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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 25th July 2022 at

Criftins Parish Hall
1226
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the July Meeting and declared it open at 8:01pm. There were no members of the public present. 
1227
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Cllrs Davenport, Dyke, Ward and Swanston sent apologies. 

1228
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations or requests were received. 

1229
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th June 2022- To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Baker proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

1230
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

No matters were raised. 

1231
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

No meetings have been attended. The last NSAC meeting was cancelled due to the heat. 

1232
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors sent apologies. 

1233
Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th June 2022
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the Minutes. Cllr Baker proposed accepting the Minutes as a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

1234
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns
The Clerk reported that she is still trying to set up the meeting with Eon to remove the defunct lighting.  She is hoping to get a date booked in when Cllr Ward is available to attend. Action: Clerk to arrange. 

Councillors noted that Shropshire Council has yet to upgrade the lighting under their control through the 30mph zone.  Action: Clerk to ask Cllr Davenport to progress this. 

1235
Playground – to acknowledge receipt of annual inspection report

Cllr Egerton reported that the playground is tidy. The Clerk presented the annual inspection report which highlighted the need for weed removal and a minor repair to the lattice fence edging. Councillors requested that the grounds maintenance contractor is asked to attend to these matters.   
Path – The Clerk reported that she has undertaken some land registry searches which confirm that the path alongside the playground falls within the parish council boundary.  The path is uneven – needs to be taken up and re-layed.  Cllr Egerton proposed asking the grounds maintenance contractor for a quote.  The Clerk will send this via email to the Councillors.  The Clerk will ask if the path can be re-layed using the same slabs but to quote on the basis of both old and new if necessary, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Action: Clerk to liaise and request quote(s) and action of remedial work. 

1236
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a              Dudleston Heath                             
Water leak outside Rose Villa on School Lane – still not mended.
Eastwick Lane/Chapel Lane crossroads – hump in road due to Severn Trent works - utility company should repair
Eastwick lane by Gadlas Lodges  – has been marked with white paint but still not repaired
Dip on main road A528 near Goblindale Farm near old railway bridge – someone has tried to fix it but have made it worse.
Airband boxes in verges next to hedges have been installed at hedge height rather than sensibly further up poles so now obstructing for hedge cutting. 
The drain at the end of school lane junction B5068:  a new drain was put in to alleviate flooding –  it now needs cleaning out

b             Dudleston                          
Sodylt sign still in hedge. 
Welcome to Shropshire sign still in need of repair by the Trotting Mare 
Water in Arthans lane still there – junction of B5069 with Bryn Goleu lane - foul water

c             Tetchill
Tetchill Brook request for testing – in hand

d
Lee




Nothing to report

e
Welsh Frankton               
New Marton to Old Marton road -  water is still coming out of the grid – The pothole has been repaired  but water still running out. 

f
General issues 
None raised. 

g
Boundary review – Feedback from meeting with ETC
The plans put forward agreed to by the Town Council.  Both Councils now need to progress community engagement and advertising. Councillors agreed that it would be best to hold joint events with Ellesmere Town Council leading the events – advertise newspapers, noticeboards etc. Action: Clerk to liaise with ETC Clerk. 

h
Community policing

The Clerk reported no contact from the new officer.  


i
Footpaths


Cllr Egerton reported a footpath which needs opening up and repairing – Action: Clerk to report to Footpaths and the P3 group – A style needs replacing on Pentre Coed fingerpost junction
An update has been received from the P3 Group – all agreed a fantastic job has been done.  Councillors agreed that they would be keen to support them.  Cllr Gargiulo raised a query about a footpath to the side of Elderberry Cottage and Juniper Cottage in Bryn Y Cochin – The path has been closed off and gate locked. Action: Clerk to raise with Footpaths.

j
Bus stops
Cllr Egerton reported a new meeting date is to be organised.

k
Tetchill Brook

The Clerk reported that she has requested that the Environment Agency check the water. 

