
Chairman:
Cllr S Evans
Councillors:
Cllr S Jackson; Cllr K Egerton; Cllr T Richardson; 
Cllr J Baker; Cllr G Dyke


Cllr S Davenport; Cllr I Ward; Cllr J Gargiulo
Unitary Cllrs:
Cllr B Williams; Cllr S Davenport
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 13th February 2023 at

Criftins Parish Hall

21/23
Chairman’s Welcome, Opening Remarks and/or Announcements & Public Session to include: 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:25pm. The Clerk sent apologies due to ill health.  Cllr Evans recorded the Meeting; Cllr Jackson took notes. 
A representative from the Shropshire Sailing Club attended the Meeting to give an overview of plans to increase accessibility to the Club’s facilities through a sail-ability programme to encourage those with disabilities to get out onto the water.  The Club has 180 memberships (c360 members). The Club is hoping to establish greater local links.  They currently do not have wheelchair access but are intending to apply for a grant from Sports England. The need new wetsuits and spray tops, at an estimated cost of £2000 for ten of each.  The Club will submit a funding request for the next meeting.  There is a Club open day on 20th May 2023.  Clerk to forward application form. 

22/23
Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy update – nothing to report
23/23
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  - The Clerk and Cllr Swanston
24/23
Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations or requests were received.

25/23
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th January 2023

- To approve the minutes; (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting. Cllr Ward proposed them to be an accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dyke, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Evans duly signed the Minutes. 

26/23
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 

No matters were brought forward. 

27/23
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken from the last Minutes

Nothing to report.

28/23
Unitary Councillors for The Meres (Welsh Frankton & Tetchill) and St Martins (Dudleston & 
Dudleston Heath) Division’s Reports and Question Time
29/23
Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 9th January 2022
Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Richardson, proposed acceptance of the approved minutes, all agreed. Resolved. 

30/23
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to discuss any repairs/concerns; Feedback from Cllr site visit with Eon

Cllr Ward reported back from his meeting with Eon.  Cllr Ward has looked at the Church Lane corner light, the light by the bus stop and the Grapes Lane light.  Quotes will be given for these to be upgraded/recommissioned and also the light by Fox Close.  They further had a discussion regarding the huge increase in Scottish Power’s quote for removal of lights which is now done via online form filling.  Cllr Ward was thanked. Action: Eon to supply quote
 
31/23
Playground  - Cllr Egerton reported that it is in good order. The path has not been replaced yet.  Cllr Dyke has chased the contractor. It is likely to be at the end of the month.  A query was raised over the rear boundary.  Councillors discussed whether the fence should be further back.  Footpath and land registry to be checked. 
32/23
Ward Matters and Councillors reports 

a
Dudleston Heath


Cllr Baker raised drainage issues by Apple Tree Villa. Action: Cllr Davenport to report again.
Cllr Gargiulo raised Damson Lane to Chapel Lane pothole issues. Action: Clerk to report again. 
Cllrs Davenport and Ward to liaise with Shropshire Council’s lighting team to discuss the lights in Dudleston Heath (30mph and how they handle their disconnections). 


b
Dudleston


Cllr Jackson raised on going traffic lights by the bridge on Bartons Ban. Cllr Davenport suggested it relates to an ongoing issue which could be raised with Wrexham Council.

c
 Tetchill – Report received from Cllr Swanston
VAS units: The three posts were installed 23/01. One of the posts was hit by a car 24/01 (police arrested the driver). Reported to Highways engineer who said he would action Kier to repair, re sink, the post as soon as possible. No action to date and waiting on an update.
Drainage and Tetchill Brook: Meeting took place on 9th February with Shropshire Council and the Environment Agency. Tetchill Brook was flowing but quite shallow and it was suggested that the brook needed to be checked from Ellesmere to Tetchill. Clean water from soakaways and run off is not reaching the Tetchill Brook. The main drain running through the centre of the village was accessed and it was evident that this is carrying foul water. The foul water backs up and comes through the drainage into gardens. Public Protection to be contacted to ask that dye be put through the systems to establish where the foul water is coming from. An electronic mole is to be put through the system to try and find where the blockages are preventing the flow to the Brook and to check the drainage under the roads. Helen is going to produce a report within the next couple of weeks and advise as to what action can be taken.

The Environment Agency representatives advised that the drainage from the new houses being built in Ellesmere has been carefully assessed and will be managed so that flow into the Brook is regulated.

The clearing of the Brook through Ellesmere to the pumping station was apparently paid for by the Town Council. 

Tetchill residents are complaining strongly about the number of telegraph poles that have appeared for Airband without any reference to the owners of verges etc. The Planning department has advised that this was permitted development. 

The Police arrested a man who exposed himself to a female resident in Tetchill.
The drinking water quality remains poor – no response from Severn Trent.
d
Lee – nothing to report

e
Welsh Frankton – nothing to report 

f
General issues – nothing to report
g
Community policing – no report 

h
Footpaths – It was noted that the P3 representative has returned to the post
Cllr Egerton asked if the Clerk could re-report issues with the footway from Cargo Tech/Parish Hall and the Church in Criftins.



i
Bus stops – no report
j
Tetchill Brook – covered under item e)



33/23
The Gravel Hole  - update on possessory title claim 
The Clerk to update in March.

34/23
CWG 


a
To acknowledge receipt of the accounts
- noted


b
Meeting feedback – It was noted that the Cemetery Co-ordinator has resigned. The position will be advertised.  The purchase of additional land will be discussed at the March meeting. 

c
Any other matters/correspondence to inc vacancy – as above
35/23
Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins: 

News in Brief bulletins; NHS updates; NSAC meeting minutes; Community reassurance updates;  Health bulletins; to acknowledge/action any other correspondence; NALC legal topic notes; Update from PCC John Campion; Buckingham Palace Garden Party nominations; NSAC Meeting Minutes; SC Leader’s update; P3 Group leader update

Councillors noted the recent request for feedback on the possibility of Aldi opening a store in Ellesmere. The Councillors requested that the Clerk responds positively on behalf of the Council. 

36/23
Housekeeping 
a
Community engagement – Cllr Jackson reported positively
b
Policy reviews – to take forward to March
c
Coronation – Plans for celebrations at Criftins Hall to be confirmed
d
Defibrillators – Cllrs Egerton and Dyke reported Lee and Dudleston units to be in good order but issues reported with updating the Circuit online. Action: Clerk to report 
37/23
Highways 
a
To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern eg accidents, road closure, speeding etc

30mph repeater signs to be taken up with Highways. 


b
VAS units for Tetchill – update from Cllr Swanston – given under 32/232c). 
38/23
Accounts


a
Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure

b
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
c
Confirmation of precept request submission
d
Re-issue of Welsh Frankton Village Hall Grant cheque

e
Confirmation of possible NF spend to improve amenity space 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/22
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£1218.11
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/01/23
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£72.55ERPC

£96.73Employee
£169.28


	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£316.14
	2418
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/02/23
	Welsh Frankton Village Hall
	Annual Grant (re-issue)
	£500
	2419
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	02/23
	HCI Data
	Domain name renewal invoice (if received)
	£85.00
	2420
	LGA1972 s111

	
	
	
	
	
	


f
Environmental Maintenance Grants

Due to the absence of the Clerk it was decided to take all financial matters forward to the March meeting for consideration. 

39/23
Parish Matters/Items for the next agenda – 13th February 2023 at Criftins Parish Hall 

Items as listed in the body of these minutes. 

40/23
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to discuss any  correspondence received
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:15pm. 
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