





Chairman:	Cllr S EvansELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr G Dyke; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr I Ward; Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr R Swanston
		Cllr J Waller-Davies; Cllr J Baker, Cllr S Davenport; Cllr T Richardson
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 9th September2024  At Criftins Parish Hall


316	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:27pm. Seven members of the public attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllrs Ward, Davenport and Dyke. Cllr Penrose was absent. 
A resident raised concerns over the number and positioning of new telegraph poles being installed locally.  He queried whether a risk assessment has been undertaken, and by whom. Councillors confirmed that the work is being done by Freedom Fibre and provided contact details.
The remaining residents complained that the Parish Hall kitchen is being rented out on a permanent basis to a catering firm, therefore preventing community access. They indicated that this is reducing the number of bookings for the Hall as people are unable to do their own catering and have to contend with the noise and smells from the kitchen.  The ‘second’ kitchen available for general use amounts to a small beverage kitchen, without cooking facilities, and is wholly unsuitable for catering for large parties. The amount of grants given to the Hall to upgrade the building and facilities was raised.  The Councillors noted the comments and agreed that the Hall is a terrific asset for the community.

317	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
 (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

318	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th July 2024 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Swanston proposed that they be approved as a true record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

319	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
Further to the two defibrillator training sessions provided in July, the Clerk queried if the Councillors wished to make a donation to the Wrexham Rural First Responders as they had done in previous years. Cllr Evans proposed a donation of £50 per session, ie £100, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

320	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes
Nothing to report. 





The Unitary Councillors representing The Meres and St Martins Divisions are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.
Unitary Cllr Williams raised the new charge for emptying green bins.  Cllr Swanston queried what will happen to food waste now. This is to be disposed of into the black bins. She further queried how people apply if they do not have any internet capability.  There is a telephone helpline, the number for which is on the leaflets which are being distributed.

322	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8th July 2024
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the approved Minutes. Cllr Swanston proposed accepting them as a true record, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed. Resolved. 

323	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
No concerns were raised. 

324	Playground  - Inspection reports & Annual Inspection report 
The annual inspection report was noted.  Cllr Egerton requested that the weeds are sprayed off. The equipment is in need of clean.

325	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Councillors reported that it has not been possible to undertake the improvements to the verge by the School but it should be possible to make improvements to the verge opposite. Action: Councillors to review again and obtain a written quote.  Hill Park and surrounding areas have been sprayed for weeds. The road sweeper is required. Cllr Waller-Davies reported that three red list species are now in evidence locally, voles, newts and otters.  Councillors agreed that the conservation department should be made aware so that this can be factored into planning determinations. Action: Clerk to report.

b	Dudleston		
Cllr Egerton reported that no repairs have been undertaken to Kilhendre Bridge.  The signage has been abandoned in the hedge and the report has been removed from FixMyStreet despite no action having been taken. Action: Clerk to raise. 
Cllr Egerton further repeated concerns about inadequate signage at Pentre Morgan Corner. She requested a site visit with Shropshire Council and the Police.  Action: Clerk to request/arrange.

c	 Tetchill
Nothing to report.

d	Lee				
Nothing to report.

e	Welsh Frankton 	
Nothing to report.

f	Criftins School 			
Cllr Gargiulo reported that the Academy status will be from March.



g	Community policing		
Recent information sent through has been uploaded onto the Parish Council Facebook page.

h	Footpaths		
Cllr Swanston reported that some signage has gone missing in Tetchill. She will report this on FixMyStreet.

i	Bus stops
No update. Action: Clerk to request update again.

326	The Gravel Hole - update on possessory title claim/maintenance  
The Clerk reported that she has responded to a recent request for further information following a visit to the area by the Land Registry. 

327	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Noted. 

b	Meeting feedback		
The Councillors discussed the recent findings in relation to burial tests undertaken to establish where any available spaces might be. They further discussed the possibility of compulsory purchase of land if some becomes available and the current value of agricultural land per acre. 

c 	Correspondence
Covered. 

328	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins
Tree packs; Garden waste subscriptions; Broadband infrastructure briefing note; Neighbourhood matters updates; Fly tipping briefing; Restoring Green Britain note; SaTH AGM; Letter from SC’s Leader; 
Councillors noted proposed changes to the NPPF. To follow any changes/updates. 
Gov.uk domain names for websites and email addresses offered by the website provider were noted. Clerk to make enquiries about the cost/implications of obtaining email addresses through the website provider.

