ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th September 2019 held at
Ellesmere Town Hall

Chairman:
Cllr J Baker
Cllrs Present: 
Cllr K Egerton;  Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr P Clubbe, Cllr S Palmer; Cllr S Davenport


Cllr S Evans; Cllr D Wardle; Cllr G Dyke; Cllr B Williams; Cllr I Ward
Clerk:

M Joyce 
700
Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks and/or Announcements:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to Ellesmere Rural Parish Council’s September Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:33pm.
701
Public Question Time – To respond to any matters raised by members of the public (no discussion/decisions to be made). 

There were no members of the public present.
702
To receive Apologies and/or note absences  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Walford and Cole.
703
Declaration of disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 

No declarations were received.
704 
Community Policing

The Council had not received a report.
705
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th July 2019 - To approve the minutes;
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Dyke proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Evans, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.
706
Matters arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th July 2019 - requiring members’ further attention.
No matters were raised.
707
Play area - Dudleston Heath  - To receive inspection reports
Cllr Baker reported that the fence has been painted and everything is in good order. The annual inspection report will be included for consideration on the next agenda.
708
Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings attended or action taken from the last Minutes
Cllr Baker gave a report from the Cemetery Working Group.  The annual walk around the cemetery took place at the end of July.  The new maintenance contract is in place and it is looking very tidy.  The tarmacked path has been removed and grassed over to make an additional 27 spaces.  Another will follow which will make an extra 27.
709
Unitary Councillors’ Question Time

A government financed settlement will be in place to assist Shropshire Council for next year. This has eased pressures.  Adult social care costs are enormous. The relationship with Kier is improving.  Cllr Davenport has suggest a rapid response in house team should be created to deal with smaller repairs such as signage. A members portal is to be created for Town and Parish Councils to report issues and track them directly.
710
Planning 
 To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 08/07/19:  Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Egerton proposed formal acceptance of the minutes, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo, all agreed.

711
Ward Matters


(a) Dudleston




A sunken gulley in the lane below Dudleston Church was reported with a large hole.  A blocked drain was reported outside Llanfelin House in Pant Lane. 

(b) 
Dudleston Heath
The Old Vicarage hedge was reported to be worse than ever.  Cllr Davenport has had a site visit with the Highways Dept and has asked them to deal with it.  The notice board was reported as being in need of treatment.  Clerk to ask Mr Betts to oil with linseed oil. To also do the board at Dudleston. 

Grapes Lane to B5068, to Dudleston House going west, has surface break up issues. The vibration of traffic is affecting Dudleston Hall House.  Issues still not resolved outside Gadlas Lodges.

(c) Welsh Frankton (to inc development drainage update)
Inadequate signage reported for new housing development. One house is occupied. Permanent signs are required. 



(d) Tetchill 
The notice board requires a lock to be fitted. Cllr Dyke to contact the manufacturer.  
(e) Lee




No reports

(f)
General issues

Nothing raised.

(g)
Canal tow paths
Cllr Palmer to attend site visit with the Canal and River Trust.

712
Accounts


(a) Receipts and Payments Account and Breakdown of Expenditure
The Clerk circulated updated spreadsheets giving the current financial position. Balances were checked against bank statements for accuracy and duly signed off.
Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all payments (with the exception of the joint energy agreement invoice from Shropshire Council) be approved, seconded by Cllr Palmer, all agreed. The cheques were duly signed in line with the mandate.

Councillors discussed the joint energy agreement. The current inventory is unlikely to be reflective of the true position of lighting provision in Dudleston Heath as many lights do not work.  ERPC has informed Shropshire Council that it intends to upgrade the lighting system.  It was agreed that Shropshire Council must be informed which/how many lights do not work and have the inventory amended and the charges altered.  The lighting provision was discussed with agreement that much is not working and is currently unsafe and not meeting standards.  Councillors agreed to remove all lights along the main highway which illuminate the footways (not the highways), keeping those lights which illuminate the strategic road crossing point opposite Criftins Parish Hall.  Shropshire Council has proven itself to be unwilling to aid the upgrade of the deteriorating system. Councillors agreed that  press release be issued to the Shropshire Star to announce the Parish Council’s intention to remove the lights.  Proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Baker, all agreed.  Cllr Davenport is to meet with Mr Hughes from the Street Lighting Deparment (Shropshire Council).  Clerk to obtain a quote from Eon to decommission the lights.  Proposed by Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Gargiulo.  All agreed. Neighbourhood Fund money has been allocated to finance the replacement of the other parish lights.

(c)
To formally receive and accept the findings of the External Audit report
The Clerk has had no contact yet from the external auditor. Audit due to be completed by 30th September.

(d)
Defibrillator 
The Councillors discussed the locations for the new defibrillators to be fitted.  The refurbishment of the kiosk in Lee was proposed by Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. The cost of the refurbishment will be between £300-500.