1237
The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim
The Clerk gave a progress report. The Solicitor has asked some questions to which Councillors confirmed reponses. Action: Clerk to convey the information to the Solicitor. 
1238
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts – Councillors noted receipt


b 
Annual Cemetery Walk – scheduled for 28th July 2022
c
Feedback from CWG meeting
The next meeting is on 28th July following a walk.  ERPC Councillors undertook an annual walk to check assets in the Cemetery on 21st July after which the Clerk compiled a report.  During the asset check the Councillors discussed the recent complaints received regarding permission for kerbing.  It would appear that people have been sold grave kerbing when the regulations state that the cemetery is lawned and no further kerbing will be permitted.  Two graves were given permission for kerbing in error.  The report gives reasoning for the decisions taken to not allow new kerbing installations due to long term maintenance issues, grave digger machinery access, health and safety reasons and general access and inclusivity for all cemetery users.  Some asset maintenance requirements have been highlighted.  It was agreed that the report should be forwarded to the CWG members in time for the next meeting.  The regulations and protocol for the undertakers will require updating to ensure that they are not trying to sell kerbstones when it is known that they are not permitted. The Councillors are keen to enlarge the amount of information available on the ETC and ERPC websites to include history, maps etc.  Councillors anticipate only a maximum of 5 years further use for the cemetery.  Councillors expressed the view that decisions made by the CWG should not be overturned by the Town Council (which has the casting vote in the CWG due to the 60:40 split) as all decisions are made and agreed upon by representatives from both Councils.  Actions proposed by Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 
d
Complaints

Covered under item c. 

1239
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting info; Community reassurance updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence; NALC legal topic notes; 

Nothing raised 
Report on the Tetchill sign cleaning project is due shortly – This will highlight damaged signs. To be included on the September agenda.

1240
Housekeeping 
a
Community engagement
The Clerk was asked to make the Hall aware that the screen facility will need required for each meeting to aid public inclusivity.  Councillors noted that a grant was given to Welsh Frankton Hall to purchase a screen and projector which has yet to be purchased.  Councillors decided that meetings will need to be held at Criftins until Welsh Frankton purchase IT equipment. Councillors agreed that Criftins Hall now has fantastic facilities.  
The Clerk reported that Ellesmere is being featured in Country Living magazine in October – Cllr Swanston had suggested that this might be an opportunity to promote to promote the Parish Council. Councillors agreed that it is likely that the article for the edition may well have been finished by now due to timescales. 

b
Boundary review – community engagement - discussed
1241
Highways 
a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern eg accidents, road closure, speeding etc - covered
b
VAS units for Tetchill
The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council has yet to order the poles and has stated a 12 week lead time. Highways has insisted that landowner permission be sought prior to ordering/installation. Taking forward
- The Clerk reported that poles cannot be sourced from outside companies. Action: to progress with Shropshire Council.  

1242
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of the accounting reports and copies of bank statements. The bank reconciliation was approved for accuracy by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed.
b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 

c
Grant funding request from Criftins Parish Hall

Councillors discussed the application.  Cllr Baker gave overview of the application and recommended that the pane of glass over the door should be replaced at the same time. Councillors asked the Clerk to request to see the Hall’s long term business plan and anticipated viability report for the hall. The Clerk provided information previously requested regarding funding contingency for this project. The Hall has applied for £11869 applied for however Councillors agreed that the glass above the door must be done as well as the doors.  Councillors agreed that they would be happy to approve grant in principle but the glass needs doing.  Cllr Evans proposed supporting the request, seconded by Cllr Clubbe, all agreed. Action: Clerk to liaise with the Hall  Committee and request that the panel be included and for a revised grant if necessary. 
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/22
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1118.96
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/07/22
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£42.71 ERPC

£56.95 Employee

	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/07/22
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£333.79
	2391
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/06/22
	Employee
	Salary adj payment June

(s/o currently £898.30)
	£220.66
	2392
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/07/22
	Playsafety 
	Inspection
	£84.00
	2393
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/07/22
	Daves operator hire
	Sign cleaning
	£600.00
	2394
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/07/22
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room hire
	£25.00
	2395
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/07/2
	Employee
	Expenses
	£42.60
	2396
	LGA 1972 s111


1243
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 12th September 2022 (Welsh Frankton Village Hall)
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:12pm.
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