329	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Positive feedback received.

b	Defibrillators – checks 
Cllr Evans proposed the purchase of x7 bleed kits (at £89 + £5 for external cabinet stickers)to be kept in the defibrillator cabinets, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to order.
MedUK to be asked to undertake annual checks and to change the pads if required. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping 
Cllr Swanston reported that she purchased the necessary software and has now mapped the path of the Brook. She will now progress to identifying the landowners in each area.  The EA were supposed to measure the depth of the Brook a year ago but no action seems to have been taken to progress this.  This needs to be done from the Brook to the Perry. Cllr Swanston aims to film the length of the Brook by drone in order to get a complete picture of where any problem areas lie.  
The Councillors agreed to look into how to set up/manage an Internal Drainage Board.
d	Annual Joint Dinner – to discuss
The Clerk reported that the Town Councillors are keen to meet for an annual joint dinner (at own expense). Action: Clerk to look into arranging an event. 

e	Policies: New Model Financial Regulations for approval
Cllr Egerton proposed adopting the new policy, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 
		
330	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
No further matters were raised. 

b	Road Closures  
None.

c	Sign cleaning – update
The Clerk reported that 75% have now been done.  Councillors agreed that a good job has been done. 

d	VAS – to discuss site location for unit
Discussions are still ongoing to obtain permission to install a VAS to warn of the upcoming bend for Caegoody Lane. Action: Clerk to follow up. 

e	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) – update/feedback
No update. 

331	Accounts	
a	Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure/Statements
The Clerk presented accounts up to August. Cllr Swanston proposed approving the accounts, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Gargiulo, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	Dog waste bin costs (Gravel Hole) – update
No update.

d	External audit – update
The conclusion of audit notice has been received with Councillors noting the External Auditor’s certificate and findings. No matters were raised for concern. 

e	Noticeboards – quotes for work/replacement
Quotes for the replacement boards were considered and proposed for acceptance by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Swanston, all agreed. Resolved. 

f	Defibrillators – to consider the purchase of bleed kits for the units
Covered.




g	Criftins Parish Hall – review of grant given for kitchen upgrade
The Councillors discussed the concerns raised during the public session about the kitchen being hired out to an outside caterer to use the kitchen for his takeaway business and to provide catering for the Hall's functions, however the local community is not happy as they have traditionally been able to do the catering for their own events/use outside caterers of their own choice. It has been suggested that hirers can use the other kitchen that can be used. This is essentially a beverage kitchen, very small with a fridge, freezer and microwave. It is entirely unsuitable for catering events other than to provide drinks.  The general local perception is that the new arrangement is restricting community use as when/if they hire the hall they have to contend with the noise/smells from the caterer's activities and cannot easily do their own catering for children's parties etc. The Councillors agreed that the running of the Hall is at the discretion of the Trustees. However, the donation of £10,000 given by the Parish Council for the refurbishment of the kitchen was Neighbourhood Fund money, which has some conditions of use attached to it.  The Trustees at the time of application were aware of the terms.  It was noted that the bar is also being hired out to a third party.  A grant was obtained from the Princes Trust for the refurbishment of the bar; the Councillors queried if this would have had any conditions attached to it and who the current licence holder is.  The Councillors expressed concerns that planning permission for a change of use might be needed for the kitchen to be used commercially.  The Councillors agreed that they would like confirmation of the hirer’s liability insurance cover for the kitchen equipment which was purchased with the grant from the Parish Council.  The Councillors queried the number of Hall Trustees in place at the current time and if all Trustees have been consulted about the kitchen’s commercial usage. Action: Clerk to write to the Hall Trustees to request further information.  

H	To ratify the decision to undertake work to the verge by Criftins school (taken July 24) at a cost of c£800 and weed spraying at Hill Park £160 + £15
Cllr Waller-Davies proposed the approval of the expenditure, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Resolved. 

I	CWG – request for Cemetery finance
The Clerk has received a request for the annual payment of £9480 for the CWG.  Cllr Richardson proposed the payment, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. Resolved. 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/07/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1249.74
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/09/24
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£48.58 ERPC
£64.77 Emp
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/09/24
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£407.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/07/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	£40.00
	2531
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/08/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/09/24
	Dave’s operator hire
	Sign cleaning
	£1081
	2522
	Highways Act 1980 s96

	06/08/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy
	£1292.51
	DD
	Highways Act 1980s301; PCA 1957 s3

	12/08/24
	Playsafety
	Inspection report
	£93.60
	2523
	Open SapcesAct1906ss9&10; PHA 1987 s164;

	29/06/24
	WF Village Hall
	Room hire
	£20.00
	2524
	LGA 1972s151; LGA 972 s111

	12/08/24
	ICO
	GDPR fee
	£35.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s1110

	04/09/24
	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit
	£378.00
	2525
	LGA 1972 s168

	09/09/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£126.12
	2528
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/09/24
	M Roberts 
	Bus shelter repairs
	£150.00
	2529
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1953 s4

	09/09/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Replacement cheque 2501
	£500.00
	2530
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	09/09/24
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room hire
	£80.00
	2532
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/09/24
	Wrexham first responders
	Donation (defib training) 
	£100.00
	2533
	PHA 1936 s234

	09/09/24
	ETC
	CWG payment
	£9480.00
	2534
	Open spacesact1906 ss9&10. LGA 1972 s214


		

332	Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda (14th October 2024)
No matters were raised.
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:38pm.
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