their application to a Severn Trent grant fund to assist with funding for a mains sewerage connection. The application was unsuccessful. An application made to the Shropshire Community Fund was also unsuccessful.  The resident confirmed that about 20 homes could benefit from the connection. 
802
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllr I Ward, Cllr S Palmer and Cllr P Clubbe.


803
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

Cllr Walford declared a pecuniary interest in the mains sewerage connection funding application, agenda item 13(g).  


804  
Community Policing 

No report received for this month. 

805
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th February 2020 2020 - To approve the minutes;
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Cole proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 

806
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th February 2020 not otherwise included on this agenda requiring members’ further attention.
There were no matters arising requiring attention.

807
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Cole gave his report confirming all is in order. The new signs are with the grounds maintenance contractor for installation.
808
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes not otherwise on this agenda
No meetings have been attended. Nothing to report.
809
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
Cllr Williams raised recent newspaper reports concerning Shropshire Council’s recent appointment of a new consultant whose remit it is to restructure the Highways Department.  Cllr Williams believes the fee is justified and that a good job is being done.
Cllr Davenport reported that the consultant has proposed 41 courses of action, which have been approved for implementation with timescales. The consultant will be with them until May.  He stated that Shropshire Council needs to bid for more grants from central Government for example for bus service provision.  

A discussion ensued regarding recent road repairs undertaken in St Martins which were immediately followed by works carried out by utility companies which dug up the new surface to carry out their repairs. 
810
Planning 
 To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 10th February 2020 

Cllr Cole proposed, seconded by Cllr Walford,  accepting the Minutes from the last Planning Committee Meeting, all agreed. Resolved. 

811
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston




Items reported for attention included the road past Dudleston Church past the Castle towards the ford; the road by the Old Vicarage to Dudleston Church has been subject to flooding; large pothole between Plas Warren to Rock Farm; the sign at Pigeon’s Corner is in the ditch; the ‘no hgvs’ sign in Brynore Lane is missing.  
(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
Flooding reported at New Cricket; signs have been left following pothole repairs in Eastwick Lane; Cllr Davenport confirmed that the 40mph extension is to be installed.
(c)
Welsh Frankton


A complaint has been received from Bynallt Kennels that their sign has been removed.  Cllr Williams has raised this with Highways and has asked for its return. Abandoned road signs are to be collected.
(d)
Lee

Cllr Dyke reported that he uncovered some local drains and cleared them out to alleviate flooding.  The kiosk has been refurbished and the debrillator has been installed.
(e)
Tetchill




Cllr Walford complained about the state of the road between Tetchill and Hordley. Cllr Davenport confirmed that he will be taking an engineer along this route for an inspection. The flooding on Coachman’s Bridge has now cleared.  The defibrillator has been installed.  Two 30mph signs on the approach to Tetchill are no longer facing the correct way round.   
(f)
General issues
Defibrillator training has been scheduled for Thursday 12th March at Ellesmere Town Hall.

812
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk circulated current spreadsheets. The bank reconciliation was checked against the statements for accuracy and signed off as accurate. 
(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments, including the salary and pension payments but with the exception of the Shropshire Council joint energy agreement invoice in the absence of the Street Lighting Department adjusting the supply costs to reflect the lights which have been out of use for some time and the lighting within the 30mph zone for which Shropshire Council should have taken responsibility,  were proposed for approval by Cllr Walford, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. 
One final invoice for the supply and fitting of the Dudleston defibrillator and the additional one requested for Criftins Parish Hall (replacement of current machine), was approved with all other payments.

(c)
Grant funding requests – Criftins Parish Hall/Welsh Frankton Hall – item to be taken forward to April for consideration. 

(d)
Sign cleaning quote with view to applying for a EMG
Cllr Dyke forwarded the details of a company willing to undertake the sign cleaning to the Clerk to request a quote. There are 33 signs in total in Tetchill and Lee. Other signs within the parish have not as yet been audited. 

(e)
VAS/PCC Fund for safer roads – application to be considered
The Clerk has forwarded local suggestions to the Highways engineer to consider suitable installation points for VAS in Tetchill.  A response is still outstanding. 

(f) 
Criftins Parish Hall/Dudleston Church Defibrillator invoices

Cllr Walford proposed purchasing two defibrillators for Criftins Hall and Dudleston Church (this was ordered previously but not included in the original invoice with the other 4 defibrillators ordered – new invoice checked against previous for accuracy by Cllr Baker.) The purchases were proposed for payment by Cllr Walford, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved.  Action: Clerk to place order for x2 defibrillators.


