


ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th June 2018 held at Ellesmere Town Hall

Chair:

S Palmer

Cllrs Present:
J Baker; K Follington; K Egerton; I Walford; P Clubbe; J Garguilo; G Dyke; 


B Cole, P Clubbe; B Cole; S Davenport; B Williams
Clerk:

M Joyce 

482
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chair opened the Meeting at 7:27pm, welcoming Cllr Peter Nutting, Leader of Shropshire Council to the June Meeting of Ellesmere Rural Parish Council.

483
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public. 

No members of the public attended the Meeting.  Cllr Nutting reported that the Conservatives won 48 seats in the last Election. As Leader he is concentrating on economic development.  Shropshire has an aging population for which provision has to be made and efforts are being made to re balance the economy, bringing better training and job opportunities to Shropshire.  Cllr Nutting said that in his view the culture of Shropshire Council needs to be improved.  Shropshire Council staff have been given pay rises to bring salaries into line with National rates.  He hopes this will encourage the recruitment of good officers and reduce the number of leavers.  He outlined where it is hoped savings can be made and how the Council plans to improve finances through investment in property.  The Shirehall requires upgrading – the building is now 60 years old – and it is hoped that once upgraded half of the building can be let out as serviced offices.  ERPC Members discussed housing trends and investment in the provision of rental properties to address the shortfall in lower priced accommodation in the County.  Recent concerns that Village Halls will be charged business rates were addressed with Cllr Nutting confirming that it is highly unlikely that Halls will be charged except perhaps where a Hall has a bar installed generating large profits.  Charity shops are being looked at as many now sell new goods alongside old.  The Councillors expressed their resistance to business rates being levied against Village Halls.  Further discussions centred upon the provision of affordable homes – Cllr Nutting reported that Shropshire Council is very supportive of the Build your own affordable home scheme; increasing the permitted size from 100sqm to 120sqm is being considered.  Provision of Schools and places were discussed; it was noted that the number of school aged children in Shropshire is in decline, particularly in the South of the County.  Councillors discussed the ongoing review of the CiL by Shropshire Council, expressing frustration that the process has been ongoing for a year. This has had a detrimental impact on ERPC which has been unable to progress its planned street lighting upgrade while its application for funds has been put on hold.  Cllr Nutting promised to look into the application and offered to return to another Meeting with a Planning Development Officer.   Councillors thanked Cllr Nutting for attending the Meeting.  

484
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Ward. Cllr Bevan was absent.
485 Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

None received.

486 Ellesmere Area Local Joint Committee – Update if available - Cllr Mrs K Egerton 

No update.

487 
Community Policing – to include: Local reports

The Clerk relayed an update from the Safer Roads Partnership community speed watch team.  It was noted that checks are being carried out near Raven Court.  Councillors suggested that they should also include Welsh Frankton for checks.

488
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th May 2018 - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Baker proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Davenport, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

489
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th May 2018 - requiring members’ further attention.

Members agreed to take the approval of Standing Orders to the July Meeting. It was agreed that the Chair and the Clerk would review the Nalc Model version and the original ERPC standing orders and produce a new version for approval at the next Meeting.

490
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive Councillor’s inspection report 
Cllr Bevan was absent.  The Clerk informed Councillors that the contractor offered the grounds maintenance contract had declined the offer.  Councillors considered a third quote presented by Cllr Egerton (who took no part in the discussion).  It was proposed by Cllr Baker to accept this quote, seconded by Cllr Walford. All agreed.  T Egerton appointed as Grounds Maintenance Contractor.
491
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
No meetings attended.

490 Unitary Councillors’ Question Time
No matters to report. 


493
Ward Matters


(c) Dudleston



Road sign reported as a visibility issue at the A4069  junction.  Clerk to request review of the sign location as the view to the right is blocked due to the high verge.

(b) 
Dudleston Heath 
Hedge outside the Old Vicarage still presenting visibility hazard. Clerk to contact Highways to request it is cut back to the boundary.  

(c)
Welsh Frankton


New development site operating contrary to regulations – no site access or construction site warning signs in place. Clerk to report.  Concerns over foul sewerage/surface water drainage ongoing. Cllr B Williams to liaise with Planning to determine arrangement details.

(d)
Tetchill
No items.

(d) Lee




No items. 

(e)
General Issues
No matters raised. 

