ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Remote Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom 

on 12th April 2021 

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker
Cllrs Present:
Cllr D Wardle; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr Egerton; Cllr J Gargiulo;



Cllr P Clubbe; Cllr I Ward, Cllr B Cole; Cllr S Evans; 
Clerk

Mrs Joyce
964
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7: 43pm.  There were no announcements. 

965
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 

No matters were raised.

966
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Palmer, Walford and Davenport (ERPC Cllr and Unitary Cllr for St Martins). It was noted that Cllr Williams, Unitary Councillor for The Meres and Cllr Davenport were not attending due to the upcoming elections and rules of purdah.  

967
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations were received. 

968  
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th March 2021 - To approve the minutes;

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Ward proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

969
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

The Clerk sought clarification from Councillors as to the wording required for the new dog waste signs.  Councillors discussed various suggestions. Action: The Clerk will take this forward and present a new design for consideration.  

970
Cllr/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

Cllrs Egerton and Dyke reported from a Meeting they attended (remotely) with Ellesmere Town Council and representatives from the Canal and River Trust.  They discussed the renovation of the yard with a view to opening it as a heritage site.  Design and funding options were discussed.  Councillors raised concerns that no mention has been made of Thomas Telford’s office which should, in the Parish Council’s view, be a key part of the whole project.  Emphasis should also be put on the need for a bridge for access which would be used daily by boat users. Councillors agreed that the whole community should benefit from the project and a clear plan and direction should be established, perhaps using Blists Hill as a model.

971
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - inspection reports
Cllr Cole to inspect this week. 

972
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time

Apologies received from both Unitary Councillors.  Councillors requested that the Clerk includes a brief description for public benefit of a Unitary Councillor’s role at a Parish Council Meeting on the agenda to avoid confusion over their participation in order to make a clear definition between the roles of Unitary and Parish Councillors at the Meetings.  

973
Planning 
 
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8th March 2021
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Ward proposed accepting the Minutes of the last planning meeting, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

974
Street lighting – update on lighting removal, energy agreement renewal & resolution of outstanding issues
The Clerk reported that Eon has sent an invoice for 2 lights upgraded in Tetchill that it had previously omitted to charge for.  Another light repair in Welsh Frankton was queried as the lighting in this area is due for removal.  Cllr Ward proposed paying the bill and removing the lights as planned, second by Cllr Clubbe, all agreed. Action: Clerk to progress the removal of the lights and to ask if the Chapel would like to take over responsibility for the light on the Chapel.  

975
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed that they had received copies of the bank statements and spreadsheets circulated by email prior to the Meeting. The Clerk shared the spreadsheets online.  Councillors confirmed that the reconciliation tallied with the bank statements and raised no questions, proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. 

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Dyke propose that the invoices presented for payment be approved, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

(c) Quote for sign cleaning in Lee/Tetchill
The Clerk reported that she has been provided with examples of risk assessments by Shropshire Council for this type of task. She has requested insurance details and health and safety information from the companies which have quoted for the job.  To take forward. 

(d)
Quote for Grounds maintenance for 2021-22 season – Hill Park play area
A quote from DJB Aquascapes was presented for £1250 for approval. Cllr Ward proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed.  Resolved.

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	28/03/21
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/04/21
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£70.86
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/04/21
	HMRC
	PAYE
	134.98
	2238
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/04/20
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	2239
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	22/03/21
	HCi Data 
	Domain name renewal
	£102.00
	2240
	

	06/02/20
	ETC
	Room hire
	£15.00
	2241
	


976
Elections

(a)
Update 


The election for ERPC is uncontested. There will be 2 vacant seats for Welsh Frankton and Dudleston Heath.  A former Councillor will be returning to represent Tetchill . Councillors agreed that they are disappointed to see Cllrs Palmer, Walford and Wardle leave ERPC but thanked them for their commitment and service to the Council.  Expressions of interest in joining ERPC have been received. 

977
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Speeding concerns were raised.  Councillors discussed purchasing VAS for various locations which will need to be surveyed by the Highways Dept.  To request a site visit and take forward. 
Cllr Egerton requested a new ‘welcome to Shropshire’ sign for the A528 as the posts have rusted through

A hedge in Dudleston Heath was reported as being overgrown.  Clerk to report for cutting.  
Water has deteriorated road surface near Honeysuckle Cottage. Cllr Davenport to establish the cause and have it fixed.  
b
Dudleston


It was reported that a car has hit a bend indicator sign at Sodylt Bank.  The post has been bent as a result. 
c
 Tetchill

No reports. 
d
Lee




No reports.
e
General issues to include Lee Kiosk ligtinig
Cllr Dyke reported that there is still power to the kiosk. Clerk to ask Heartstart to investigate installing a light. 

978
The Gravel Hole – an update on progress 
The land adjacent to the site has been sole.  BT wants to put a cable across the land.  The PC cannot legally give permission as it is not the official landowner.  Councillors would like to meet to discuss the proposals.  
The gentleman who has mown the area has been asked to only mow paths for access and not the whole area in order to preserve natural habitats.  

The gate repair has not been done yet.  Cllr Baker suggested making seats out of old trees for the area.  To take forward.    

979
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting info; Community reassurance updates; Policing updates;  
No matters were raised. 

980
Housekeeping 

(a)
Domain name renewal
Councillors agreed to renew the domain name for the website, proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 



981
Highways 

(a)
 To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern

Potholes were reported from Ascot House to Pentre Morgan.  


982
Community Policing

Reports of town vandalism incidents reported. 

983
Parish Matters/Items for the May Agenda
The Clerk confirmed that the Annual Meeting would be scheduled for 30thy April via zoom.
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:04pm. 


