ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes the Remote Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom 

on 8th March 2021 

Chairman:
Cllr G Dyke
Cllrs Present:
Cllr D Wardle; Cllr J Baker; Cllr Egerton; Cllr S Davenport; Cllr J Gargiulo;



Cllr P Clubbe; Cllr I Ward

Clerk

Mrs Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr B Williams
944
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:33pm welcoming everyone present. 

945
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 

One member of the public attended the Meeting. 

946
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Walford, Palmer, Cole and Evans. 

947
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
No declarations were received. 

948
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th February 2021 - To approve the minutes;

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Clubbe requested one amendment under point 928 to reflect the fact that Airband has included Welsh Frankton in its plans.  Cllr Clubbe proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting with the proposed amendment, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

949
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

No matters arising. 

950
Cllr/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

The Clerk reported that she has attended elections training.

951
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - inspection reports
Cllr Cole was not present to give a report. 

952
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time

Nothing to report from Cllr Williams.

Cllr Davenport reported that Shropshire Council is heading towards year end ina better financial position than anticipated.  £40m will be put into Highways over the next 4 years.  £15m has been taken out of the Highways budget over the last 4 years to be reallocated into Adult Social Care.

953
Planning 
 
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 11th January 2021
Cllr Ward proposed accepting the Minutes of the last Planning Committee, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 




954
Street lighting – update on lighting removal, energy agreement renewal & resolution of outstanding issues
The Clerk reported that she is still waiting for Eon to provide a full and updated inventory to Shropshire Council for the purposes of updating the energy agreement following the street lighting upgrade. This information has now been outstanding for some 6 months.  There is a query over whether the Parish Council has been invoiced for 2 lights in Tetchill. An official quote for the removal of the out of service lights is still outstanding also. Action: Clerk to pursue and issue formal complaint if the information is not forthcoming in the next week. 

955
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
Councillors confirmed receipt of the spreadsheets and bank statements which had been circulated via email prior to the Meeting.  Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, proposed accepting the accounts agreeing that they reconcile to the bank statements, all agreed. 

(b) Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all payments for approval, including the 4th quarter energy bill from Shropshire Council, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed. 

(c) Quote for sign cleaning in Lee/Tetchill
Councillors considered the two quotes received. The Clerk was asked to check if any formal training is required for people to work on the side of the highway.  To also check H&S requirements and insurance. Action: Clerk to carry out checks and take forward. 

(d)
Quote for a sign for the Gravel Hole
Cllr Ward proposed having a sign made for the Gravel Hole to reflect the Parish Council’s intended management of the area.  A quote has been received for £50 for a 3x2ft sign, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. Action: Clerk to order. 


	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	28/02/21
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/03/21
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£70.86
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/21
	HMRC
	PAYE
	134.98
	2234
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/03/20
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	2235
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£1036.96
	2236
	PCA 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	
	The Signtists
	Sign
	£55.00
	2237
	Public Health Act 1875 s164; Open Spaces Act 906 s9-10


956
Elections
(a)
Update and nomination packs

The Clerk confirmed that nomination packs are to be ordered for Council members.  Councillors confirmed receipt of the ‘Round Robin’ Election updates circulated via email from the Elections Teams.   Councillors were reminded to return expenses forms and to ensure that they are nominated for the correct Wards.

957
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Cllr Ward reported that the grass frontage at Hill Park has now been sorted out.  The bulbs may need to be replanted. 

b
Dudleston


Nothing to report.

c
 Tetchill

No report.

d
Lee




Cllr Dyke will approach a resident to request that the hedge obscuring a road sign is cut back.  Defibrillators have been checked

e
General issues 
No matters were raised. 

958
The Gravel Hole – an update on progress 

Queries were raised over a sales advert for the land adjacent to the Gravel Hole. The structure which has been refused planning permission is advertised as included in the sale. Councillors expressed the view that this is misleading information and should be removed.   Councillors queried how the right of way is being advertised.

Cllr Baker was asked to investigate having the gate repaired.  

Recent mowing activity has been noted. Cllr Gargiulo was asked to liaise and request that only pathways are cut. 

959
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 
News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; Census info; Ellesmere Boat yard; Car damage due to potholes; 
Councillors were advised that the Town Council has set up a meeting with the Canal and River Trust regarding future plans for the Boatyard on 31st March. Cllrs Dyke and Egerton to attend.  Clerk to check if this is a public meeting.  

960
Housekeeping 

(a)
Domain name renewal
The Clerk advised that the domain name for the website is due for renewal shortly at £80. Cllr Ward proposed renewing it, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed. 

961
Highways 

(a)
 To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern
New potholes reported on B5068.  Pothole signs have been put up at Pigeon’s Bank and at the Elson end.   



(b)
Consultation on proposed road diversion for Scottish Power works to ‘North Shropshire 132kv reinforcement’  - a section of the 11kv network at Rednal Mill needs to be diverted
No comments. 

962
Community Policing

Heating oil thefts have been reported in Dudleston Heath.  Police have visited the offensive sign reported at the last Meeting.  This has been taken down.  Parking issues in Elson continue and have been noted although the Police are struggling to resolve.  A poster has been received from the Community Policing Team.

Clerk to pursue getting dog fouling signage – wording to be agreed. 20 signs will cost in the region of £105.

963
Parish Matters/Items for the April Agenda
Annual Parish Meeting – date to be advertised.
Dudleston Heath phone kiosk – refurbishment is required. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8:40pm thanking everyone for attending. 