494
Planning 
a)  To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 14th May 2018
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the Minutes. 

495
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk presented copies of print outs obtained from the Branch.  She reported that no official statement has been received since balances at 26th March.  

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cheques for approval and payment were presented by the Clerk. All were proposed for payment, including the employee’s salary, by Cllr Walford, seconded by Cllr Dyke. All agreed. The cheques were duly signed. Resolved. 


(c) Acknowledgement/approval of application for extension to the external auditor for the submission of the AGAR
The Clerk reported that due to delays in obtaining financial information relating to the Joint Burial Committee it had been necessary to apply for an extension for submitting the year end accounting statements to the external auditor.  Cllr Egerton proposed formally approving this request, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 

(d) Presentation of year end accounts
The Clerk presented the year end accounting statements to the Members for financial year ending 31st March 2018.  Cllr Walford, seconded by Cllr Garguilo, proposed approving the year end accounts, all agreed. 

(e) Receipt of the Internal Auditor’s report for 2017-18
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the Internal Auditor’s report, noting recommendations to ensure regular signature approval of the regular accounting statements presented by the Clerk.

(f) Annual Governance Statement for the AGAR
The Clerk circulated a copy of the Annual Governance Statement to the Councillors for consideration.  Councillors answered all questions positively. Cllr Dyke, seconded by Cllr Follington, proposed formally approving the Statement. All agreed. The Chair and Clerk/RFO duly signed the form.

(g) Approval of the Accounting Statements for year ending 2017-18
The Clerk presented 3 versions of the Accounting Statements for submission to the external auditor, version one from ERPC as a sole unity, version two to reflect the JBC original arrangement, and version 3 to reflect ERPC and the combined burial committee arrangement with assets. It was proposed by Cllr Baker to submit the 3 Accounting Statements, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. The Chair and Clerk/RFO duly signed the statements.

(h) To re-state the accounts for years ending 2015-16 & 2016-17 to include information relating to the Joint Burial Committee (inc assets & liabilities)
The Clerk circulated copies of re-stated accounting statements for the previous 2 years which will be submitted to the external auditor if required.  All agreed. 

(i) Approval of draft letter to the external auditor to explain re-stated accounts
The Clerk circulated a draft letter for approval to the external auditor explaining the need to re- state the accounts and to explain the different versions submitted for the financial year ending 2017-18 to reflect the new Joint Burial arrangement with Ellesmere Town Council.  Councillors approved the letter and requested that the Clerk submit it to PKF Littlejohn with the AGAR.

Payments:

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of expenditure

	31/05/18
	ETC
	Room Hire 
	£15.00
	2073
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/05/18
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	££733.45
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/05/18

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£226.51
	2074
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/05/18
	Nest
	Clerk’s pension
	£19.79
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	11/06/18
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	2076
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	VOID
	
	
	2075
	



496 
Housekeeping

(a) Clerk’s update on GDPR compliance and recommendations for operational practices: To approve the DIA and actions to be taken as recommended by the DPO
Councillors agreed to move this item to July.

497
Correspondence 
Councillors acknowledged receipt of a draft agreement received from Gough-thomas & Scott Solicitors to establish a new Joint Burial arrangement between  Ellesmere Town Council and Ellesmere Rural Parish Council.  Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Davenport, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Clerk to respond and arrange for the document to be signed. 

An email proposing the acquisition of the Old Workhouse Cemetery was put forward for consideration.  Cllr Egerton proposed responding that ERPC would fully support ETC in taking over the Workhouse, without participation from ERPC, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Clerk to respond. 
Next NSAC meeting date 18/6/18.  
Connecting Shropshire has advised that Tetchill now has superfast broadband enabled via cabinet 13. 

498
Street lighting: To enable Councillors to discuss the proposed upgrade; To enable Councillors to agree the new street lighting energy supply contract with Shropshire Council

The joint energy agreement received from Shropshire Council was approved for the next financial year.

499
Parish Matters/Items for the July Agenda – to enable Councillors to bring forward any matters requiring discussion at the next Ordinary Meeting: items as listed above.
There being no further business the Chair closed the Meeting at 9:25pm thanking everyone for attending.










Next Ordinary Meeting Date of ERPC: 14/05/18
At Ellesmere Town Hall immediately following the Planning Committee Meeting


