
MINUTES OF  THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF ELLESMERE

RURAL PARISH HELD ON THURSDAY 14th APRIL 2016
AT WELSH FRANKTON VILLAGE HALL

The Chairman of the Parish Council Cllr S Palmer presided. There were 23 members of the public present. The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.




APOLOGIES

Cllrs D Bevan, S H Davenport & JS Baker
MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16th   APRIL 2015
Cllr Mrs K Egerton proposed and Cllr I C Ward seconded that the minutes of the last Annual Parish meeting held on Wednesday 16th April 2015 be confirmed as a true and correct record. This proposition was passed unanimously and the Chairman signed the Minutes.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16 th APRIL 2015
There were no matters arising

REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL  

Councillor S Palmer then gave the following report:

The Parish Council municipal year is once more drawing to an end and it gives me great pleasure in presenting my annual Chairman’s report to the parish outlining some of the activities which you’re Parish Council has been involved with over the last year. A tremendous amount of work is carried out by your Parish Council, its Clerk and Councillors. In this respect I would like to thank each one of our parish councillors for all the time and effort they devote to their duties. I would like to remind you that they do this on a completely voluntary basis. I believe every councillor is concerned for the well-being of the parish and has the best interests of the community at heart. 

At the start of this year our Clerk Mrs.  Anne Howls tendered her resignation (as the start of a gradual retirement process) in her twelfth year of office having started with ERPC in December 2004.  This is her last meeting, this evening as Anne leaves at the end of April.  Out new Clerk Melanie Joyce who has already sat in on our April Meeting and is here this evening. 
Unfortunately, during the year we lost Councillor Graham Lea who died last May. He was a bed rock for the Council and had been for past 20 years, being its Chairman on a number of occasions. He was replaced for the Tetchill Ward by Cllr Mrs Ros Swanston. 

Council meetings are open to the public and provide an opportunity to ask questions on any issue relating to the villages and surrounding areas. There have been eleven full meetings of the Parish Council throughout the year and twelve planning meetings with very few absences by your councillors. The two Shropshire Councillors, Steve Davenport and Brian Williams have also attended regularly.

Agendas and minutes are posted on the notice boards in Welsh Frankton, Tetchill, Dudleston and Dudleston Heath as well as on our website at www.ellesmere.info. This website is under review and we are looking at a standalone site.
The Parish Council is keen to keep you informed about its activities over the last year. Here is a summary of our main achievements and difficulties over the year.

Our greatest difficulty has been the greatly reduced services provided by Shropshire Council due to their strict financial restraints and for us to work within a budget that has now not increased for seven years. 

In February of this year the leader of Shropshire Council, Malcolm Pate met with representatives of Parish Councils and explained to them their three year Financial Strategy covering the period 2016 -2019. £126 million since 2012 and by 2021a further 43million. There would need to be a 4% increase on Community tax. It was stressed that should alternative funding streams not be found by the council, a range of service areas could have their budgets reduced to nil.  Shropshire Council were now currently looking to work with partners to see how the funding gap for the operation of these services can be closed. It is worth noting that one of the biggest discussion points at ERPC Meetings is Highway problems.  Highways did not even feature in Shropshire Councils top twelve priorities.

The main purpose for the meeting with Parish Councils was to explore together the opportunities that exist for funds to operate these services in the future to be generated, for example through parish councils generating additional income. The general outcome of the meeting was that the future looked very bleak.

Planning 

Ellesmere Rural Parish Council has no executive powers in deciding planning applications - this is the prerogative of Shropshire Council, which is the Planning Authority.

However, it is mandatory for the Planning Authority to consult the Parish Council on all applications in its area. The Parish Council can then comment as it sees fit on any application; however, the Planning Authority can disregard these comments if it considers them to be inappropriate. In total we have dealt with 55 Planning Applications and the Council objected to 17 of those applications.

Delivering Local Priorities 

The implementation of the Community Infrastructure Levy by Shropshire Council is still ongoing and now includes the Neighbourhood Fund. Your Council will identify the priorities on a regular basis and submit their conclusions to Shropshire Council when appropriate. 

Finance 

For the year 2014-15 Ellesmere Rural Parish Council received an unqualified audit return from the external auditor. The precept and Neighbourhood Fund was set in January of this year at £35,325.00 and the budget has been agreed for the year 2016/17. We are only just at the end of the financial year and year-end figures will be available shortly.

I would like to again emphasize that the Parish Council has kept a 0% increase in the precept for the past seven years. 

Street Lighting

During the past year we have focused on renewing and replacing the Street Lighting provided
by the Parish Council. Councillor Ian Ward has been working closely with Mouchel Parkman
who have given advice on what type of lighting was needed in which areas.
Councillor Ward has now completed his report and we are about to go out to tender. Depending on the cost many of our street lights will have the new LED lighting in the near future and in the longer term it is hoped that they will all be replaced. I would like to publicly thank Cllr Ward for all the hard work he has done in respect of this issue.

Highways

One of the main functions of the Parish Council is to liaise with Shropshire Council Highways Department regarding numerous matters such as the cleaning of gullies, repair of potholes, overgrown hedges, dangerous road surfaces, speed limits and signage. As already mentioned Shropshire Council have very limited finance to deal with these issues but we have developed a good working relationship with the new Highways Manager for our area, Mr. Chris Fisher.

ERPC Grants and Donations

During the year the Parish Council made Grants and Donations totalling £1,450.00 to the following organisation 

· Criftins, Dudleston and Welsh Frankton PCC’s for churchyard maintenance.

· Meres Day Centre

· Ellesmere Community Care Centre Trust for running costs

· Criftins Dudleston & Welsh Frankton Parish Newsletter - contribution towards
      publication costs.

· Royal British Legion Ellesmere Branch.

· Frankton Village Hall

· Criftins Parish Hall

Finally, I would like to say that we now have a vacancy for the Tetchill Ward of the Parish Council. Anyone that has the community at heart and able to offer their ideas and services for the benefit of the parish giving freely of their time at least
That concludes my report for the year.
PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON THE REPORT 

A member of the public wished thanks to be recorded on behalf of the parishioners attending the Annual Parish Meeting to the retiring Clerk for her work over the past twelve years.
PRESENTATION OF DONATIONS GIVEN BY ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL .

Councillor Sandy Palmer then gave donations totalling £1,450.00 to the following local organisations from the Parish Council

· Criftins, Dudleston and Welsh Frankton P.C.C.’s for Churchyard maintenance.

· Meres Day Centre

· Ellesmere Community Care Centre Trust for running costs

· Criftins Dudleston & Welsh Frankton Newsletter - contribution towards publication 
costs.

· Royal British Legion in respect of the Ellesmere Branch.

· Welsh Frankton Village Hall

· Criftins Parish Hall

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.10pm.

Signed........................................……………….

Dated