(g)
Grant funding application for connection to mains sewerage for Tetchill

This item was brought forward from February’s meeting.  Cllr Walford left the Meeting. Cllr Williams consulted the CiL Team at Shropshire Council which had advised that the expenditure would be permissible under the Neighbourhood Fund spend rules as ‘infrastructure’.  The Clerk reported that she had consulted the Shropshire Association of Local Councils, which had in turn asked for advice from the Solicitors at the National Association of Local Councils.  The Solicitor had queried whether this expenditure would be suitable for expenditure under LGA 1972 S137 spend rules as it would benefit only a relatively small number of residents within the parish ie c 14/20 homes in a parish with c1870 electorate; S137 spend stipulates that the expenditure must be of commensurate value to some or all of the community (‘some’ being a significant proportion) and is capped at £8.12 per head of the electorate which would equate to a spend limit of £15,184.40 for ERPC in 2019-20.  This falls below the £27,000 applied for.  He stated that the Parish Council would need to decide if the scheme would provide benefit to sufficient people to warrant a spend of the amount requested, if funds were sufficient and available.  The Solicitor had  investigated the definition of ‘infrastructure’ for this purpose under s216 of the Planning Act 2008 and reported that it stipulates ‘roads and other transport facilities; flood defences; schools and other educational facilities, medical facilities; sporting and recreational facilities and open spaces’ but  does not include sewerage systems.  The Solicitor confirmed that there had been no court decision defining what is covered by ‘infrastructure including’ and concluded that should the Parish Council support the expenditure it could be open to a court challenge which, if it failed, could leave it with significant legal costs.  Even if no court challenge was made an auditor might take the view that it is ultra vires expenditure which would result in a failed audit for the Parish Council.  The Solicitor agreed that the expenditure would not fall under Regulation 59C of the 210 Regulations as the issue is unrelated to any development in the area as it relates to long standing dwellings, not new ones.  
The Council Members discussed the application, taking into consideration the advice provided.  Cllr Davenport put forward the view that Severn Trent should be pressurised into progressing the mains connection.  He has requested that Drainage Officers at Shropshire Council attend a site visit along with representatives from the Environment Agency. A report should then be submitted to the Parish Council.  Cllr Baker proposed that an Expression of Interest in applying for CiL Local funding should be applied for, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved.   Cllr Walford rejoined the Meeting. Action: Cllr Davenport to progress site meeting/report of findings. EOI form for CiL Local funding to be completed and submitted to Shropshire Council. 

(h)
Grant funding request from Ellesmere Library for consideration
Councillors considered the application, having asked the Town Council what their level of funding is currently.  The Urban usage is stated to be 54.21% (489 users), the Rural 20.07% (181 users), with the remaining users coming presumably from the Cockshutt and Welshampton areas.  The Clerk was asked to request copies of accounts and to check powers of expenditure to contribute to the Library.  Action: Accounts to be requested; Powers of Expenditure to be checked. To take forward to April’s meeting for a decision.

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/02/20
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£104.48
	2188
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/02/20
	The Signtist
	Playground sign
	£40.00
	2189
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	24/02/20
	Eon
	Repairs 
	£598.40
	2190
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	27/02/20
	Heartstart Midlands
	Defibrillators
	£3816.00
	2191
	Public Health Act 1936 s234


813
Housekeeping
(a) Website 





New road closures have been added. Riparian Landowner information is available to view. 
(b)
Training opportunities
Circulated by email to Councillors. 
(c)
Defibrillators – training/installation update

The training session has been completed at Welsh Frankton; the Criftins session is booked for Saturday 14th March.
(d)
Annual Parish Meeting date/venue 
This has been booked for 28th April 2020 at Welsh Frankton Village Hall. Donations to be approved at April’s Meeting.
(e)
Annual joint dinner

The Clerk reported low uptake for the dinner. Councillors reviewed the date and suggested moving it to 5th June. Clerk to reschedule.  

814
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting:
(a)
SALC bulletins etc circulated by email inc Shropshire Council consultations. 
(b)
CiL Local – expression of interest application forms – to enable Councillors to consider a re-application for funds – Clerk to submit application for Tetchill residents. 
(c)
Road Closures – none to report. 

815
Parish Matters/Items for the April Agenda 
Concerns were raised about rat infestations in Criftins. Clerk to report.  

To take forward the application for funding from the Library; EOI application for Tetchill.
Annual donations. 

There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:40pm.
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