


Chairman:	Cllr G DykeELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr R Swanston; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr T Richardson
		Cllr J Baker 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 
Unitary Cllrs:	Cllr B Williams

1	Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session to include: 
Cllr Evans sent his apologies for this Meeting. The Vice Chairman, Cllr G Dyke chaired the Meeting in his absence.  Welcoming everyone to the Meeting, Cllr Dyke declared it open at 7:26pm. There were no members of the public present. Unitary Cllr Williams attended the Meeting. 

2	To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Cllr Davenport, Cllr Ward, Cllr Evans and Cllr Clubbe sent apologies.  

3	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
No declarations or requests for dispensations were received. 

4	Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th September 2022- To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Richardson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

5	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised.

6	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
No Meetings had been attended

7	Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 	Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Cllr Williams gave a report.  Shropshire Council meetings are available to view online.  Officers are now able to give reports online.  Councillors must still be present in order to vote.  Officers all work from home now and are seldom seem in person.  He reported that the Highways jobs appear to be progressing and that the teams are catching up.  Councillors agreed that flooding issues seem to be more prevalent at the moment.  

8	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 25th September 2022
Acceptance of the approved Planning Committee Minutes from the last Meeting were proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed

9	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns 
The Clerk confirmed that she has spoken to Eon to establish whether it can provide a date for the work to remove redundant street lights to be undertaken. The initial quote had been in the region of £13.5k however apparently Scottish Power has submitted a disconnection quote of £54k. It is assumed that this includes underground works which will not be necessary.  Action: Clerk to continue to pursue.

10	Playground – update/reports/quote for path relaying
No regular inspection report.
A quote has been received to relay the path - £1000 including putting down a new sub base and relaying the existing slabs.  Councillors agreed given the amount of this quote that more quotes would have to be sourced in order to comply with financial regulations.  The Clerk will send the specification to Cllr Dyke.To check how many are being quoted for and if only the ones alongside the playground.  Cllr Dyke to organise

11	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Baker reported that the flooding issues previously reported have cannot be resolved on the corner of Eastwick Lane near Little Gadlas Farm as previously reported.  He suggested that the Council needs to enforce riparian rights to the  drain land.  The Clerk was asked to report this again.  Severn Trent Water had a burst pipe on this corner recently. The water created a pothole which was repaired poorly.  He further reported that the issue with the road crossing to Gadlas Lodges has now been repaired and there is no longer a hump in the road.  Cllr Baker reported that a good job has been done.
Cllr Egerton A528 raised the Welcome to Shropshire sign by the Trotting Mare garage.  This is a county sign and falls outside the remit of the Parish Council. The metal posts have rotted off and the sign is covered by ivy and cannot be seen.  The Clerk will press to have it repaired again or whether the Parish Council can instigate repairs. 

b	Dudleston	
Cllr Jackson reported a matter of concern from Sodylt to the turning to the church – a dog walker walks along the road with her dog on the verge.  Concerns were raised for her safety as it is a 60mph road and the traffic does not slow down for pedestrians in the road.  
	
c	 Tetchill
Cllr Swanston requested that the Parish Council makes contact with Ellesmere College to request that they install some white line markers or put stop signs at the 2 entrances onto the main road. Due to vehicles exiting the College grounds without stopping it is agreed locally that physical markers at each exit onto the roads are needed.  Cllr Williams offered to take this matter forward.    

d	Lee				
Nothing to report. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Cllr Richardson reported that works previously reported will be completed during October.

f	General issues 
Cllr Gargiulo reported a recent accident by the School and highlighted recent and ongoing speeding issues by the school. Clerk to query if a 20mph will be implemented by the School. 
Local speed checks have been seen. 

g	Community policing		
The Clerk reported that she has made contact with the new local PC.  Hopefully she will attend the next meeting or provide an update report.  The Clerk was asked to request that she goes to the School to remind parents to adhere to the speed limit.

h	Footpaths
Dudleston Heath – It was reported that it is currently very difficult to walk to from Elson into Ellesmere due to the narrowness of the pavement due to the vegetation needing to be cut back. There is no access suitable for wheelchairs/pushchairs or scooters to Ellesmere.
		
i	Bus stops
The Clerk was asked to chase up the site meeting which was previously cancelled.  Cllr Egerton reported that the Frankton bus stop needs cleaning and tidying up.  Quotes for the work will be obtained.  General discussion re bus stops.