	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/07/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/08/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£104.48
	2150
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/08/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s salary
	£907.87
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/09/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£104.48
	2151
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/08/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/09/19
	Nest
	Employee pension
	£30.37 (ERPC)

£40.49(Employee)
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	04/06/19
	Shropshire Council
	Joint energy costs 2nd quarter
	£1269.40

HELD
	2152
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	12/07/19
	ETC
	Room Hire 
	£15.00
	2153
	LGA 1972 s111

	23/09/19
	ICO
	Data Protection fee
	£35.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/07/19
	Playsafety
	Playground inspection
	£82.20
	2155
	Public health Act 1875, s.164

Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 &10

	02/08/19
	ETC
	Room Hire (July)
	£15.00
	2154


	LGA 1972 s111

	28/09/19
	Eon
	Annual maintenance contract
	£667.39
	2156
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	09/09/19
	Norton in Hales PC
	Printer ink
	£99.81
	2157
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/09/19
	Heartstart Midlands
	Defibrillators (x5)
	£7590.00
	2158
	LGA 1972 s137

	09/09/19
	Employee
	Expenses
	£50.02
	2159
	LGA 1972 s111/2



713
Housekeeping

(a) Website  - Clerk to update any road closures






(b)
Training opportunities – no update received from SALC

(c)
Defibrillators – update



Covered previously.

(d)
Confirmation of April 2020’s Mtg Date
The date of the Meeting was agreed as 20th April 2020.

(e)
Road Closures:  
Road Closure:  Welsh Frankton Junction, Lower Frankton Start Date: 31st October 2019  End Date: 31st October 2019
Purpose: Road Closure - Replace 1 existing pole 0.5m x 0.5m
Works Promoter:   BT Works Promoter Ref: BC006TI002AP500283315800  Enforcement pattern for Welsh Frankton Junction, Lower Frankton:24 hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://roadworks.org?tm=114627590
Clerk to suggest traffic management scheme instead as route unsuitable for large vehicles and houses will be blocked off.


Road Closure:  The Old Chapel Junction, Higher Perthy  Start Date: 31st October 2019  End Date: 1st November 2019
Purpose: Road Closure - Short 0.1-4.5m Full Ex 25mm MDPE New Clean Water Connection Lay 1 x service pipe from 3" spun iron main located in nearside c/way to connection point in nearside verge Length of excavation approx C/Way 1.5m, verge 0.5m, total 2m, total c/way incursion 1.5m Job in Carriageway (10mm Bitmac (Tarmac) )  Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water  Works Promoter Ref: LB9225201/000006492908
Enforcement pattern for The Old Chapel Junction, Higher Perthy: 24 hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://roadworks.org?tm=114500433
Road Closure:  Perthy Bridge to Windy Ridge, Lower Perthy Start Date: 7th October 2019 End Date: 9th October 2019

Purpose: Road Closure - Med 4.6-6.5m Full Ex 32mm MDPE NEW WATER CONNECTION 6m 32mm pe from 6" SI in opposite verge to 32mm pe 1m grass verge 3.5m 10mm mac roadway 1.5m grass verge Carriageway type 4 (up to 0.5 MSA) Job in Carriageway (10mm Bitmac (Tarmac) )

Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water Works Promoter Ref: LB9225201/000006492711

Enforcement pattern for Perthy Bridge to Windy Ridge, Lower Perthy: All the time

You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://roadworks.org?tm=114348979
Road Closure: 9 – 14 September 2019 Top Lane, Dudleston Heath: to upgrade the gully and relay backing kerbs outside Brickhill House

 

(f)
New model financial regulations: to enable Councillors to review/adopt

Cllr Egerton proposed adopting the new regulations, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 


714
Correspondence – To consider correspondence received and/or to enable Councillors to raise any matters relating to emails forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the Meeting:
(a)
SALC bulletins etc circulated by email
(b)
BT phone kiosk consultation; 
ETC booking confirmation request; 
ETC Town Boundary Review Meeting request: Representatives from ERPC will attend the meeting.  Clerk to advise Shropshire Council that there has been inadequate time for the PC to fully consider this request and that it is, in principle, opposed to the proposals outlined  as they appear to have been ill thought out, proposed by Cllr Egerton, seconded by Cllr Clubbe, all agreed. 

Receipt of CWG accounts: noted

 Burial registers – to discuss accessibility: Councillors agreed that the registers should be kept at ETC proposed by Cllr Dyke, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. 

Dudleston Heath 40mph zone request update: noted
Farm fire safety; PCC newsletter; SALC 70th AGM and birthday invitation: all noted; no action 

Playsafety playground inspection report: For October’s agenda

Fire Governance Judicial review: noted
Post 19 travel assistance consultation: noted

715
Street lighting upgrade – To receive revised quote from Eon

Councillors considered the quote of £38,978.48 (exc VAT) to replace the street lighting (except those lights along the main highway).  Councillors agreed to fund the expenditure using 50% reserves and 50% Neighbourhood Fund money, proposed by Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Egerton, all agreed.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a quote for the removal of the lights not to be upgraded.


716
Parish Matters/Items for the October Agenda 
Remembrance Sunday – Lamp post poppies

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at  9:01pm. 
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