j	Tetchill Brook
Cllr Swanston has investigated drainage issues in Tetchill.  She gave an overview to the Councillors of run off/soakaway water which has gone from a half pipe into Tetchill Brook.  She hasn’t been able to assess presence of foul water due to dry weather.  Cllr Swanston attended a one hour public presentation which was put on about the Blackwater Meadow development. There was no public question time.  Explanations were given about proposed mitigations for wildlife habitats and so on.  Two large holding tanks with ponds are to be created to provide drainage relief.  Additional drainage is being installed to go under the cricket pitch, this will then feed into Tetchill Brook.  This arrangement has been agreed with the Town Council.  Tetchill Brook has been cleared out from the top end in Ellesmere to the pumping station.  Worked stopped at the pumping station as this is the Town Council boundary. The developer has not made contact with the Rural Parish Council. This work was carried out before last winter. A larger volume of water is now running through the centre of the village.  This may be due to the work they have done.  The Brook is completely overgrown from the pumping station onwards.  Further down stream at Tetchill Moor it is regularly cleared out by the farmer.  This work is traditionally done over period of 2/3 weeks to allow wildlife to move.  The whole area of the Brook in Tetchill is clagged up.  Cllr Swanston stated that this matter needs to be resolved.  Tetchill Brook was lowered by 1 metre in 1976.  The Environment agency wants the Brook to be overgrown to slow down the water before it reaches Shrewsbury.  However, it needs clearing out in the centre of the village where the housing is.  The c 600 new houses planned for Ellesmere will all need to drain into the Brook.  The free flow of water must be maintained and this can be enforced by riparian laws.  Currently any water hitting Tetchill backs up as it cannot clear quickly.  Councillors agreed that maps illustrating the problem areas will be needed and landowners identified.  Action: Cllr Williams to arrange a site visit with a drainage officer and to ask an officer to attend the next meeting to discuss a way forward. 

12	The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim
The Clerk reported that a Statement of Truth has been prepared. Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, proposed that the Solicitor submits it to the Land Registry.  All agreed. 

13	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge receipt of the accounts		
The Clerk will request the latest set of accounts. 
b	Any other matters
Correspondence received today and circulated via email for information was noted. The matter raised is to be treated as confidential and will be dealt with by the CWG.  The Councils have agreed to adhere to the Cemetery Regulations with no exceptions.  Long term space, maintenance and Health and Safety issues must all be taken into consideration. It was noted that the cemetery is to be inspected with a view to finding additional space. New DEFRA regulations have caused some issues in terms of space management.   A closed session for this meeting has not been advertised on the agenda and due to the confidential nature of the correspondence it cannot be discussed at this meeting. 

14	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting info; Community reassurance updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence; NALC legal topic notes; Local policing charter – meeting date this week 
No matters were raised.

15	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported that she is trying to cover all areas of the parish in the posts. Overall the feedback is positive with lots of people viewing the pages.  
b	Boundary review – The date for the community engagement meeting is confirmed as 25th October 2022 Town Hall at 7pm. 

c	Defibrillator software checks
The Clerk reminded Councillors to check for any software updates needed and to mark the defibrillators and the batteries with the location address. 

d	Tetchill sign cleaning report
The Councillors agreed that a great job had been done cleaning up the signs.
It was noted that overgrown hedges are presenting a visibility problem – they need to be cut back so that the signs can be clearly seen.  
To send the report to Shropshire council to highlight the state of the signs in the parish.  
The Councillors discussed undertaking more sign clearing and cleaning.  To ask for a quote to undertake another area.  To look at the school area first.  To ask for a quote. November’s meeting.

e	Training – Clerk’s training
The Clerk requested funding contributions for 2 courses one will be £50 and the other £85. Cllr Swanston proposed supporting the training, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. The Clerk will take one day per week for study which was agreed to. 

f	Joint annual dinner  - The Clerk asked if Councillors would like the annual joint dinner eith Ellesmere Town Council to be held towards Christmas. This was favourably received. The Clerk will put it to the Town Council. 
 
g	Poppies
The Clerk reminded Councillors to put the lamp post poppies up. Cllr Evans to lay the wreath, with Cllr Egerton on standby.   
		
16	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern eg accidents, road closure, speeding etc
Covered previously
b	VAS units for Tetchill – progress report 
Cllr Swanston recapped on the original site visit held with a Highways officer to decide upon suitable locations for VAS units to be located. Four units/posts were orginally agreed to. Despite this original agreement she is still trying to work out the location of one unit with Highways.  The paperwork is still being sorted out for permissions being arranged with landowners. The road markings are still outstanding – the Officer had agreed that painted road signs would be renewed.  Highways is now not supplying posts going forward and will be undertaking speed checks and only allowing VAS units where there is a ‘rea’l need.  In future Cllr Swanston recommended photographing the exact locations, identifying landowner, sight lines before trying to progress a programme of installation.  

c	Streetworks notificiations – to acknowledge
No recent notifications to report. 


	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/22
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1118.96
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/10/22
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£42.71 ERPC
£56.95 Employee

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/10/22
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£303.98
	2401
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/10/22
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Grant (50% payment NF money spend)
	£11270.99
	2402
	LG Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/09/22
	Employee
	Expenses
	£115.50
	2403
	LGA 1972 s111




17	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of the emailed reports and statements.  Cllr Gargiulo proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed.
b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Swanston proposed approving all payments, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. 
c	External audit – update on 2021-22 audit; to discuss 2022-23 audit 
The Clerk reported that this is still ongoing. 

 
18	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda –14th November 2022 (Criftins Parish Hall)

There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:27pm.





